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TRUE, DTAC REJECT ALLEGATIONS
True Carporation and DTAC deery allugations
of disrespecting the requlators’ authority that
e lrvaliad by the bhoad of MIS. B3

True, DTAC hit back at allegations by AIS

Duo cite previous
mergers to back move

POST REPORTERS

True Corporation and Total Access
Communication { DTAC) have hit back
and denied allegations of disrespecting
the regulators” authority levelled by the
head of their main rival, Advanced Info
Service (AIS).

Earlier this week, Somchai Lertsuti-
wong, chief executive of ALS, insisted
that the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission {NBTC)
has the legal power to approve or Teject
the True-DTAL merger.

True and DTAC yesterday clarified
thit mergers in the Thai telecommuni-
cations industry have been consistently
and continuously carried out.

They cited at beast nine merger
cases which the NBTC hid considered
according to the 2018 NBTC Notifica-
tion by issuing resolutions w acknowl-
edge the notification of those mergers.

“Since then, it has never resolved to
‘approve” or ‘disapprove’ the mergers
and adopt the 2006 NETC Motification
in considering the merger cases, We
believe the NBTC will updobd its princi-
ples Gairky and agply the same standards
as with previous merger cases without
diseriminartion in considering the armal-
gamation af True and DTAC said the
statemnent from True and DTAC.

APPLES AND ORANGES

Mr Somichai compared the NETC 1o the
central bank in terms of its authority
and arpued that when banks expressed
an interest in merging, they must get
approval from the cemiral bank firse.

We believe the
NBTC will uphold
its principles fairly
and apply the same
standards as with

previous merger
cases.

JOINT STATEMENT
Trug and OTAC

Likewise for energy firms.

The AlS chiel also accused True
and DTAC of not submitting any bet-
ters asking lor NBTC's permission
and claimed that, meanwhile, the
chiefs of True and DTAC kept push-
ing the narrative that the NBTC has no
legal authority.

However, True and DTAC stated that
It 15 inaccurace and misleading 1o refer
1o baws and regulations applicable to
other indusiries to mengers in the tele-
com sector. [tls because each regulated
industry has a specific regulatory body
and regulations o oversee mergers.

“For the ielecommunications sector,
the NBTC has the power to impose spe-
ciflc measures in accordance with the
2018 NBTC Notification which isa spe-
cifie regulation applying to metgers in
the telecommunications sector. True
and DTAC have fully complied with
all procedures required in connection

with the proposed amalgamation both
asgoverned by the NBTC and the Public
Limited Compandes Act 1992, the two
firms stated.

SUBJECT TO DIFFERENT RULES

As for the question posed by the AlS
chief, inguiring why those behind the
True-DTAC deal think they donot need
approval from the NETC. When ALS said
it would acquire Triple T Broadband
[TTTER)and lasmine Broadband [nter-
net Infrastructure Fund (JASIF), AlS
submitted its request for the NBTC to
approve, he said.

True and OTAC responded that thelr
mergers and the acquisition of 388
by AIS are not comparable because
each of them is subject to different
NBTC notifications,

They said the acquisition of FBE by
ALS is covered by the 2006 NBTC Noti-
fication as it refers o the acquisition
of shares or assets of another licensee,
wihich n'1,||;|i|.'4,-$ ]‘l:’iflt aillillrlwai [resrm
the NETC.

However, the True-DTAC amalgama-
tion has o be considered in accordance
with the 2008 NBTC Noification which
specifically regulates the amakramation
of telecommunication licensees or their
conirolling persons.

“The 2018 NBTC Notificarlon
repealed the 2000 NETC Notification.
Therefore, referting to the 2000 NBETC
MNotification as the regulaton applylng
10 mergers creates confusion because
the 2010 NBTC Nedification is no longer
in effect” the statement said.

ABIDE BY THE LAWS

Article B of the 2006 NBTC regulistion
states that NETC may ban business
holdings or impose specific meas-
ures (o prevent or suspend business
operations, acts or behaviours that
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