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Package to support students

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Ministry is coordinating with telecom
operators to provide a free mobile internet
package for students for two months to sup-
port their online study.

Funding for the campaign comes from
the ministry’s Digital Fund. It is expected
to cost 1 billion baht.

The assistance will take the form of a
5-gigabyte monthly package with a speed
of 4 megabits per second. Carriers agreed
to charge the ministry 107 baht per month
per package, much lower than their regular
rate of 300 baht.

DES Minister Chaiwut Thanakhamanu-
sorn said the move is aimed at assisting
eight million students studying online in
the wake of the pandemic.

“These students need to access online
classes during the difficult time of the pan-
demic,” said Mr Chaiwut.

He said the premier assigned the ministry
to coordinate with related agencies for the
assistance, including the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC), mobile carriers, fixed broad-
band operators and application providers.

Mr Chaiwut attended a meeting on
Monday with various parties to explore ways
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to provide assistance.

The attendees included representatives
from Advanced Info Service (AIS), True
Move H Universal Communication (TUC),
Total Access Communication (DTAC),
National Telecom, Triple Three Broadband
(3BB), Microsoft, Cisco, the Zoom applica-
tion and Line Thailand.

Interested students must sign up for the
assistance on a mobile app provided by
Krungthai Bank. The assistance runs for a
period of two months.

Mr Chaiwutsaid the assistance initiative
will be forwarded to the Digital Fund’s board
for consideration within two weeks. The
approval is expected to take place in time
for the start of the next semester.

The Digital Fund’s income is partly
derived from spectrum licence auctions
held by the NBTC.

The telecom regulator must pass 15% of
the auction payment to the fund with the
rest going to state coffers.

The DES Ministry is expected to work
with the Education Ministry in compiling
a list of targeted students and their phone
numbers as a database for registration to
receive the assistance.

The package should help students with
internet access for 20 hours a month while
4 Mbps can stream video via smartdevices.
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Three digital service providers are listing
on the MAI to take advantage of the
technological transformation. B3
MARKETS

Digital service providers turn to MAI for growth

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Three tech service providers are for-
aying into the stock market through
the Market for Alternative Investment
(MAI) to expand their business and
ride the wave of digital transformation
among organisations.

The three providers are AddTech
Hub (ADD), a provider of digital con-
tent services on mobile; Bluebik (BLU),
atech consultancy, and Ditto Thailand
(DITTO), a document and data man-
agement service provider.

“The company has experienced a
positive effect from the pandemic as
users are spending more time online
on mobile devices as they work
remotely,” said Chawan Boonprakob-
sak, chief executive of AddTech Hub.

He said the country has 50 million
internet users who log at least four
hours of online activity every day.
Moreover, there are 93 million mobile
devices in the countryand 94% of these
are smartphones. The country also has
over 100 million mobile SIM card users.

According to the Digital Economy
Promotion Agency (Depa), Thailand’s
digital content services which include
content, transactions, retail, entertain-
ment, fintech and advertising, reached
atotal value of 169 billion bahtin 2019.

Meanwhile, revenue from non-
voice services via smart devices hit
194 billion baht last year, according
to the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

AddTech Hub provides digital con-
tent support, digital solutions and
online advertising by partnering with
mobile operators with a revenue-shar-
ing model.

“Two-thirds of the company’s
revenue is from subscriptions,” said
Mr Chawan.

The firm’s revenue was 289 million
baht in 2018, 302 million in 2019 and
345 million in 2020, with net profits of
aims to raise funds to strengthen its
business and unlock its potential as
a consultancy on digital transforma-
tion, which could increase Thai busi-
ness capacity.

[AddTech Hub] has seen a positive effect from
the pandemic as users spend more time online.

CHAWAN BOONPRAKOBSAK
Chief Executive at AddTech Hub

29 million, 39 million and 72 million,
respectively.

ADD’s filing for MAI will be made
in June with an offering of 40 million
shares at a par of 0.5 baht per share.

The company will use the funds to
hire more staff to ramp up its projects
and boost cash flow, he said.

Various service charges can now be
drawn into carrier billing and the com-
pany shares the revenue with mobile
operators for this service, he noted.

“In developed nations, carrier billing
has also shown signs of strong growth,”
said Mr Chawan.

Meanwhile, BLU has submitted its
application with the Securities and
Exchange Commission for its initial
public offering of 25 million shares at
a par value of 0.5 baht per share.

The company expects its listing on
MAI to take place later this year.

Pochara Arayakarnkul, chief execu-
tive of Bluebik Group, said the company

The firm is determined to become
a leading consultancy in the digital
transformation space in the region,
said Mr Pochara.

Takorn Rattanakamolporn, chief
executive of Ditto Thailand, said the
company set its IPO price at 7.5 baht
per share. Some 600 million baht is
expected to be raised from the IPO.
The company’s first day of trading is
scheduled to take place on May 6.

He said the company will use 219
million baht from the funds raised to
expand its service countrywide to serve
the need for e-documents driven by
the pandemic.

The firm will use 50 million baht to
provide software as a service, reaching
out to small and medium enterprises.
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