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True, DTAC submit merger
report to the regulator

HOMEAN TORTERMVASANR

juint report by Tose Corporacion

Pleand Toml Access Communi
cation Pie |[DTAC] abeul thidsr amial-
farmeation [ las hoen sabiminesd
o the MNatonal Broadoasting and
Telecommumications Commission
[METL], in campliance with a rule
requiring 90 days advance notioe for
potentisl mergen

A sowree af the megulator wiso
requaested anoarvmicy sabd due repart
was suhmidited to NETC acting sec-
retary-geiteral Tealear Vidyasinikal
o Jan 25

Submissionof the re portcomplies
with the NETCs notification for the
mnerger of 1eherom aperators, requir-
img et B0 diays nioti ce befiore exe-
culinga desl,

The source sald although the
METC board has no authority o
either apprme or prohibit the merger
it can soek clariication on detais

The NETC has the power o
e s o prevent practices
dieemsed 0 case a monopely ar
unifair competition, as well as pro-
et froan being explatied

T g pilan weache Feadlines
on Now 22 last year when It was
anmmumced by Norwm's Telenog the
parert of IVTAC, and conglomseale
Charoen Polgphand Group, the parem
of True, ata joimt press conference.

Tt v e are il in the earky
singes of the merger, with the nwo
sides going through due diligence
sl Wl asset vahnating prosess,

The deal has been cridcsed by
some academlcs and consumer
advocates wha belime the menger
wiokild lead eo less conpetitian bn
the market, with consumers paying
the grrice,

99

The merger is
not removing
close
competitors
from the market,
but creating a
new firm that
can compete
to benefit

CONsUrmers.
TRUE-DTAE MERGER REFORT

A telecnom veteran wha regquested
ancymwity said 1he desl nesdid o
he scrutindsed from all legal anghes
by pelated agencies.

Thi WHTE should quickly snend
or add dausesto existing regulations
10 CTEE Proper measures o guvem
the Seal amd wand o 8 possilbde
manapaly in the market, sabd the
veETan.

Hiowieyer, the veleran boliems
thie merger will eventually pass all
regulatory challenges as True and
DTAC themsshas do not hokl mabile
licersees from the MATL.

True creaied a mobile bus-
s armn, Toue Move H Universal
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Camiminication, wiich absined
maobile brerces via spectrum range
anctions, while ITACs muobile arm,
TFTAL Tritde, holds mnbile licences
granted by the NETC.

“Any civil or public laws ane
wrilikehy b deraila merger of thesuls-
sidiaries once thelr parenis merges,”
the vetermn said.

Spen by an indusiry saurce whio
requested anomvmidty, the merger
e o subvmigied o the NETC imli-
cates scale is critical w0 make the
MECERREY EVESOMENs [n Ny gen-
eratinn networks and innmation.

Thvirrirjort izt Ué merges i
in respaonse i the changing dynam.
= af competition and creating the
seabe required o serve customers
with woeld-class nenworks and lead-
ing digital services, the source said.

Thee mvirw copmguanny o i s i will b
able 1 make the skgnificant nvest-
ments required in next-generation
netwaorks, while also providing better
sirvices through enlanced nakon-
wikle coverage, according 1o the
meport, The menged comparmyimends
10 bevome o genuing rech beader,
delivering on the coumniny's Thailand
4.0 aspirations.

“Prsl-amalgamation the wlecom
sector will sl be marked by imiense
competition across comvenged pliny-
ers, thip soniees isdicased, citing the
report

Operators will continue their
imemae competition a8 the new
company willl provide o competizhe
abermative to the market leader ALS,
e e aidl, b oo thi eepar.
The amalgamation |s nit removing
particularly dose competiines from
the market, bt creating a new cam-
ey thit can effectively compene o
the benefit of consumiers, the source
anil, citing the report,
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