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BROADCASTING

NBTC gets tough on analogue Channel 3

POST REPORTERS

About 70% of viewers nationwide will be
unable to watch analogue Channel 3 broad-
casts on satellite and cable TV platforms 15
days from today.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission’s (NBTC)
broadcasting committee yesterday voted
3-2 to ban satellite TV and cable TV sta-
tions from broadcasting analogue Channel
3 within 15 days of today.

The commissioners who voted
for the ban were Supinya Klangn-
arong, Lt Gen Peerapong Manakij and

Tawatchai Chitrapanun.

“All satellite and cable TV operators
must inform their subscribers about the
end to analogue Channel 3 within the given
15-day period,” Col Natee Sukonrat, chair-
man of the NBTC's broadcasting committee
said. Thailand has 22.9 million households
nationwide and 70% of them, or 16.03 mil-
lion households, watch TV through satellite
and cable TV set-top boxes.

The decision yesterday was made in
compliance with the amended must-carry
rule issued on Feb 3, which says satellite
and cable TV operators must not carry any
ofthe six analogue channels if their free-TV

News ID: C-140909001005 (9 Sep 14/05:16)
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status ends. The rule was imposed to speed
up the country’s transition to digital TV and
encourage analogue channels to migrate to
the digital platform.

The NBTC also resolved on Sept 1 not
to extend free-TV status for analogue TV
channels after the 100-day extension period
ended on Aug 31. Five channels — channels
5,7, 9, 11 and Thai PBS — have agreed to
migrate to digital but only Channel 3, which
claims its analogue concession runs until
2020, is holding out.

Page: 1/1

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Clip: Full Color




Section: First Section/OPINION
Bangkok POSt Date: Tuesday 9 September 2014

Volume: - No: - Page: 10(Right)
Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 150.25 Ad Value: 225,375 PRValue (x3): 676,125 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 70,000 . . . .
Ad Rate: 1,500 Column: Thai Pulse: NBTC shows lack of courage in Channel 3 row

NBTC shows lack of courage in Channel 3 row

A

Thai
Pulse

Compiled by VEERA PRATEEPCHAIKUL and PLOENPOTE ATTHAKOR

Th broadcasting committee of the

e National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) should have
put internal differences aside and pressed for a
solution to its dispute with Channel 3 over the

move to digital broadcasts, Thai Post columnist
Plew See-ngern says.

“I thought family in-fighting was confined
mainly to the soap operas on Channel 3. But,
alas, the disease has spread to the broadcasting
committee,” he said in an opening salvo.

The committee five's members are Col
Nathee Sukonrat, the chairman, Thaweesak
Ngamsa-nga, Ms Supinya Klangnarong, Lt-Gen
Phirapong Manakit and Thawatchai Chitra-
pasanant. And yet they cannot agree on what to
do with Channel 3 despite the fact each of them
is paid handsomely at between 200,000-300,000
baht a month, said Plew.

They are paid to do their job which is to
enforce their resolution on Channel 3 and not
to fight one another or offer the media their per-
sonal views which cannot be enforced, allowing
Channel 3 to escape scot free. Or would the
broadcasting committee prefer to wait until the
National Council for Peace and Order inter-
venes and has them all sacked, Plew asks?

He urged the committee to stop making
excuses and concentrate on their jobs.

Plew said the airwaves used to belong to the
CAT Telephone Organisation of Thailand but
were then were brought under the discretion of
the NBTC.

In a fateful decision, the NBTC was split into
two committees, the broadcasting and telecom-
munications committees. The result is the
NBTC is merely a puppet with no real say but
merely acknowledges whatever decisions are
made by the committees, he said.

The second committee, on tel-
ecom munications, is headed by Assoc Prof
Setthapong Maleesuwan.

This panel, said Plew, staged a recent auction
to lease the 3G spectrum and made huge reve-
nues for the state and yet was heavily criticised.

He suggested the committees be merged, or
be dissolved leaving the NBTC intact.

News ID: C-140909001064 (9 Sep 14/05:51)

Netizens are reacting to Plew’s commentary.

One comment from Sasinapa Prapakamol
said Laos had advanced to 4G spectrum a long
time ago while Thailand is still stuck with 3G
spectrum because those responsible do not do
their jobs properly.

She said Channel 3 dared to defy the NBTC
because the revenue earned from commercial
air time on analogue is so great the NBTC could
not think of what to do with Channel 3.

Another writer said most Thais who use
smart phones don't know they are being
cheated. Thailand’s 3G was six times below the
“world standard” and worse even than Cambo-
dia’s 3G service, and yet more expensive.

Amazing car
theft saga

Th mysterious disappearance of 500

e luxury cars from the Customs Depart-
ment’s bonded warehouses made columnist
Mae Look Chan wonder whether magic powers
have something to do with what he describes as
another “Amazing Thailand” feat.

Writing in Thai Rath newspaper, he said
the thefts must have been an inside job, as the
warehouses are guarded around the clock.

What happened to the inventory account-
ing system? Had the accounting system
been checked properly, the disappearance
of so many cars surely would have been
noticed immediately.

He suspects corruption going back years,
and possibly involving more than just the two
junior officials who have been penalised so far
by Somchai Sajjapong, the new director-general
of the Customs Department.

The missing cars must have been registered
and probably are running on the streets with
their owners not paying a single baht in tax, said
the writer. Normally fully-imported cars are
subject to a 200% import duty and other taxes.
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He gave credit to Mr Somchai for his success
in retrieving about 100 out of the missing cars.

“He did a good job, but not good enough,”
said Mae Look Chan, adding he suspected some
high-ranking officials and car importers also
might be involved.

The writer suggests all imported cars be
taxed within 90 days during which time the cars
cannot be taken out of bonded warehouses
unless the importers provide a bank guarantee.

Dog lover runs
into flak

A 00 Samaritan who feeds stray
g dogs in her neighbourhood is
causing a stir in social media.

The woman who posted pictures of herself
and a bucket of dog food on a Pantip forum
webpage said feeding strays makes her feel
good. “It’s a kind of giving without wanting
anything in return”

While her feast for the dogs won praise from
dog lovers, many viewed it as “good deeds with-
out responsibility.” Her critics say strays breed
quickly and soon the creatures will be a social
burden. Adopting strays was a better solution.

Dog lovers argue the dogs are there anyway,
with or without people giving them food.

The woman’s good deed was just a show
of compassion.

But feeding them without adopting them is
selfish, the critics insisted.

“Tunderstand you feel pity for these poor

News ID: C-140909001064 (9 Sep 14/05:51)

dogs. But to feed them that way is to prolong the
problem and there will be even more strays on
the road.”

The debate is ongoing.

Hazing clip
draws ire
Netizens s

Mai University’s Education Faculty who pressed
students into joining a hazing ceremony.

The female lecturer rejected a call by a stu-
dent and his parents that he skipped the activ-
ity. They were worried his seniors may have
treated him roughly during hazing, the MThai
website reported.

Last week, local media reported the death
of a first-year student during a hazing incident
which is now under police investigation.

The lecturer, however, insisted that hazing
is mandatory.

A sense of fraternity is important for Chiang
Mai University, she said, and if the student
cannot accept the requirement, he may have to
find a new place to study.

She said an open university may suit him
better. If he did not take part in hazing he might
find he has no classes to attend, which would
hurt his chances of finding a job.

A netizen named Mechanic U said he had
never taken part in hazing but had no problems
in finding a job.

“Hazing must be a voluntary activity,’
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The Mthai website posts a voice clip of a Chiang
Mai University lecturer who pressed students into
taking part in a hazing ceremony.
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The NBTC and digital media operators discuss the TV Channel 3 problem.

News ID: C-140909001064 (9 Sep 14/05:51) Page: 4/4

tf iQN(—_‘WSCli = InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
p Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

www.ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/First Page

Date: Tuesday 9 September 2014
No: -

Ad Value: 32,985

Volume: -
Col.Inch: 21.99

Page: B1(Right)
PRValue (x3): 98,955

Headline: Channel 3 offers NBTC proposal

Clip: Full Color

Channel 3
offers NBTC
proposal

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Bangkok Entertainment, a subsidiary of
BEC World Plc and the concession holder
of Channel 3, submitted a proposal yes-
terday to the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
to solve the broadcast dispute over the ana-
logue channel.

Its proposal is that Channel 3 be
allowed to air digitally via the “real-time
pass-through” scheme, similar to satel-
lite and cable broadcasting transmissions.
But its digital broadcast must not violate
copyrights.

This means Channel 3 could move
content without copyright restrictions to
air digitally.

The NBTC's broadcasting panel passed a
resolution vesterday ordering satellite and
cable TV operators not to carry analogue
Channel 3, starting from 15 days from Sept
9. Three commissioners voted for the reso-
lution, including Supinya Klangnarong, Lt
Gen Peerapong Manakij and Tawatchai
Chitrapanun, while two voted against.

The resolution is in line with the
amended must-carry rule, announced on
Feb 3, that prohibits satellite and cable TV

News ID: C-140909001078 (9 Sep 14/05:56)
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operators from carrying any of the sixana-
logue channels after their free status ends.
Thisrule aimsto encourage analogue chan-
nels to migrate to the digital system, and
Channels 5, 7, 9, 11 and Thai PBS agreed
to migrate to the digital platform and air
via simulcast.

Only Channel 3 refused to migrate,
claiming its concession allows it to broad-
cast in analogue until 2020,

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC’s broadcasting committee, said
satellite and cable TV operators have to
inform their subscribers about the absence
of Channel 3. He disagrees with the pro-
posal, saying the committee should be
more concerned with the public impact
and any future legal complications.

The goal of any proposal should be to
supportdigital migration, which is the regu-
lator’s priority, he said. The NBTC should
have a backup plan for affected persons to
ensure fairness for every stakeholder.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC, said Channel 3 can still appeal its
resolution and air its broadcast via satellite
and cable TV during the process.

Bangkok Entertainment Co also sued
three NBTC commissioners yesterday —
Ms Supinya, Lt Gen Peerapong and Mr
Tawatchai — alleging abuse of power after
they told the media last Friday Channel 3
intends to delay the country’s digitisation.

Ms Supinya said she welcomed Chan-
nel 3’s proposal, but added the NBTC is
keepingits amended must-carryrule. She is
conferring with her legal team on whether
the lawsuit intends to obstruct government
operations. If so, she will countersue.
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Channel 3 faces blackout

WATCHDOG ORDERS SATELLITE AND CABLE
OPERATORS TO STOP ANALOG BROADCAST
SOON; BEC CAN STILL APPEAL DECISION

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,_
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE CONFLICT between the
National Broadecasting  and
Telecommunications Commission’s
broadcasting committee and the
operator of Channel 3 analog pro-
grammes has escalated - with legal
suitslodged and talk of counter-suits.
1t followed the committee’s deci-
sionyesterdaytoorder cable and satel-
lite TV networks to stop broadcasting
Bangkok Entertainment Co's (BEC)
programmes within 15 days.

Three out of five broadcasting
comimissioners - Supinya
Klangnarong, Thawatchai
Jittrapanun and Peerapong Manakit
- voted for the shutdown.

Cable and satellite TV operators
said that they must comply with such
a decision and would prepare meas-
ures to minimise the impact on
Channel 3 viewers. But they would
prefer that BEC and the committee
solve the problem through talks so
Channel 3 could still air on their plat-
forms.

Onemajoradvertising agency said
that the decision would be lead to
industry chaos.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said that the BEC could ask

the NBTC's 11-member board to hold
a special meeting to look into yester-
day’s decision by citing that it was
unfair.

He said he expects to get the com-
mittee’s official decision within seven
days and then he would forward it to
cable and satellite operators.

BEC yesterday filed a criminal suit
against Supinya on the grounds of
alleged malfeasance, defamation, and
abreach ofthe Computer Crimes Act.
It also filed suits against Thawatchai
and Peerapong for alleged malfea-
sance.

The cases are in connection to the
commissioners’ recent comments on
BEC’s decision not to simulcast its
analog programmes on the digital
channels of its sister company, BEC-
Multimedia.

BEC’ legal team said the filings
were an attempt to protect the com-
pany’s legal rights.

Supinyasaid that she was consult-
ing with her legal team to consider a
counter-suit, asthe BEClawsuit could
be regarded as an attempt to stop the
committee from ruling against the
company. BEC filed the suits before
the meeting.

Broadcasting committee chairman
Natee Sukonrat said that the com-
mittee’sdecision did not meanthecase
had reached a conclusion, as a con-
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BEC YESTERDAY FILED A
CRIMINAL SUIT AGAINST
SUPINYA KLANGNARONG ON
GROUNDS OF ALLEGED
MALFEASANCE, DEFAMATION
AND VIOLATING THE
COMPUTER CRIMES ACT. IT
ALSO FILED SUITS AGAINST
THAWATCHAIJITTRAPANUN
AND PEERAPONG MANAKIT
FOR ALLEGED MALFEASANCE.
SUPINYA WAS CONSIDERING
A COUNTER-SUIT AS THE BEC
SUIT COULD BE SEEN AS A
BID TO BLOCK THE PANEL.

nected case was still under the con-
sideration  of the  Central
Administrative Court.

Hesaid that the committee should
also prepare measures to remedy the
possible negative impact of its deci-
sion.

The committee convened yester-
daytoconsider whethertoallow cable
and satellite operators to carry
Channel 3 analog programmes on
their platforms as they are now only
allowed to carry free TV channels.
According to the committee, digital
T\/}’ channels are the only free chan-
nels.
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BEC also informed the committee
of its willingness to talk about the lat-
ter’s plan to have the company simul-
cast analog content as part of the
NBTCsmoveinthedigital TVeraand
have all operators switch to it.

Cable and satellite operators said
that whilethey would complywiththe
ruling, the NBTC must communicate
and clarify the reasonsbehind its deci-
sion.

Somporn Teerachanapong, chief
executive officer of PSI Holdings - the
country’s largest satellite TV operator
- said that the company must comply
with the decision as it was just a busi-
ness operator that obtained a licence
from the watchdog.

Somporn acknowledged that this
decision could have a huge impact on
viewers, who might not understand
the situation, particularly in regard to
the NBTC’s “must carry” rule.

The rule excludes existing analog
TV channels as a free service after the
stairt ofterrestrial-based digital chan-
nels.

Somporn said PST Holdings would
soon discuss the matter with the
NBTC commissioners and seek a way
tominimise the impact on audiences.

The company was preparingapro-
gramme to help its customers under-
stand the key reason behind the deci-
sion.

In the meantime, Somporn said
PSI, along with other leading cable
and satellite operators and on behalf
of the Association of National Cable
and Satellite TV Platform Operators,
wouldjointly organise a press confer-
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encetotackletheissuebefore Channel
3 was removed.

A source from a major advertising
agency acknowledged that both
advertising agencies and advertisers
would behithardifChannel 3abrupt-
lydiscontinued showing programmes
oncableand satellite, which represent
70 per cent of 23 million households
nationwide.

The source said the unplanned
shutdown of Channel 3, which was
one of the most popular stations for
advertisers, would be chaotic because
her agency worked on deals with the
station’s clients one-month in
advance.

The source added that selling and
buying advertising this month and
next month would still progress as
normal. But if there was an unex-
pected change, it would be hard to
imagine how the agency would cope
with thenumberofplanned dealswith
clients.

However, she said it had prepared
several solutionstothe possible prob-
lem; first was refunding money. The
second measure involved recom-
mending clients allocate the money
for other media channels.

In a separate matter, the commit-
tee is yet to grant the Television Pool
of Thailand’s request for Channel 3to
be allowed to simultaneously televise
the 17th Asian Games on bothitsana-
log channel and the Channel 33 dig-
ital (standard) channels operated by
BEC-Multimedia.
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Takorn Tantasith, secretary genefal fthe Natioal Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, yesterday said the watchdog was

confident it would meet the October 15

deadline tostart gwmg away

coupons under the digital set-top box scheme.

Two firms to print vouchers

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

CHAN WANICH Security Printing Co
and TKS Technologies will be con-
tracted to print digital TV vouchers
instead of the Government Lottery
Office out of concern that the GLO
cannot meet the time frame
ofbone month to complete the
jo

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission, said yesterday that the
hiring of the two security printing
companies was conditional on them
lowering their fees below the

News ID: C-140909003011 (9 Sep 14/05:55)
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Bt2.85-per-coupon quote from the
GLO. The NBTC is confident that it
can meet the deadline to start giv-
ing away the coupons on October 15
to 14.1 million households.

It plans to give away 8 vouchers

- this year.

According to the home- -registra-

tion database, the country has 23.8

million households, of which 14.1

million are owned by their residents.

The voucher distribution will
cover Bangkok, Chiang Mai,
Songkhla and Nakhon Ratchasima

‘before expanding to 45 provinces in

November.
It will reach 8 million households

- thisyear.
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Headline: Thaicom rejig to free up satellite capacity
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Thaicom rejig to free up satellite capacity

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thaicom Plc, the country’s sole satellite ser-
vice provider, is rearranging transponder
traffic in the congested Thaicom 5 and 6
satellites in a bid to handle overwhelm-
ing demand.

The reshuffle is expected to fulfil demand
from the waiting list for the newly launched
Thaicom 7 satellite, said vice-president for
corporate affairs Ekachai Phakdurong.

“After the rearrangement, we expect to
have three more transponders serving 60
digital TV channels for broadcasting firms,”
he said.

Mr Ekachai said Thaicom 7 was the
company’s first satellite to be fully reserved
before launch, thanks to booming demand
for digital TV and high-definition (HD)
video broadcasting.

Demand for bandwidth-intensive HD
video has increased the need for satellite
capacity, forcing operators to expand or
maximise the use of in-orbit fleets to pro-
vide services.

The local company on Sunday success-
fully launched its Thaicom 7 satellite to the
orbital slot 120 degrees east, covering Asia
and Australia.

The US$170-million satellite was
designed to serve the content deliv-
ery market.

“This shows that Asia-Pacific and Thai-
land are bracing for a shortage of capacity
on satellite transponders used for digital
TV, as broadcasters are rapidly expanding
digital channels,” Mr Ekachai said.

Thaicom chief executive Suphajee
Suthumpun said the launch of Thaicom
7 provides additional capacity to serve
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Thailand’s fast-growing broadcasting
industry while opening up new mar-
kets overseas.

The company expects to realise some
revenue from Thaicom 7 in the third-quar-
ter operating results.

Thaicom has three older satellites
in service.

Thaicom 4 (aka IPSTAR) is at 54% band-
width usage, while Thaicom 5 and 6 serving
Thailand are at full capacity.

Thaicom 4, 5 and 6 operate under

Information and Communication Tech-
nology Ministry concessions that are due
to expire over the next seven years.

The company is required to hand over
20.5% of revenue to the ministry.

Thaicom 7 is under a licensing regime
of the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission.

To deal with the overwhelming demand,
Mr Ekachai said Thaicom is accelerat-
ing plans to launch an eighth satellite by
early 2016.

The 24-transponder satellite will cost
about $170 million and sit in the orbital
slot at 78.5 degrees.

Thaicom expects consolidated revenue
to grow by 18% this year, boosted by the
local broadcasting sector and an effective
cost-cutting programme.

“We are likely to record a profit for a third
consecutive year after racking up losses the
previous seven years,” Mrs Suphajee said,
attributing the turnaround to a cross-part-
nership marketing strategy.
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