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EDITORIAL

Curtain up on CUTTHROAT digital TV scene

AFTER A ROUGH START, THE STAGE IS SET FOR A NEW BROADCASTING PLATFORM IN 2015

ftertrialsanderrors, the com-
Aing year will see Thailand

switch completely to digital
broadcasting. There hasbeenmuch
talk about the quality and quanti-
ty that digital television will bring,
but the underlying fact is that the
birthofthe platformmarkstheend
of the monopoly-and-concession
era. In 2015 Thailand's broadcast-
ingindustry will beawhole new ball
game.

The saga of Channel 3 analog
had threatened tohalt proceedings
before the first pitch. But, after the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission

stepped in as referee and allowed

the TV giant to air simultaneously
on digital, the game was suddenly
back on.

With the heavyweight TV sta-
tion back on board, the digital era
couldbegininearnest. Thetelecom
regulator watched in satisfaction
as the analog audience began
switching to thedigital platformas
expected.

Although the NBTC has been
criticised for weak public relations
and inefficiency in distributing the
set-topboxesneeded towatchdig-
ital TV, therehasbeenasteady flow
of viewersto the newplatform.The

total market share of 22 digital TV
channelsincreased by 81percentin
the eight months from April to
November, according to Nielsen.
Meanwhiletheanalog channelsare
losing theirgriponviewers.Ratings
for all existing terrestrial channels
have declined. Significantly, mar-
ket leaders Channels 7 and 3 -
which now broadcast on a parallel
basison thedigital platform-have
seen theirratings plunge by 7.7and
4,82 per cent, respectively.
Thessignals are clear: digital TV
isupand flyingand thereis nolook-
ing back. Next year the forecast is
for17millionviewers, but digital TV

could cast its net over a wider
swathe of the population if NBTC
can speed up network expansion
and distribution of the set-top
boxes.

Regardless, the anticipated
number of viewers will be suffi-
cient toseparate the winners from
the losers among broadcasters. -

Industry observers have
warned of fierce competition next
year. Old rules have been discard-
edandtraditionalgiantscutdown
tosizeonthenewplaying field. The
odds are now even, with no com-
petitorenjoyingacléaradvantage.
Each starts with the same tech-

nology and the same potential
audience. The quality of theircon-
tent willnowdecide theirfate,and
failuretodelivercould lead toearly
death. Combat will be cutthroat
with 24 channels fighting to cap-
ture the attention of viewers.
Fierce in the days when we only
had four terrestrial channels, the
heat of competition will be
unprecedented incoming months.

If 2014 was marked by clashes
over regulation, the coming year

" will be remembered for the battle

between operators. The time for
trial runs is over and there is little
room left forerror. Thestarting bell

THE QUALITY OF
BROADCASTERS’
CONTENT WILL NOW
DECIDE THEIR FATE,
AND FAILURE TO
DELIVER COULD LEAD
TO EARLY DEATH.

has sounded, and it is us - the
millions of viewers —whowill judge
the winners and losers in this new
game.
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