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PM sets date for per-second airtime charges

POST REPORTERS

Mobile phone network providers will start
charging customers by the second for air-
time from March 1, Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha says.

He said the new rates cannot be imple-
mented immediately because it will take
time to change to the new system.

“Changing the entire system [of airtime
charges] is no easy task.

“We can'’t do it in a day or two,” he
said during his televised weekly address
yesterday.

The premier said mobile phone ser-
vice operators must give their customers
options by offering them promotional cam-
paigns to suit their needs.

The government, the phone service
providers and consumers must be patient
when something new is introduced, Gen
Prayut said.

He added that in future, there will be a
lawto protect the interests of phone opera-
tors and users.

“Please rest assured that the National
Reform Council will find a way to benefit
all stakeholders,” the prime minister said.

He credited the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and the commercial mobile phone
operators for deciding to charge custom-
ers per second, instead of rounding up the
excess seconds into extra minutes.

On the subject of government lottery
tickets, which are sold at varying prices at
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different locations, Gen Prayut also asked
for more time to solve the problem.

He insisted the issue is complicated as
many factors need to be taken into account
such as distance, quotas, and prices,
among others.

“I ask that all parties be patient because
the problem of unequal pricing stems from
the complex mechanisms of how tickets are
sold,” he said.

The problem stems from the ticket
quota system, which includes a number
of middlemen.

The prime minister said the government
puts the people who are employed by the
sale of lottery tickets, many of whom are
blind or disabled, ahead of revenue gained
from sales.
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NBTC likely
to scrap
ratings plan

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

A plan by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
to issue licences and regulate TV ratings
companies is likely to be scrapped as its
legal subcommittee concluded that it does
not have such powers.

The NBTC's legal subcommittee said TV
ratings companies should notbe regulated
by the broadcasting regulator even if they
accepted it.

It’s likely that the broadcasting commit-
tee will cancel its plan to regulate TV ratings
firms, as suggested by the subcommittee.

However, the process of recruiting a new
TV ratings company by the Media Research
Bureau (MRB), a non-profit organisation
for media agencies and TV channel opera-
tors, is still going on.

Currently, Nielsen Thailand is the only
TV ratings company for the broadcasting
industry and many broadcasters have com-
plained about its accuracy. They requested
the NBTCto take aregulatoryrole in the TV
ratings and measurement system.

Under the planned regulation, the
broadcasting committee wanted to issue
new licences and regulate TV ratings com-
panies but not provide funding.

“The licensing regime will create market
competition among TV ratings companies
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and the NBTC could regulate them and
scrutinise problem cases in the future,” said
Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the regulator’s
broadcasting committee.

The NBTC has already drafted the regu-
lation for the TV ratings and measurement
system, which had public hearings last
July attended by media agencies, digital
TV operators and TV ratings companies.
However, the regulation’s announcement
in the Roval Gazette is still pending.

The MRB has set the criterion that the
winner of the selection process for the
new TV ratings company should comply
with the NBTC’s rules under the licens-
ing regime. If there is any complaint, the
MRB will ask the NBTC to help scrutinise
the case.

Currently, the MRB is working with the
Institute of Research and Development for
Public Enterprises to study the establish-
ment survey, a large face-to-face question-
naire designed to define the characteristics
ofthe population and find potential homes
for the installation of rating panels.

The broadcasting industry hopes the
new ratings company will help ensure the
accuracy of viewership and opinions from
TV viewers.

ATVindustrysource said the current TV
ratings agency, Nielsen Thailand, is trying
to convinee its major client, Unilever Thai-
land, to stay with it.

Nielsen Thailand has received many
complaints from media agencies about its
too-small sample size when it did the rat-
ings, failing to reflect the Thai population
and accurate viewing behaviour.

In the TV ratings measurement system,
the ratings company is chosen by adver-
tisers, who use consumer insight data for
product development and advertising.
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Thepchai questions SLC’s real intent in buying up big stake in Nation Group

THE NATION

NATION MULTIMEDIA GROUP editor-in-
chief Thepchai Yong has questioned the
real intention of Solution Comer (SLC)
and affiliates in buying up a large
amount of NMG shares.

He said NMG executives offered
friendly talks with SLC on reducing the
size of its shareholding in the media
company, so that NMG can maintainits
independence.

Thepchai was commenting during
the TV talk-show “Tob Jod” (Answering
Questions), broadcast on Thai PBS on
Thursday night. He said NMG executives
doubted the real intention behind why
SLC had bought a major shareholding in
NMG.

“Of course, Nation s a public compa-
ny listed on the stock market. Investors
have their full right to invest but unlike
other businesses, the media industry has
its own norm, philosophy, ethics and
practice for public interest, which
investors have to understand,” he said.

Some of the people connected to SLC
have beeninvestigated on charges of
stock manipulation, Thepchai noted.

“If they can buy into NMG in this man-

ner, they canalso do thesame withany

other media businesses,” he said, adding
“but the media businessis about credi-
bility — and credibility is something that
money cannot buy.”

Thepchai said a reductionin SLC’s
shareholding to a “proper level” in NMG
could show the public that the group
merely wants a business investment,
with no intention tointervene in the

Nation Multimedia Group editor-in-chief Thepchai Yong, second from fight, together

with Supinya Klangnarong, a member of the broadcasting committee of National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, third fromright, and National

Reform Council members Wasan Paileeklee, far right, on the Thai BPS talk show-
“Tob Jod” on Thursday night, hosted by Nattha Komolvadhin, far left.

company's management.

SLC has informed the market that it
holds 12.27 per cent of shares in NMG but
Thepchai noted that SLC had admitted
during aninformal talk with executives
of NMG recently they have a stake of
more than 30 per cent all together.

“They are trying to circumvent
requirements to do a compulsory tender
offer [to takeover NMG] since it would
require huge amounts of money,”
Thepchai said.

This news had given rise to concern -

among Nation executives that the real
intention is much more than a normal
business transaction, he said.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
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(NBTC)’s broadcasting committee, said
the software provider SLC should be
deemed as having violated the rule of
having a share cross-holding of mare
than10 per cent.

“| personally regard the stake-holding
as breaching the NBTC rule because SLC
already has 100 per cent in another digi-
tal television station, which is Spring
News,” she said. “But the NBTC has not
yet made any decision on this matter as
some members still have different opin-
ions onit,” she said.

The rule of not having share cross-
holdings applied when bids were taken
for digital-TV licences. SLC itself did not
apply for adigital TV licence, but its sub-
sidiary Spring News Television did.

AnNBTC subcommittee on legal
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Headline: Thepchai questions SLS’s real intent in buying up big stake in Nation Group

affairs is studying the case and will make
adecision on the matter soon, Supinya
said on the same TV programme.

National Reform Council (NRC)
member Wasan Paileeklee said the
council's media reform committee has
also taken an interest in the NMG-SLC
case ~ as a matter that reforms need to
be address. He said the main principle
was that the media should be free from
state or capitalist intervention.

“We don’'t want to see a monopoly in
the media industry in order to maintain
freedom of expression”, he explained
during the programme.

SLC chief executive officer Arak
Ratboriharn told Thai PBS separately -
that purchase of the stake in NMGwas a
pure business investment as his group
saw a good investment prospect in the
Nation Group. .

“We understand and accept the prin-
ciple of editorial independence. We also

invested in Spring News TV but allow the

channel its independence,” he said.

“We own Spring News but never use
the media to clarify our business deals,
particularly for this case (with the Nation

" Group) as we deemed that it’s personal
interest, not public interest,” he said.

Asked if SLC was interested in reduc-
ing its share stake in the Nation Group to
end the business conflict, Arak said his
group was open for business negotiation,
for long-terminterest.

“We are doing business and might
consider if anybody can offer a ‘good
price’ but basically we bought into
Nation Group, as we saw a good business
prospect in the long run,” he said.
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MUSIC & DANCE

TPO New Year concert

Prince Mahidol Hall

Mahidol University, Salaya campus

Today at 4pm

Thailand Philharmonic Orchestra celebrates
the arrival of 2015 with the “TPO New Year’s
Concert 2015” which features the debut of
celebrated conductor Christoph Poppen. The
programme includes works by Johann Strauss,
Tchaikovsky, Franz von Suppé, Johannes
Brahms and Mikhail Glinka.

® Tickets cost 300 and 500 baht (100 baht

Jor students up to bachelor's degree) from
Thai Ticket Major booths (visit wwuw.
thaiticketmajor.com). Visit wwuw:. thailandphil.
com or call 02-800-2525-34 ext 153/4.

Super Junior returns

Impact Arena, Muang Thong Thani
Nonthaburi

Today at 6pm and Tomorrow at 4pm
Presented by TrueMove H, the “Super Junior
World Tour ‘Super Show 6’ in Bangkok” is the
sixth concert by the famous South Korean
boy band, Super Junior. Formed in 2005 as

a 12-member group, Super Junior is the first
South Korean group ever to successfully stage
concerts in the Kingdom for six consecutive
years. They are also the first K-pop group to
perform 100 concerts worldwide to 1.4 mil-
lion fans.

® Tickets cost 1,200, 2,200, 3,200, 4,500,

5,000 and 6,000 baht from Thai Ticket Major
booths (www.thaiticketmajor.com or call
02-262-3456). Visit wwiw.facebook.com/
smtruethailand.

BSO concert in the park

Sala Bhirom Bhakdi

Lumpini Park, Rama IV Road

Tomorrow at 5.30pm

Bangkok Symphony Orchestra (BSO) is back
with the “Concert in the Park” shows on

Sun evenings. It presents a varied mixture

of light classical music, pop classics, movie
soundtrack and Broadway musical tunes and
popular Thai styles — joined by star guest
soloists/vocalists.

® There is no admission fee. Visit wwuw.
bangkoksymphony.org or call 02-255-6617/8 or
02-254-4954.

Salon concert

Neilson Hays Library, Surawong Road
Tomorrow at 7.30pm

Thai/Italian soprano Monique Klongtruad-
roke and Italian musician Jacopo Gianni-
noto will present a music programme with a

The ‘Pikachu Dance Show’ will take place at Siam Paragon today and tomorrow.

selection of rare songs from the 19th century
repertoire performed on a French romantic
guitar made in 1805. The performance is part
of their new project the “Salotto Musicale XIX”
bringing together several elements to recreate
the feeling and atmosphere of the “Salon” tra-
dition. The event also features a collaboration
with talented fashion designers Kem Issara
and Nasha Mekraksavanich and MW Make-up
Studio to bring a unique aesthetic approach
and visual quality to the show.

® Tickets cost 500 baht (300 baht for students
and members). Call 02-233-1731.

FAIRS & SALES

Plant seeds fair

Choncharoen Farm, Muang, Kanchanaburi
8am-5pm, until Jan 18

Held for the 8th year, the “Chiatai Fair 2015:
Miracle of the Plant Seeds” features a variety of
indigenous vegetables, rare species and com-
mercial vegetables; a showcase of vegetable
gardens in various designs; and sales of quality
agricultural products. Visitors will also learn

about how to plant vegetables for consump-
tion and commercial purpose.

® There is no admission fee. Visit wwu.
chiataigroup.com or call 02-639-4000 or
02-023-4993.
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Flea market for vintage lovers

Parking lot of State Railway of Thailand Head
Office, Hua Lamphong, Rama IV Road
Today and tomorrow, 3pm to midnight

Held under the “Children” theme by Made
by Legacy, the pioneer of hip flea market and
vintage lover community in Thailand, the
“Made by Legacy Flea Market V” will feature
stalls of old school toys and action heroes
from the past decades, a variety of rare vintage
items for home and lifestyle, and lots of food
and beverages.

® Entry fee is 100 baht per person. Visit wwuw.
madebylegacy.com or call 081-817-9033.

CHILDREN'’S DAY

Kids and wisdom

National Institute for Child and Family
Development, Mahidol University, Salaya
campus, Phutthamonthon Sai 4

Today, 8am-1.30pm

Held in collaboration with Big C Supercenter,
the “Thai Children... Wisdom of the Nation”
fair features many activities including fun
games and workshops on cake decoration
and pancake making. Children will also have
a chance to win prizes such as bicycles, rice
cookers, electric frying pans, fans, toys and gift
vouchers by posting their photos taken at the
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Big C booth located in Mahidol University on
www.Facebook.com/BigCSuperCenter.
® Call 02-250-4921.

Creative fund

NBTC, Phahon Yothin Sci 8

Today, 8.30am-4pm

Organised by the Office of National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), the “Happy Town Without E-Waste”
fair will get children to learn to sort waste
through an exhibition and fun games. There
are also exciting rides, puppetry, a screening
of favourite cartoons, a cover dance contest,
a cup cake decoration workshop, and fancy
face painting.

e Call 02-271-0151.

Fun with art

Bangkok Art and Culture Centre

Pathumwan intersection

Today, 10.30am-6pm

The “Dek-Art@bacc 2015: Wonderful Journey”
features various art activities, creative work-
shops on sand painting and paper collage, live
performances on classical music and khon
masked dance, mime shows, a screening of
short films and animations, and fun games.

® Call 02-214-6630—8 ext 534.

Free ice cream for kids

Swensen's store, ground floor

Siam Paragon, Rama | Road

Today at noon

Swensen’s will be giving away 100 ice cream
scoops to the first 100 children who line up at
the store from noon onwards. They will also
have a chance to get up close with celebrity
moms and their kids including Mew Lalita
and Nong Eton who will join the activity at the
store. The same amount of scoops will also
be given away to children from noon at all
branches of Swensen’s.

® Call 02-662-5477/8.

Fun kids by the river

Asiatique The Riverfront, Charoen Krung
Road

Today, 1pm-6pm

The “Children’s Day Celebration” features
activities in four zones. The Food Zone gathers
30 restaurants which offer complimentary
sweets, the Fun Zone is packed with fun games
including a bouncy house and a kart racing,
the Health Zone offers free health and dental
check-ups, and the Knowledge Zone show-
cases military tanks and helicopters. There are
also stage performances, live music and sales
of products from Bang Kholaem district.

o Visit www.asiatiquethailand.com.

Super fun

TK Park, 8th floor

CentralWorld, Ratchadamri Road

Today and tomorrow, 10am-5pm

The “Fun10” fair will be packed with fun
activities including a challenging adventure,
exciting games, street show-styled entertain-
ment, magic shows, juggling, Bozo the Clown
with balloons, a storytelling-themed show
and performances of khon masked dance and
music and dance performed by kids. All kids
who attend and participate are entitled to win
raffle prizes.

e Visit wwu.tkpark.or.th.

For adventurous kids

Thanya Park, Srinakarin Road

Today and tomorrow, 10am-7pm

Held in collaboration with the Environmen-
tal Entomology Research and Development
Centre of Kasetsart University, the “Little
Geniuses Discovery Native American World”
fair will take children and parents to explore
nature in a 10m enclosure that houses rare
insects and butterflies and meet big herds
of more than 200 sheep and rabbits. There
are also western cowboy shows and games
with prizes.

e Call 02-108-6000.

World of Pokemon

Parc Paragon, Siam Paragon, Rama | Road
Today and tomorrow, 10am-8pm

The “Pokemon Together Let’s Meet Pikachu”
fair features the debut appearance of 20
cute Pikachu mascots who will be flown in
from Japan to greet the young Thai fans with
“Pikachu Dance Show” five rounds a day.
There will also be Pokemon-inspired games
and activities and a showcase of a gigantic
Pokemon Trampoline.

e Tickets for the show is 100 baht. Call
02-610-8000.

Galaxy kids

Jungceylon Phuket

Today and tomorrow, 11am-5pm

The “Jungceylon Kids Day 2015” fair features
many space-related activities including the
“Space Battle” show and galaxy games. There
are also workshops on how to create a robot
from paper bags and decorate a doughnut.
Any children who don space costumes will
have a chance to win big prizes.

® Call 076-600-111.

Meet superheroes

Paradise Park, Srinakarin Road

Today and tomorrow, 1pm-6.30pm

Held to celebrate the National Children’s Day,
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the “Paradise Park J-Hero Fun Fest” is a rare
chance to meet the iconic superheroes and
famous cartoon characters from Japan includ-
ing Ultraman Zero, Ultraman Dyna, Monkey
D Luffy, Nami and Gon the Tiny Dinosaur.
There are also fun activities and giveaways for
all children.

e Call 02-787-1000.

For super kids

Future Park, Phahon Yothin Road
11am-7pm, until Jan 19

The “Future Park Super Kids” fair gets
children to meet and greet their favourite
superheroes exclusively for today Jan 10
before they will perform the “Iron Man Action
Show” at 11am, 2pm and 5pm. Another high-
light is “Pang Pond Dance Show” tomorrow
Jan 11 at the same showtime. There are also
daily screenings of favourite cartoons and

art workshops.

e Call 02-958-0011.
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