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TDRI uneasy
about NBTC
draft bill

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Thailand Development and Research
Institute (TDRI) has urged a halt in the
approval process of a draft bill governing
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), saying
the legislation could hurt the telecom
industry and weaken consumer protection.

The cabinetexpects to submit the NBTC
draft bill to the National Legislative Assem-
bly (NLA) for endorsement soon. The bill is
supposed to take effect by year-end.

“The bill should be revised over several
controversial issues, including frequency
allocation and the qualifications of NBTC
members,” said TDRI president Som-
kiat Tangkitvanich.

He said the bill suggested that the alloca-
tion of frequency could be done by other
means, including beauty contests, rather
than through auctions.

Mr Somkiat noted that the US aban-
doned the beauty contest method, deem-
ing it outdated and lacking transparency.

“Last year’s auctions of the 1800- and
900-megahertz spectrum for 4G licences
generated almost 300 billion baht for the
state,” he said.

In addition, Mr Somkiat said the bill
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requires commission members to hold a
military rank of at least lieutenant-gen-
eral, instead of choosing members with
experience and expertise in telecom and
new media.

This could favour military and open
loopholes for corruption, as any public
or private companies with strong political
connections could enjoy the benefit of the
NBTC's policies.

Mr Somkiat said the government should
continue using the current NBTC bill of
2010, waiting until the revised draft bill
lsamended.

The NBTC draft bill is one of eightunder
the digital economy master plan being pre-
pared by the government to submit to the
NLA for endorsement.

Mr Somkiat was speaking vesterday at a
seminar entitled “Five Years of the NBTC
and the Future of the Country’s Telecom-
munications’, hosted by the NBTC,

He said the bill is sparking concerns over
apossible weakening of consumer protec-
tion benefits.

He also said the state has provided too
much spectrum ranges to state enterprises
and military agencies.

The national regulator, meanwhile,
failed to reclaim frequencies from state
enterprises since the commission was set
up five years ago.

“I don’t agree that the country’s basic
telecom infrastructure and services must
be reserved for state enterprises to manage
and operate only. This could breach the
commitments to the World Trade Organi-
zation,” Mr Somkiat said.

“A lot of basic telecom services cur-
rently operated by state enterprises
can prove me right, when you compare
with the one operated by private tel-
ecom companies.”
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New NBTC board may not be

'media, consumer friendly’

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

A TELECOM expert fears the
National = Broadecasting  and
Telecommunications Commission’s
new seven-member board will be
dominated by senior bureaucrats and
militaryofficials - and that pressfree-
domand consumer protection s like-
ly to suffer.

Thailand Development Research
Institute  president  Somkiat
Tangkitvanich said this yesterday
when commenting onthe new NBTC
law ata seminar on the commission’s
performance over the past five years
and the future of the telecommuni-
cationsindustry. Theevent was host-
ed by the NBTC Policy Watch proj-
ect.

Hesaid a draft of the law required
contenders for the seven NBTC
board seats to be aged between 45
and 65 and that they must be high-
ranking police or military officers,
directors ofthestate enterprise, asso-
ciate professors or private sector
executives of companies with more
than Bt3 billion in revenue a year.
These qualifications blocked young
talent from start-up business con-
tending for the seats, he said.

‘Candidates mainly bureaucrats’

Somkiat said that based on this
requirement the candidates would
largely be made up of bureaucrats
and this could affect freedom of the
press and the protection of con-
sumers as most of them may not give
importance to these issues.

He said the selection committee
fortheboard would be mainlymade
up of members of judicial bodies,
and they would have no expertise in
the telecom and broadcasting
industries.

According to his interpretation,
the draft ofthe new NBTClaw opens

News ID: C-160514003014 (14 May 16/06:31)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

the way for the use of “beauty con-
tests” to reallocate TV broadcasting
spectra, besides the auction method,
and the former may not be able to
ensure the utmost fairness and
transparencyin spectrum reassign-
ment.

The new method would result in
licences being granted to bidders
with the most feasible business-
model proposals.

Thedraftlawisbeing considered
by the National Legislative
Assembly’s science and mass com-
munications committee following
Cabinet’s recent approval of the
draft.

Accordingtothe draft, theboard
would be made up of seven mem-
bers, a reduction from the present
11. Each of the seven will come from
aspecificbackground: radiobroad-
casting, TV broadcasting, telecom-
munications, engineering, law, eco-
nomics, and consumer protection.
However, itis not arequirement that
each ofthesefieldsisrepresented on
the board.

The ICT Ministry permanent
secretary will appoint a seven-
member committee to select the
board. The panel will be made up of
the chairmen of the Constitution
Court, the Supreme Court, the
Supreme Administration Court, the
Office of the National Anti-
Corruption Commission, the Office
of the Auditor-General and the
Ombudsman Office, and the gover-
nor of the Bank of Thailand.

After receiving the list of candi-
dates, the selection committee would
reduce the number of applicants to
14 within 30 days. Then it will sub-
mit the list of 14 candidates for the
Senate to consider within 30 days.

The ICT Ministry will have to
startthe selection process of the new
board at least 150 days ahead of the
expiry date of existing members’
terms - October 2017.
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Early end sought to simulcast privilege

NBTC COMMISSION MEMBER WANTS LEVEL-PLAYING FIELD IN INDUSTRY

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TO CREATE a level playing field in
the TV broadcasting industry, a
member of the  National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
has floated the idea of early termi-
nation of the simulcast period for
incumbent players as part of the
process of phasing out the analog
system.

“In my opinion, the existing reg-
ulations appear to benefit the
incumbent players in the analog sys-
tem more than the new ones.

“Forexample, broadcasting serv-
ice under state concessions is pro-
tected by law,” Supinya
Klangnarong, a member of the
NBTC’s Broadcasting Committee,
said yesterday.

To ensure that viewers were not
affected negatively by the birth of
digital TV broadcasting, the NBTC
decided to allow broadcasters to
simulcast their analog TV pro-

grammes via their digital channels.

Supinya spoke about this issue at
apublicforum jointly held yesterday
by the NBTC Policy Watch team and
the Thailand Research Fund to fol-
low up on the performance of the
NBTC after five years in operation.

She explained that having such a
privilege, analog TV broadcasters
were likely to pay less in annual
licence fees to the NBTC, as it was
difficult to classify the clear sources
of their revenue.

She acknowledged that this might
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be unfair for new players in the dig-
ital terrestrial TV business that were
alsofacing difficulties due to intense
competition in the market.
“Anotherissue affecting the ongo-
ing transition to the digital TV sys-
tem is the fact that major analog
players like Channel 7 and Channel
3 want to keep their analog broad-
casting services until their conces-
sion contracts expire,” she added.
Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television has the right to operate
Channel 7 until May 2023 under its
concession with the Army, while
MCOT’s concession with Bangkok
Entertainment Company to run

Channel 3 will run out in 2020.
Supinyasuggested that the simulcast
period should be ended in 2018 when
digital TV is fully available to all
households.

Despite facing legal limitations,
the NBTC has to seek ways to speed
up the digital transition, she said.

In response to a notification from
the Office of the Auditor-General
suggesting that the simulcast of
Channel 3’s full analog program-
ming via digital channel 33HD
appeared to violate broadcasting
regulations, she said the decision on
this matter aimed to support the
transition to digital TV.
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