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Headline: FDA reveals probes into celeb claims

Clip: Black/White

FDA reveals
probes into
celeb claims

More than 230 stars
charged in 6 years

POST REPORTERS

Some 230 celebrities and actors have
been charged by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) over the past
six years for exaggerating quality of
their dietary supplements and cos-
metic products, says Pattra Boonserm,
deputy secretary-general of FDA.

“About 60% of complaints lodged
with the FDA every year are related
to false advertisements, exaggerating
the qualities of food and drugs, medi-
cal devices and herbal products,” Ms
Pattra told a press briefing yesterday.

She said 60% of the complaints
involved 230 actors, singers and
YouTubers who endorsed the prod-
ucts. These celebrity endorsers and
net influencers were mostly charged
with exaggerating the effects of the
products and running advertisements
without permission from the FDA.

The FDA and the National Broad-
casting Telecommunication Commis-
sion (NBTC) said they took action over
more than 1,300 false advertisements
on social media and online.

The Food and Drug Act 1979 penal-
ised those who exaggerated the qual-
ity of food and drugs with a term of up
to three years in jail and/or a fine of
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up to 30,000 baht. For running adver-
tisements without obtaining the FDA’s
permit, the wrong-doers are liable for
a 5,000 baht fine.

She urged business operators to ask
for permission to run ads. She said
the FDA had opened on-line requests
with a wait of just eight days.

“All advertisements in whatever
form must be permitted by the
FDA,'she said.

Inarelated development, Yingyong
Yodbuangam, a famous folk singer
also known as Prayong Buangam,
yesterday posted on his social media
site that he has yet to receive a
police summons.

Yingyong is the latest celebrity to
be charged by FDA for exaggerating
the benefits of his caterpillar fungus
or “Tang Chao” food supplement
which was touted as a cure-all medi-
cine which could boost virility in men
and even suppress cancer cells.

Mr Yongyong said the responsible
company had removed the advertis-
ing content since Dec 25 after receiv-
ing a warning from FDA.

Last week, popular emcee Patchar-
asri “Kalamae” Benjamas was charged
with exaggerating the quality of her
food supplement product, “Botera’.

She said “Botera” has firmed up
her skin, and removed bags under her
eyes. She also claimed she didn’tneed
to resort to cosmetic surgery because
the product changed her facial fea-
tures to look more chiselled.
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Playwork seeks to
void NBTC ruling

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Playwork, a former pay TV partner
of state-owned public broadcaster
MCOT, has lodged a petition with the
Central Administrative Court, asking
it to nullify the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion’s (NBTC) resolution thatapproved
3.23 billion baht in compensation for
the 2600-megahertz spectrum recall
from MCOT.

The administrative lawsuit was
filed against the NBTC, its office and
MCOT, demanding the trio jointly pay
17.5 billion baht for damages with a
7.5% default interest
to Playwork, which
entered into a con-
tract with MCOT to
run a pay TV service ‘ ‘
on the 2600MHz

range in 2010, but

of 300 million baht passed onto MCOT
last year.

Last year MCOT, which disagreed
with the 3.23-billion-baht compensa-
tion by NBTC, also lodged a complaint
with the Central Administrative Court
regarding the resolution.

Asource in NBTC management who
requested anonymity questioned why
Playwork filed the complaint with the
court as the company has never held
any spectrum or operation licences
awarded by the NBTC office.

“Idon’tknow where the lawsuit and
Playwork’s demand for 17.5 billon baht
come from,” the source said.

Meanwhile, an
industry veteran who
requested anonym-
ity said three out of 14
candidates shortlisted
to vie for seven NBTC
board positions are

’

the project never got | don’t know linked with Playwork

offghe gro(lilpd. where the and the compensa-

ccording to . tion case.

MCOT’s notifica- lawsuit and The shortlist was

tsitonk sgnth to thef P|aywork’s ;nnotun(;ed t:y 'tltl,e
ock Exchange o enate Secretariat’s

Thailand on Jan 25, demand for 17.5 NBTC board selection

Playwork brought
the case to the Cen-
tral Administrative
Court in September
last year.

billon baht come
from.

NBTC SOURCE

committee on Jan 21.

The trio are Kit-
tisak Sriprasert, Jit-
nara Nawarat and
Pirongrong Ramasoota.

In the notifica-
tion, MCOT submit-
ted a plea that it is
not liable for such
damage payment
as the NBTC and its office are respon-
sible for paying the compensation to
MCOT and Playwork for the recall of
the spectrum.

The NBTC recalled the 2600MHz
spectrum range from MCOT for the
5G spectrum licence auction held
last February.

Following the spectrum recall, the
NBTC in June 2020 resolved to pay 3.23
billion baht in compensation to MCOT,
based on six years and five months
of the company’s rights to occupy
the spectrum.

The compensation is divided into 10
instalment payments, with the first sum
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Mr Kittisak served as

atelecom specialist for

Playwork from 2015-16

and Mr Jitnara was a

member of the NBTC'’s

subcommittee responsible for consid-
ering the compensation.

Ms Pirongrong was an adviser to
Chulalongkorn University’s team hired
to study the compensation figure.

“Playwork is informally owned by a
family member of a bigwig in the gov-
ernment,” the source said.

Meanwhile, a source familiar with
the disqualified candidates for the
NBTC board told the Bangkok Post
several of those who failed to make the
shortlist plan to file a complaint with
the Central Administrative Court today
because they believe the recruitment
process was unlawful.
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