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BROADCASTING

Regulator to set digital TV
direction with new roadmap

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The shifting digital TV industry should
become clearer soon as the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) board is expected
to approve core parts of the digital TV
roadmap draft on March 18.

The approval sets a new direction
for digital TV operators before their
licences expire in 2029.

Key details include the number of
providers for terrestrial TV broadcast-
ing networks, a plan to migrate satel-
lite TV using C-band satellite dishes to
KU-band dishes, and the direction for
operator licences after 2029.

The draft also recommends an
appropriate number of channels in the
future, an NBTC source who requested
anonymity told the Bangkok Post.

The source said the draft would
clear up uncertainties in the digital TV
landscape, helping operators plan their
business strategies.

The NBTC awarded 24 digital TV
licences in a 2013 auction. However,
only 14 channels remain as some
decided to cease operations due to the

hefty financial burden.

Local digital TV operators have strug-
gled to survive by developing various
broadcasting platforms as they com-
pete with popular over-the-top (OTT)
services.

The source said the details of the
draftinclude a method for awarding the
new TV operating licences after 2029.

The NBTC islikely to award licences
via a beauty contest, meaning those
with the most feasible proposals are
awarded licences, instead of the high-
est licence bid, noted the source.

UNLOCKING 3500MHZ

The Association of Digital TV Broad-
casting previously urged the NBTC to
reconsider its plan to auction the 3500-
3800 megahertz spectrum for providing
a telecom service.

The association said many satellite TV
stations use the spectrum range to air
programmes, while 60% of Thais view
digital TV programmes via a satellite dish.

The NBTC source said the regulator
should set a clear roadmap to migrate
viewers who use TV receive-only dishes
via a C-band spectrum to KU-band

satellite transponders by adjusting the
low-noise block downconverter (LNB)
and related dish equipment.

An LNB is a device mounted on a
satellite dish used to receive satellite
TV broadcasts.

The NBTC's plan to auction the
3500MHz range promotes the use
of 5G private networks by vertical
industries.

The source said the migration of digi-
tal TV users from C-band satellite to KU-
band satellite would cost viewers given
the adjustment of LNB, with an average
price of 1,500 baht per household.

The NBTC is studying an appropriate
migration method for digital TV satellite
viewers, added the source.

Digital TV channels provided service
on spectrum from 470MHz to 694MHz
at the start of their operations. Nowthe
range is 470MHz to 614MHz as some of
the spectrum was reallocated for tele-
com services, especially in the 700MHz
range, in line with International Tele-
communication Union standards.

WAITING FOR APPROVAL
A source on the NBTC board who
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requested anonymity told the Bangkok
Post the board is unlikely to approve
the OTT regulatory framework and
development of a national streaming
platform this month.

Though management has been
pushing for board approval of both
issues for a year, the majority of the
board said the two issues are too com-
plicated and involve several legal issues.

NBTC commissioner Pirongrong
Ramasoota previously urged the
board to issue a clear resolution on the
national streaming platform — a formal
centralised platform that connects all

{$ 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

real-time streaming programmes of
digital TV channels.

According to an NBTC study, the
streaming platforms AIS Play and True
ID could be shortcuts to establish a
national streaming platform through
closer collaboration between telecom
firms and digital TV operators.

The planned streaming platform
consolidates all streaming content
of digital TV operators and enables
related parties to accurately evaluate
the ad revenue model to benefit TV
programmes and channels.

The NBTC's division of engineering
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The NBTC board
is expected to
approve parts of
the digital TV
roadmap draft on
March 18.

and broadcasting technology finished
its term of reference for hiring an advi-
sor to create a platform prototype.

A panel on TV business studied a
framework for developing the plat-
form, looking at several alternatives,
said the source.

The funding to develop a national
platform would come from the NBTC,
with an estimated initial budget
of 200 million baht for platform
development.

The new platform could improve the
capability of existing streaming plat-
forms, said Mrs Pirongrong.
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