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NBTC employees request
a resolution of squabble

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

he Association of National Broad-

casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) Office Employees
is calling on all seven commissioners to
urgently resolve their dispute to enable
legal board meetings.

The group urged the NBTC commis-
sioners to resolve their conflict, par-
ticularly between four commissioners
and chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichai-
yapruck, so the office can proceed with
organising board meetings in accord-
ance with the law.

The regulator has repeatedly failed
to hold board meetings chaired by Dr
Sarana since July after a ruling by the
NBTCselection committee that month
found he lacked the qualifications to
hold the position, prompting a majority
of commissioners to boycott meetings
he chaired.

Six commissioners recently held
their own meetings without Dr Sarana
in a bid to clear a long list of agenda
items. However, some analysts have
questioned whether the meetings
are valid because they exclude the
chairman.

According to the association, the
conflict has created a vacuum in the
performance of the NBTC's duties.

“All employees are ready to perform
their duties in accordance with the law,
but they cannot because of the con-
flict, in which the employees have no
involvement,” noted the statement.

Dr Sarana said yesterday the NBTC
selection panel has no authority to
order him to stop performing his
duties. The panel recently ordered him
to cease performing his duties within
seven days of receiving an order or face
a daily fine of 50,000 baht.

He urged the public not to draw con-
clusions based on inaccurate informa-
tion while his court case is ongoing. Dr
Sarana maintains he is subject to unfair
treatment through a process that he
and his legal team consider unlawful.
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He challenged the selection com-
mittee’s authority and the legality ofits
order, noting the panel was established
as a special-purpose body under the
law and completed its mandate along
time ago.

The committee’s work was con-
cluded when the Senate approved
the final list of NBTC commissioners
on Sept 4, 2021, followed by the royal
appointment of all seven commission-
ers, Dr Sarana said.

He contends the committee’s
authority ceased under the statutory
framework governing the allocation
of radio frequency resources and the
regulation of broadcasting and tele-
communications, citing Constitutional
Court rulings that he says establish
a selection committee’s mandate
ends once the selection process is
completed.

Furthermore, Dr Sarana argued the
Frequency Allocation Act does not
empower the selection committee to
determine whether a person appointed
by royal command hasviolated the law,
or to order that person to cease per-
forming official duties.

He noted proceedings are still pend-
ingbefore the Supreme Administrative
Court.

Last month the Central Adminis-
trative Court ruled the panel’s ruling
in July to disqualify Dr Sarana was
lawful. Dr Sarana then lodged an
appeal with the upper court.

Regarding the committee’s order
for him to cease performing his duties,
he argued that accelerating enforce-
ment and imposing a daily fine of
50,000 baht before the judicial pro-
cess is concluded are unfair and place
unreasonable financial and psycholog-
ical pressure on an office-holder who
continues to serve in the interests of
the country.

Dr Sarana said the order fails to
explain the considerations and dis-
cretion used to determine the level of
the fine, which he considers dispropor-
tionately high.
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INTERNET

Gambling site faces nationwide access ban

POST REPORTERS

The Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society has blocked access to the online
gambling website Shuffle.com, which
has allegedly been linked to the spouse
of agovernment MP, permanent secretary
Pachara Anantasilp said.

He said the website was registered and
hosted on overseas servers, meaning Thai
authorities could block access only within
the country.

This required a court order and coordi-
nation with all internet service providers
(ISPs) in Thailand.

The ministry is improving its data sets to
enhance artificial intelligence (AI) systems
so they can automatically detectand block
illegal websites, rather than relying solely
on public complaints, he said. Mr Pachara
was responding to questions about why
the website had remained accessible.

He said the website had relatively little
activity among Thai users and was not
widely known or discussed locally, making
itdifficult for AT systems to detect without
sufficient domestic traffic.

In urgent cases involving serious threats
to national security, the ministry would
coordinate with the National Broadcasting

and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to impose immediate technical
blocks, he said.

Mr Pachara said the ministry had
improved its system for screening and
blocking illegal websites under the Com-
puter Crime Act, including by integrating
procedures with the courts.

These changes had shortened the pro-
cess of obtaining court orders to block
websites from about seven days to no more
than three or four days, he said.

The ministry blocked about 500,000
URLSs last year, while the figure had already
exceeded one million this year, he added.
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