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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC chiefs told to wait for
court ruling on chairman

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Management at the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) have urged all
commissioners to wait for a Supreme
Court ruling on the chairman’s quali-
fication to offer clarity on the leader-
ship deadlock.

The management also raised ques-
tions on irregularities in a series of
recent “special meetings” held by
the majority of commissioners with-
out the participation of chairman Dr
Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck.

“The NBTC office does not take polit-
ical sides. We stand strictly on the side
of the law,” said acting secretary-general
Trairat Viriyasirikul.

He said the commissioners should
wait for a definitive ruling from the
Supreme Administrative Court before
executing any potentially controversial
board mandates that could expose staff
to personal and legal liabilities.

Commissioner AM Thanapant Rai-
charoen earlier said that the majority of
the board members believe they have
the legal authority to hold the special
meetings without the chairman’s par-
ticipation, as the NBTC selection com-
mittee ruled in July that Dr Sarana is
disqualified from holding office.

The Central Administrative Court
agreed that the panel’s ruling was
lawful, and Dr Sarana appealed to the
higher court.

Until a final judgement is delivered,
Mr Trairat said the office will adhere
to administrative regulations before
implementing any legally question-
able board decisions. This means
it is uncertain whether resolutions
passed during the special meetings or
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directivesissued by the chairman possess
binding administrative authority, he
noted.

Executing disputed resolutions with-
out clear judicial backing could lead to
severe consequences for the regulator.

“If a board resolution orders me to
fine an operator millions of baht daily,
the operator will undoubtedly sue me
and the office because there is no con-
clusive proof whether that special meet-
ing was legally valid,” said Mr Trairat.

He insisted his primary duty was to
protect nearly 2,000 civil servants at the
office from legal jeopardy.

In addition, Mr Trairat highlighted
procedural irregularities during the
special meetings, such as the secretar-
iat receiving no official meeting tran-
scripts, certified meeting minutes, or
complete audio logs.

Moreover, if these six commissioners
consider the chairman to be unquali-
fied, he said they should have invoked
Section 20(5) of NBTC Act to select
one of them to serve as chairman. But
they did not make that move, said Mr
Trairat.

Instead, they appear to have avoided
selecting a new chairman, opting
to elect a chairman for each extraor-
dinary meeting on an ad hoc basis, he
noted.

AM Thanapant said the majority of
the NBTC board will send all related
resolutions from the special meetings
to the NBTC's secretariat office soon.

Sigve Brekke, group chief executive
of True Corporation, earlier voiced con-
cerns over delays in legal decisions on
key agenda items at NBTC board meet-
ings, warning that this could stall some
projects under the regulator’s Universal
Service Obligation programme.
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