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LATEST BLOW

The planned auctions of DTAC’s expiring
mobile spectra are pushed back indefinitely
until a new NBTC board is in place.

NBTC: No spectrum auctions until late 2018

Total Revenue of Round 858071818

Decision leaves DTAC
in bandwidth limbo

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Total Access Communication (DTAC) has
been dealt a fresh blow, with the planned
auctions of its expiring mobile spectra
pushed back indefinitely until the new
board of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
takes the helm later this year.

The existing NBTC board is to cease
making policy decisions this month. The
new NBTC board, however, should be
ready to take fully control after the expiry
of DTAC’s concession.

Auctions of the 1800- and 850-mega-
hertz spectra were initially scheduled to
take place this June, before the expira-
tion of DTAC’s 2G mobile concession
in September.

tion, butappropriateness,” said Prawit Lee-
sathapornwongsa, an NBTC board member.
The existing NBTC board has acting
status because its six-year working term
expired in October 2017.
The new NBTC Act that took effect in

June 2017 states that the government must
complete a recruitment process for the new
NBTC board to replace the existing NBTC.

The National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) is recruiting candidates for the new
NBTC board. The names of 14 final candi-
dates were selected in February, and the
NLA is expected to winnow the list to seven
names for voting in April.

The acting board can continue to over-
see the telecom and broadcast business in
terms of routine and critically urgent jobs
until a new board is established.

Mr Prawit said NBTC management
submitted a letter to the Council of State
in December 2017 asking for a clear resolu-
tion on whether the existing NBTC board
could hold the auction as scheduled. The
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The results of the
1800MHz spectrum
auction are shown in
late 2015. DTAC
failed to wina
licence. WICHAN

2 CHAROENKIATPAKUL
council has not given a reply.

Most members of the existing NBTC
board are uncomfortable with scheduling
the auction, as no one knows when or if
the board will receive a response from the
council, he said.

“The NBTC will definitely miss its origi-
nal auction timeline of June,” Mr Prawit
said. “I believe the existing board has the
authority to hold the aucton because it is
a critical issue that needs to be resolved
on time.

The obstacle preventing the NBTC from
running the auctions is “suitability’ he said.

The 1800- and 850MHz spectrum ranges
are operated by DTAC under a concession
from state-owned enterprise CAT Telecom.
The concession expires on Sept 30 this year.

The NBTC had planned to auction
10MHz of bandwidth on the 850MHz
spectrum and 90MHz on the 1800MHz
spectrum this year.

The original draft of the planned auc-
tions was already approved by the NBTC's
board in December and passed a public
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InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 E24 help@ignewsclip.com




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Monday 12 March 2018
Volume: - No: -

Col.Inch: 86.12

Ad Value: 129,180

Page: B1(Top Right), B3
PRValue (x3): 387,540

Headline: NBTC: No spectrum auctions until late 2018

Clip: Full Color

hearing the same month.

Based on the original timeline, the NBTC
was to award licences to winners by July,
or two months ahead of the expiry date of
DTAC's 1800- and 850MHz concession, in
order to avoid service disruption after the
concession expires.

Mr Prawit said that while the seven new
board members may be selected by April,
beginning the endorsement process, the
new board will not be able to complete an
auction by June or September.

The new NBTC board has to study and
update its job descriptions and existing
critical issues related to its authority, which
may take two or three months before worlk
can begin on important agenda items,
he said.

More importantly, the new board is

likely to revise the existing auction’s draft
because it needs to study all the important
details, Mr Prawit said.

“Itwould be very hard for the new board
to instantly move ahead with the auction
procedure, including all the details of the
auction’s draft that have already been
approved by the existing board,” he said.

Mr Prawit said that if the concession
expires in September but the spectrum
ranges have notbeen reallocated, the regu-
lator may have to issue a remedy measure
for remaining users on the spectrum to
avoid service disruption.

Under a remedy measure, DTAC must
continue service for its remaining users but

News ID: C-180312001017 (12 Mar 18/05:32)

‘f?iQN ewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

transfer all benefits (after expenses) to the
government.

The NBTC, however, does not oversee
remedy measures, as they can create dis-
putes because of differences in the calcula-
tions of benefit figures between operators
and the regulator.

DTAC has 800,000 subscribers under
its mobile concession on the 1800- and
850MHz network.

Mr Prawit said another factor hindering
the auction is the differing opinions among
the existing NBTC board about the auc-
tion draft.

The original auction’s draft for the
1800MHz spectrum approved late last
year divides the 90MHz of bandwidth into
onlythree slots or licences, each containing
30MHz. The reserve price was set at 37.45
billion baht (for 30MHz of bandwidth).

But in January the NBTC decided to
revise the auction’s conditions by dividing
the bandwidth into nine slots of 10MHz.
The reserve price for each slot (10MHz)
was reduced to 12.4 billion baht.

The NBTC said the change came after
a public hearing on the draft in December
and was aimed at encouraging competition
for licences.

The amended auction draft has yet to be
approved by the acting NBTC board.

Mr Prawit said some of the members of
the existing NBTC board disagreed with the
amended conditions.
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