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Headline: Operators get May 10 deadline

Clip: Full Color

BROADCASTING

Operators
get May 10
deadline

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The broadcast regulator has officially
set the deadline as May 10 for exist-
ing digital TV operators to return their
licences and exit the business in line
with Section 44, which allows them to
do so without additional penalties.

Operators must submit their pro-
posal to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) by the deadline and cannot
withdraw after submitting.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of NBTC, said the regulator called
the existing 22 digital TV channels to
join a meeting on May 7 to discuss
related information.

Previously, the NBTC gave relaxed
conditions allowing the TV operators to
submit proposals by May 10, whereby
they could withdraw if not happy with
the terms and conditions of the regula-
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tory draft.

“The NBTC finished the regulatory
conditions faster than the previous time-
line, when we expected to finish after
the May 10 deadline,” Mr Takorn said.

The government invoked Section
44 on April 10, which gave assistance
to existing TV operators and the three
major mobile operators.

For digital TV operators, the gov-
ernment will waive the remaining two
terms of their licence payments at 13.6
billion baht, as well as subsidise their
rental fees for broadcasting networks
(MUX) worth 18.7 billion baht for the
remaining nine years of their licences.

The major three mobile operators
— Advanced Info Service (AIS), True
Move and Total Access Communica-
tion (DTAC) — will be allowed to extend
their 900-megahertz licence payment
terms by five years, but onlyif they agree
to buy 700MHz licences.

The NBTC will allocate 45MHz of
bandwidth on the 700MHz range for
sale to the three mobile operators,
dividing it into three licences, each
containing 15MHz of bandwidth.

Money from the planned 700MHz
licence sale will be partly used for assis-
tance to all digital TV operators.

A source in digital TV said four or five
operators plan to return their licences
and go off the air.
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NBTC ISSUES DIGITAL TV
LICENCE PAYOUT OFFER

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday issued the regula-
tions on how it will compensate digital
TVlicence holders who want to return
the licences to the watchdog.

The NBTC will hold a meeting with
digital TV licence holders on May 7 to
explain more on these rules.
Broadcasters will have to decide
whether they will return the licences to
the NBTC, said the commission's sec-
retary general Takorn Tantasith.

Any broadcasters which want to
return the licences to the watchdog
have to inform the NBTC by May 10.
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Time to set
the press free

warning has been given. Thailand is inching

closer towards becoming a new China when

it comes to press freedom. The 2019 report

by Reporters Without Borders indicates that

the military regime has increasingly adopted
the Chinese style of total news control. It speaks vol-
umes about the dire situation here.

On World Press Freedom Day today, the media
and Thai people have no reason to celebrate. Along
with democracy, press independence and freedom of
expression in Thailand have been eroded over the past
five years under National Council for Peace and Order’s
(NCPO) rule. Intimidation of journalists, editorial inter-
ference, persecution of regime critics and the suspen-
sion of media outlets have become the new norm.

Since the 2014 coup, the NCPO's Orders No.97/2014
and 103/2014 have remained the major obstruction for
the media when it comes to news reporting. The orders
seek “cooperation” from the media to publicise the
regime’s propaganda and impose restrictions on what
they should refrain from reporting, such as airing “false
information” attacking the NCPO.

Of course, the orders have not resulted in sweeping
media suppression. Authorities have been selective
by taking action against vocal media outlets such as
Peace TV and Voice TV, which have connections with
politicians from the anti-regime camp. The National
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Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
has punished Voice TV at least 24 times, including

a broadcasting suspension just before the March 24
general election.

Other broadcasters are understood to have exerted
a level of self-censorship. They would rather avoid
problems than fix them.

Prominent broadcast journalists critical of the regime
have also been either removed from their programmes
or lost their jobs.

At the same time, certain media outlets have also
suffered internal pressure. Their newsrooms have been
watched and warned over their content.

And if intimidating the messengers is not bad
enough, authorities have expanded their crackdown
on freedom of expression to non-media people. Social
media users, activists and politicians have become their
new targets.

Thanks to draconian legislation, namely the Com-
puter Crime Act (CCA), the criminal defamation law, the
lese majeste law and the anti-sedition law, the authori-
ties under the watch of the regime have sufficient tools
to silence and punish them. For instance, the police
and the NCPO have accused people of violating the
CCA for entering “false information” into a computer
system and slapped them with criminal charges. Many
of these people merely expressed their opinions on
politics or just unwittingly shared false information on
social media.

For a country that once had far better freedom of
expression, having gone through such state intimida-
tion for halfa decade is a big loss. Now that Thailand is
undergoing a transition from military to civilian rule, it
should do away with the NCPO'’s orders.

New lawmakers, especially those from the anti-
regime political camp, must proceed with repealing the
NCPO'’s orders. Additionally, draconian laws must be
revised in order to prevent them from being exploited by
authorities to silence and punish journalists and people
who use the right to freedom of expression guaranteed
by the constitution.

It may be a cliche to say that freedom of the press is
freedom of the people. But that's true. And such free-
dom has lost its place in Thailand.
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