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TELECOMMUNICATION

Digital Economy Fund
expedience mandated

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The Digital Economy and Society Min-
istry and related agencies have been
ordered to speed up approving appli-
cations for the Digital Economy and
Society Development Fund (Digital
Economy Fund), set up a couple of
years ago to upgrade Thailand’s tel-
ecom infrastructure.

Yesterday Deputy Prime Minister
Sombkid Jatusripitak said the approval
process should take only 1-2 months.

The Digital Economy Fund was
established in 2017 as required by
the Act on Digital Development for
Economy and Society enacted in Janu-
ary 2017.

The Digital Development Act is a
consolidation of the three bills — the
Digital Economy and Society Com-
mittee Bill, the Digital Economy and
Society Development Fund Bill and
the Promotion of Digital Economy and
Society Bill.

The Digital Economy Fund is to
upgrade Thailand’s telecom infra-
structure using seed money from the
government, funding from the gov-
ernment’s annual budget, with 15%
of proceeds available from frequency
allocation by the National Broadcasting
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and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) and 15% from the NBTC’s
annual income.

In fiscal 2019, 2.6 billion baht was
allocated to the fund, with an additional
2 billion in fiscal 2020.

No money has been allocated to any
applications because of a delay in the
announcement of the regulations for
the fund’s use.

Mr Somkid also ordered a sub-
committee to consider applications
be established.

Kobsak Pootrakool, deputy secre-
tary-general to Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha for political affairs, said
there were 130 applications worth a
combined 12 billion baht proposed to
the fund since May this year.

The ministry originally intended to
approve project applications for fiscal
2019 by next March or April, but Mr
Somkid ordered approvals to be com-
pleted over the next 1-2 months.

In fiscal 2019 the fund plans to allo-
cate money for digital infrastructure,
government technology improvement
and human resource development,
while fiscal 2020 targets educational
technology, health technology, agri-
tech, government tech, human resource
tech, and fintech.
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Committee
for PDPA set
up to prepare

Stakeholder support
priority for office

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Ministry launched a committee yester-
day handling procedures related to the
Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA),
which is scheduled to come into force
May 2020.

Under the act, a Personal Data Pro-
tection Committee will be established.
Recruitment has started and board
members are expected to be appointed
by a committee next year.

The PDPA was published in the Royal
Gazettein May this year, but a one-year
grace period is allowed for stakeholders
to adjust.

The PDPA aligns with the standards
of the EU’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR).

DES Minister Buddhipongse Pun-
nakanta said the committee’s office will
be established on the seventh floor of
the Government Complex’s Building
B, with Vunnaporn Devahastin, per-
manent secretary for DES, serving as

The guidebook will
have details regarding
updated information in
the act, and practices
for personal data
storage and transfer.

BUDDHIPONGSE PUNNAKANTA
DES Minister

News ID: C-191001001039 (1 Oct 19/02:26)

a IQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited [ 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

acting secretary-general of the office.

Mr Buddhipongse said ensuring all
stakeholders clearly understand the
PDPA is important for businesses to
operate legitimately as well as to pro-
tect the rights of individuals.

As the law will not be enforced until
May nextyear, many companies, espe-
cially small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs), have yet to prepare for
the law, he said.

To boost understanding about the
legislation, the DES Ministry will organ-
ise a seminar titled “PDPA-Privacy for
All” on Oct 10. Ideas from the discus-
sion will be drawn into a guidebook for
directions corporations should follow
regarding the law.

Mr Buddhipongse said about 1,000
representatives from relevant parties
are expected to attend the seminar,
which will be held at Centara Hotel at
the Government Complex.

State agencies, SMEs, and the
finance, healthcare, tourism, industry
and technology sectors are expected
to participate in the event.

“The guidebook will have details
regarding updated information in the
act, and practices for personal data stor-
age and transfer,” he said.

The Digital Fund Committee
approved a 2-billion-baht budget for
new digital-related projects.

The committee was chaired by
Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatus-
ripitak yesterday.

Interested parties are allowed to
lodge project proposals with the com-
mittee from today until Oct 31.

The projects must concern fintech,
heath tech, government tech, innova-
tion tech, agriculture tech, digital ven-
tures and manpower.

The digital fund, which was set up
under the DES Act, is mainly funded
by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
which makes earnings through spec-
trum auction and annual fees from
telecom operators.
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