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Ad Rate: 1,500 Headline: Regulator agrees to single flat-rate numbering fee
TELECOMS

CHANGE IN NBTC REVENUE Z

Expected NBTC revenue aftera mobile phone numbering

charge by the regulator is adjusted to a flat rate of

Unit: Million baht per year

I 295
AWN 42.2

I 55.5
DTN -17'214.9

I 325 2020 2021 [M2022

212.1
TuC g
235.5

Remarks: Each operator now has a different mobile phone numbering fee structure

M Most of AWN's and DTN's mobile numbers are charged at 1 baht a month per number

B Most of TUC's mobile numbers are charged at 2 baht a month per number
Source: Mobile operators BKPgraphics
Regulat to singl
flat-rat bering f
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA fee for anumber is unchanged even ifa

user switches operators.
The telecom regulator has agreed to Some 70% of mobile numbers oper-
set a single flat rate of 1.62 baht forthe  ated by Advanced Info Service (AIS) and
mobile phone numbering fee collected  its subsidiary AWN are subject to a fee of
from operators per month per number.  one baht per month per number, while

The plan is expected to be imple- the rest are charged two baht.
mented inJanuaryafter a publichearing. The same figures apply to Total

The move is intended to create Access Communication (DTAC) and
equality amongoperatorsthat face dif-  its subsidiary DTAC TriNet Network
ferent numbering fee rates. (DTN).

The National Broadcasting and For True Move H Universal Commu-
Telecommunications Commission nication (TUC), 70% of mobile numbers
(NBTC) also halved the numbering fee  are charged two baht per number per
for fixed-line service to one baht per month, with the rest at one baht.
month per number. The numbering fees differ because

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen- of past allocation regimes. Numbers
eral of the NBTC, said that while the that came from the 2G mobile conces-
approach may seem to benefit mobile  sion are charged one baht per month
operators, itwill also be “aboon forthe  per number.
public in the future because a lot more Many mobile numbers from the con-
phone numbers will be needed for cession were transferred to AWN and
the next generation of wireless broad- DTN after the concession expired. The
band connection”. opposite is true for TUC.

The NBTC, he said, also plans to Mr Takorn said that when the NBTC
compel the major mobile operators called the bidding for 3G spectrum
to lower their promotional rates for licences in 2012, it decided to provide
customers, as costs will drop whenthe the bid winners with mobile phone
numbering fee dips. numbers that have a numbering fee of

More importantly, the singleratewill ~ one baht.
help ward off confusion among opera- AWN and DTN each demanded 24
tors when users change operators and  million numbers from the regulator,
keep their number, Mr Takorn said. The ~ while TUC asked for just 4 million.
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