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TV under fire for live updates

ANCHALEE KONGRUT

Cable TV news channels which
ignored official orders to halt live
broadcasts of Saturday night’s secu-
rity operation at Terminal 21 mall in
Nakhon Ratchasima will face conse-
quences, according to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tion Commission (NBTC).

NBTC secretary-general, Takorn
Tantasith, said several news stations
will be asked to explain why they con-
tinued live coverage ofthe operation
after 9.30pm.

“I had to call these channels’
executives to ask them to be coop-
erative because theselive broadcasts
compromised the security of officers
involved in the operation,” he said.

“Even then, they didn't completely
tone down their coverage.”

Mr Takorn, however, stopped short
of detailing the consequences these
cable news channels will face.

A number of local cable news sta-
tions have come under criticism for
their aggressive, tell-all style of cov-
erage, which was said to have com-
promised the operation to rescue
of hundreds of people trapped after
an armed gunman took refuge in a
popular mall in Nakhon Ratchasima
on Saturday.

As the hostage situation devel-
oped, a reporter for a cable TV news
channelreported on the movements
of security officers on the ground. The
live reports, which aired with a floor
plan of the mall, prompted authori-
ties to ask for the live broadcasts to
be halted.

Warat Kurachit, assistant
to the president for corporate
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communication at National Institute
of Development Administration, said
he hopes the NBTC can come up with
measures to keep “stubborn” media
outlets in line.

“It is not the first time that cable
TV news channels acted irresponsi-
bly ... It's about time the authorities
prescribe guidelines for covering
sensitive situations, along with rea-
sonable penalties to ensure compli-
ance,” he said.

Meanwhile, Minister of Digital
Economy and Society, Buddhipongse
Punnakanta said Facebook has
agreed to remove gory images related
to Saturday’s mass shooting from its
platform where possible.

The government has also asked
Google and YouTube to flag and
remove inappropriate content related
to the shootings.

Page: 1/1

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 help@ignewsclip.com



