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5 First S-Curve Virtual Conference returns with Season 2

After the overwhelming success of the “5
First S-Curve Virtual Conference,” an online
seminar organised by the Bangkok Post
Group in collaboration with Thailand Con-
vention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) and
the Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC)
that attracted over 10 million business-
people and SME entrepreneurs, the second
season, comprising five episodes, kicked off
on November 30, 2020, with “EP 1: Digital
Industry” webcast.

The webcast began with Depa president
and chief executive Dr. Nuttapon Nimman-
phatcharin, lecturing on “Digital Blueprint:
Thai Economy” A panel discussion on
“New Economy New Platform” followed
with experts in various fields, including Dr.
Apisak Chulaya from the Federation of Thai
Industries; Dr. Pratompong Srinuan, Senior
Economic Expert at NBTC; Mr. Tinnakorn
Laoraovirot, President of the Association of
Thai Software Industry (ATSI); Mr. Natwut
Amornvivat, President of True Digital
Group; and Ms. Vinit Rainanon, Post Inter-
national Media.

Dr. Nuttapon Nimmanphatcharin noted
that the Thai economy is in a period of
structural change. A digital economic and
social development plan has been formu-
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lated as part of the government’s 20-year
National Strategy, nine laws related to the
digital economy have been promulgated,
and a five-year digital action plan (2017-
2021) has been created. “To achieve the
vision for Thailand in the digital economy
era, we need to accelerate human resources
development,” Dr. Nuttapon said.

The country still lacks around 20,000
people in the digital field. Overall, Thailand
gets around 20,000 new workers each year,
13,000 of whom go into the industrial sector
while the other 7,000 enter other sectors.

A digital index survey by depa found
that in the third quarter of 2020 confidence
among digital industry entrepreneurs was
at 49.8, an increase over the second quarter,
suggesting that confidence had started to
return and that the digital infrastructure
was ready to support it. This makes it
advisable to expand the digital industry, Dr.
Nuttapon noted.

Dr. Pratompong Srinuan called Covid-19
a catalyst for faster technology transfor-
mation. He said that during the lockdown
more high-speed Internet services were
installed. As demand for bandwidth rose,
household internet consumption increased.
Meanwhile, the Covid-19 situation posed
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some difficulties. For instance, some tele-  with the new technologies more quickly
communications equipment could not be than would otherwise have been the case.
installed due to lack of access and other  Certain activities started to play a more
factors. significant role in peoples daily lives, in-

In the long run, the situation proved to  cluding ordering food online, transactions
be an opportunity for telecommunications ~ via smartphones, and e-payment services.
providers as it helped familiarise Thai people ~ In a new era where online transactions are
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Mr. Chana Wanichapun (Moderator)., Dr. Apisak Chulaya from the Federation of Thai Industries., Dr.
Pratompong Srinuan, Senior Economic Expert at NBTC., Mr. Tinnakorn Laoraovirot, President of the
Association of Thai Software Industry (ATSI)., Mr. Natwut Amornvivat, President of True Digital Group.,
Ms. Vinit Rainanon, Post International Media.
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increasingly prevalent, businesses that can
take action first and respond more speedily
will definitely have the upper hand.

Mr. Natwut Amornvivat spoke of chal-
lenges in the age of disruption, noting that
the events of the past couple of years have
divided businesses into two camps: those
that get disrupted and those benefitting
from technology. True Group is ready to
support implementation of digjtal technology
among businesses, thereby stimulating
them to become disruptors riding a wave
of sound telecommunication infrastructure
and a comprehensive digital ecosystem. He
encouraged entrepreneurs to continue to
develop businesses with digital technology.
He also urged them to keep pace with the
young generation so that they, too, spark
fresh ideas as to what it means to be an
innovator and disruptor.

Stay tuned for more episodes of 5 First
S-Curve Virtual Conference with topics
covering Medical, Robotics, Aviation and
Logistics, Biofuels and Biochemicals industries
via Facebook live streaming at Bangkok
Post and Post Today. More information,
please visit posttoday.com.
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NBTC lays digital infrastructure to
support trendy 5G technology

Venue Partner

Expert, The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC),
stated at the “New Economy New Platform of
Thai Economy” seminar that, “NBTC, as a
communications regulatory authority, has seen

how disruptive technologies have affected As THE GOVERNMENT

businesses over the past few years.”

“Disruptive technologies have emerged Is RESPONS'BLE FOR

since 2007-2008, led by the iPhone which

has had a huge impact on the media SETTING POLlClES’

and entertainment industry. Using a single

smartphone, consumers can enjoy all kinds of "' NEEDS To KEEP

entertainment content. They can listen to music,

watch any movies they like and so on. Over-the- ABRE AST WITH

top (OTT) media service is another area affected

by disruptive technology, as viewers have DIGITAL ECONOMY

switched from traditional platforms to digital

platforms.”
“Thailand’s telecommunications industry DEVELOPMENTS'

has been directly affected by disruptive
technology, since the use of 1G all the way to the
present 5G technology, which can provide
viewers with live streaming by phone.”

“NBTC has monitored its operational rules
and regulations accordingly and has been

D r. Pratompong Srinuan, Senior Economic
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driving Thailand’s digital transformation
since setting up a 5G spectrum auction
in mid-2019.”

Dr. Pratompong sees the current
Covid-19 pandemic accelerating the use
of digital technology.

“During the country lockdown period
due to Covid-19, mobile phone providers
expanded high-speed internet capacity to
cope with sharply increased bandwidth
demanded by household usage. In the
long term, there are big opportunities
for telecommunications and on-line
businesses as more Thai people become

familiar with digital technology. We have
also seen sharp increases in online
activities to order food, complete business
transactions, and make e-payments.
To avoid crashing communications
infrastructure systems, all this will require
new regulations. After the spread of
Covid-19, businesses that can take action
faster will have more advantages.”

The way Dr. Pratompong sees it, the
public sector should accelerate its
response to cope with the new 5G
technology era. “As the government
is responsible for setting policies, it
needs to keep abreast with digital
economy developments. Furthermore,
the public sector should utilise the new
technologies to support its operations
in order to serve advanced digital
technology users and prepare for the
world of IoT (Internet of Things).”

“The telecommunications regulator
and Ministry of Digital Economy &
Society should set up mechanisms to
support and motivate digital technology
investors in Thailand by way of tax
discounts and non-tax benefits. This will
then drive Thailand to become a digital
country in accordance with the stated
goals of the Thailand 4.0 plan.”

nano.
NBTC

B nand. @NBTC *«Call Center 1200
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