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NBTC foresees Thailand reaching
Asia Medical Hub status sooner than expected

Jog

structure into “Value-Based Economy”

or “Innovation-driven Economy”,
Thailand has marked five new
industries or New S-curves to drive
future economic trends including
Robotics, Aviation and Logistics, Biofuels
& Biochemicals, Digital, and Medical
Hub.

As part of the Thailand 4.0 initiative,
Thailand aims to enhance its healthcare
infrastructure and become the next Asia
Pacific Medical Hub by 2025. Achieving
the aspired-to top spot will require
continuous technological development
in Telehealth, Smart Medical and
Devices Robotics which rely on the
advancement in 5G technology and
other relevant technologies including
Al and big data, which can be used to
support data analytics and medical
services. These technologies are
catalysts that will drive Thailand to
reach its goal of being the next Asia
Pacific Medical Hub faster than
previously planned.

In evolving the traditional economic

DRIVING THAILAND INTO THE
“SMART HEALTH” ERA

Rather than being a hurdle, the
advent of technology disruption over
the past two-three years has been a
crucial factor spurring development
in technology infrastructure. This
phenomenon has been in line with
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
implementation of its policy and
planning of telecommunications
business strategy with the objective of
creating an “Eco System” linking
government agencies and private
sectors. This especially applies to
“content providers” and SMEs that will
be engaged to grow alongside.

The evolution of the medical
technology scheme is in compliance
with NBTC's 5G technology development
plan progressing the 5G first wave
frequency auction that was held in
February 2020. Moreover, mobile
operators are inducing network rollout
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THAILAND’S
MEDICAL
INDUSTRY HAS
BENEFITTED FROM
DATA ANALYSIS,
THROUGH 5G
TECHNOLOGY
AND CLOUD
COMPUTING.
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Headline: NBTC foresees Thailand reaching Asia Medical Hub status sooner than expected

throughout the country, especially the
Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC)
area to provide service to support 5G
applications in vertical sectors.

ENABLING ECO SYSTEM TO
PROMOTE DIGITAL ECONOMY

Theetanun Rattanasanyanuphap,
Executive Director of Telecommunication
Policy and Resource Management
Bureau, Office of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission stated, “NBTC has joined
hands with other sectors in supporting

Bangle

News ID: C-201211001053 (11 Dec 20/06:12)

‘ iQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

the telecommunications infrastructure
and application of 5G technology in
various industries. Furthermore, NBTC
is studying international guidelines
for promoting 5G deployment and
creating incentive policies to promote
investment in digital infrastructure and
services, and encourage the use of
digital technologies in healthcare. The
Smart Hospital initiative, with the
support of efficient telecommunications
infrastructure is an aspect that help us
achieve the Thailand 4.0 policy goal.
It also provides opportunities for
investment and business expansion.”

Data analytics, through 5G and
cloud computing infrastructure help
create value added to Medical Hub
industry, as it supports smart healthcare
applications. This is taken as the turning
point in transforming Thailand’s
economic structure to “Value-Based
Economy”.

nano.
NBTC

G ndandy. @NBTC “Call Center 1200
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Thailand’s Medical Hub golden opportumty

Another well-received “5 First S-Curve Virtual
Conference” was webcast on December 4,
2020. The second episode in the series was
headed, “Thailand Medical Hub: New Center
of Thai Economy”. The conference discussing
a promising industry was joined by experts
in various fields representing public and
private sectors. They included: Theetanun
Rattanasanyanuphap from the Office of
the National Broadcasting & Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC); Pongpat
Patanavanich, M.D., from TPP Healthcare
International Co., Ltd. and MedPark Hospital;
Kamthorn Kanchanavatee, Managing Di-
rector, Supreme Products Co., Ltd.; Naritcha
Torsutkanok, Vice President of Medical
& Health Device Manufacturer Industry
Club, Federation of Thai Industries; and
Nuchada Paradeevisut, Director of ExpoSis
Company Limited.

Organised, as previously, by Bangkok
Post Group in collaboration with Thailand
Convention & Exhibition Bureau (TCEB)
and Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC),
the conference started with a public lecture
on “Comprehensive Medical Care: Value,
Wealth, and the Economy of Thailand”
presented by Dr. Somsak Akksilp, Director
General of Department of Medical Services.

Ms. Theetanun then kicked off a panel
discussion, saying that the NBTC has con-
tributed to the foundation of the country’s
telecommunications infrastructure to drive
toward the goal of Thailand 4.0. He said
digital economy development and strong
telecommunications foundations in accordance
with government policy will help Thailand
develop a comprehensive medical care
industry and become the medical hub of
Asia ahead of its ten-year target.

“As one of the targeted ‘new economy’
industries, the government wants to push
the country’s medical industry to become
the Asia Pacific medical hub. Thailand’s
strengthening telecommunications foun-
dation is a catalyst to accelerate the plan,
especially adoption of artificial intelligence
(Al) and Data Analytics in medical services
provided by leading hospitals. The plan is
also in line with 5G technology development
whereby NBTC held an auction for 5G
licenses earlier this year.”

Dr. Pongpat commented on technology

News ID: C-201211001111 (11 Dec 20/06:42)
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Dr. Somsak Akksilp,
Director General of Department of Medical Services.

——
|

“"'"-,- FR Wi o

Pongpat Patanavanich, M.D., from TPP Healthcare
International Co., Ltd. and MedPark Hospital,,
Nuchada Paradeevisut, Director of ExpoSis Com-
pany Limited., Mr. Chana Wanichapun (Moderator).

research and development, saying that
while there is intense competition in other
countries, Thailand is mostly an importer.
Therefore, instead of focusing on research
or innovation, the country should concentrate
on efficient technology management such
as developing the ability to analyse results
rather than developing new technology.

Mr. Kamthorn recognised that Internet
of Things (IoT) will also help Thailand
become a medical hub. Home care smart
device development such as heart pulse
monitoring that does not require patients
to go to hospital is one example. Other
examples include queuing, telemedibot,
and drive thru pharmacy.

Mr. Naritcha noted that disruption
results in digital changes that in turn generate
more efficient consumer products at more
reasonable prices. Besides the medical
technology trend, collaboration between
organisations enables various innovations
to be accepted by people in medical fields.
This leads to an ecosystem for developing
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Mr. Chana Wanichapun (Moderator)., Naritcha Torsutkanok, Vice President of Medical & Health Device Manufacturer Industry Club., Mr. Montri Itvarakorn
Director and Secretary, Committee on Exhibition and Business Matching, The Thai Chamber of Commerce., Mrs. Sirima Limviriyalers, Senior Executive Vice
President of Bangkok Post Public Company Limited., Theetanun Rattanasanyanuphap, Director of the Telecommunication Policy and Management Bureau., Mr.
Salanroj Sutaschuto, Director, Central & Eastern Regional Office, TCEB., Kumthorn Kanchanavatee, Managing Director, Supreme Products Co.,Ltd.

(P i | vanue Poriner

position as a well-accepted medical hub by
international communities.

Ms. Nuchada shared her insights into the
exhibition industry, noting that exhibitions
have traditionally been staged face-to-face.
However, she said that in the current situa-
tion everyone has to adapt. In the medical
arena, people want to experience the prod-
ucts. Virtual models can be developed to
enable this but this takes time because they
require some experimentation in order to
reach an understanding of the product.
Sometimes samples must be sent for trial.
This makes closing a deal more difficult and
poses one of the greatest challenges the in-
dustry faces.

3 Stay tuned for complimentary live
Mr. Chana Wanichapun (Moderator)., Theetanun Rattanasanyanuphap, Director of the Telecommunication streaming of “5 First S-Curve Virtual Con-

Policy and Management Bureau., Kumthorn Kanchanavatee, Managing Director, Supreme Products Co.,Ltd.,
Naritcha Torsutkanok, Vice-president of the Medical and Health Device Manufacturers Industry Club.

‘ medical devices that cements Thailand’s

ference” Episode 3 on the robotics industry
on December 16, 2020, from 13.00-16.00

Sponsox Verwe Poriner hours at Post Today and Bangkok Post
o \,! | = o Tanghok Post nano. 6 | CENTARA [-:ac.cbook pages. More information, please
T v visit posttoday.com.
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