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TELECOMMUNICATION

New firm NT targets top
three in first year of services

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

NT: BUSINESS TARGETS

M The existing services of TOT (TOT Mobile) and
CAT Telecom (My by CAT) will be merged into
asingle brand, offering packages to the market.

National Telecom (NT), the new merged
entity of state enterprises CAT Telecom
and TOT, aims to become one of the
top three mobile service providers in
Thailand by the end of this year.

By March

2021

The target was spelled out by Bud-
dhipongse Punnakanta, the digital
economy and society (DES) minister,
who presided over the official launch
of NT yesterday.

NT is also in talks with two top
mobile operators — Advanced Info Ser-
vice (AIS) and True Move H Universal
Communication (TUC) — for agree-
ments on infrastructure-sharing on its
700-megahertz spectrum network as
well as roaming agreements to make
use of the 2600MHz range occupied by
the two major operators.

The agreements would target bol-
stering NT’s service quality and back-
office efficiency as part of the plan to
become atop three mobile operator by
year-end.

While the merger was made official
yesterday, a full consolidation of the
two organisations is expected to last
18 months.

Five NT board members have been
named, including Gp Capt Somsak
Khaosuwan, a former TOT board

By B NT Mobile should be among the country’s
top three mobile service providers.

M SIM cards solely for data usage will be launched
to satisfy demand in the market, particularly

year-end,
2021

among state agencies

B NT will participate in planned auctions

conducted by the telecom regulator (NBTC) for four
packages offering the right to use orbital satellite slots

chairman, who serves as chief execu-
tive of NT, and ML Chayotid Kridakon,
director of PTT’s board, who was made
the NT board chairman.

Mr Buddhipongse said NT would
be an alternative telecom and digital
service operator for the public offer-
ing service quality and a full range
of infrastructure.

NT assets comprise 25,000 telecom
towers, nine routes of submarine
cables, total spectrum of 600MHz of

BANGKOK POST GRAPHICS

bandwidth on six spectrum ranges,
4,000 kilometres of cable con-
duits, 4 million fibre-optics cores,
13 data centres and international
call services.

CAT mobile service — My by CAT
— has 2.5 million subscribers and TOT
mobile has 180,000 subscribers.

“NT needs to attain synergy between
TOT and CAT in terms of resources,
operations and organisational culture,”
said Mr Buddhipongse.

News ID: C-210108001116 (8 Jan 21/05:29)

a iQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/2

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 @ 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Section: Business/First Page - Business
Date: Friday 8 January 2021

Volume: - No: - Page: B1(Bottom)
Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 77.32  Ad Value: 108,248 PRValue (x3): 324,744 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 70,000 .. . . . )
Ad Rate: 1,400 Headline: New firm NT targets top three in first year of services
Mr Buddhipongse,

Both need to respect each other to
ensure better efficiency from smooth
operation and management.’

By March, NT Mobile wants to be
marketed as a sole brand and have
packages rolled out, unifying their ser-
vices that month, he said.

A source on the NT board who
requested anonymity said NT is in
talks with AIS and TUC regarding busi-
ness partnerships.

The talks began last year after CAT
won two slots for 700MHz licences from
the 5G spectrum licence auction held
in February.

The first partnership agreement

involves NT’s infrastructure-sharing
service on the 700MHz network, in
which AIS or TUC could make use of
NT'’s infrastructure, such as telecom
towers and radio transmitting devices.

AIS and TUC are expected to save
more costs using this method than net-
work investment.

The second concerns roaming agree-
ments CAT could capitalise off of via
the bandwidth held by AIS and TUC,
especially on the 2600MHz range.

Mr Buddhipongse said NT needs to
have more partnerships for 5G services
as the slots it holds are insufficient to
roll out 5G services nationwide.
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centre, at the
official launch for
NT yesterday. The
ceremony was
held at NT’s
headquarters,
previously CAT’s
headquarters on
Chaeng Watthana
Road. VARUTH
HIRUNYATHEB

“NT is in talks with the operators that
hold 2600MHz licences,” he said.

Mr Buddhipongse said NT plans to
participate in the planned auction for
the right to use satellite orbital slots,
which the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission has
scheduled for this year.

“Development of a satellite business
is one mission on NT’s business road-
map,” he said.

Four orbital slots are set for auction.
The first is 50.5°East and 51°E orbital
slots, with the second 78.5°E. The third
is 119.5°E and 120°E, with the last one
126°E and 142°E.
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