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Headline: Satellite slot auction in peril

STAR WARS

The NBTC's plan to auction satellite orbital
slots in March is unlikely as details in the draft
require amendment. B3

Satellite slot auction in peril
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Shorthanded NBTC
board faces choice

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator’s original plan to
auction off rights to use satellite orbital
slots in March is likely to be derailed as
several critical details in the draft auc-
tion agreement require amendment
and approval by the agency’s board,
says a source at the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) who requested anonymity.

The source said the board has two
options for the auction. The first is
approving its working panel’s proposals
regarding the amendment of the draft
auction agreement terms right away for
the auction to take place according to
the planned timeline.

Or the board may need to ask the
NBTC office to hold a public hearing
about amending the draft again.

The source said it remains doubt-
ful whether the first option would be
chosenbecause the existing board of six
remaining commissioners are working
under aspecial extension term granted
by the previous military regime, as the
board’s working term ended in October
2017. This may make the board hesitant
to act, said the source.

The selection of a new board has
begun. OnJan 21, the Senate Secretariat
announced 14 shortlisted candidates
vying for seven board member posi-
tions at the NBTC.

The NBTC said four orbital slot
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AM Thanapant says a delay in the auction of the satellite network rﬁay put the

.“ _

country at a disadvantage in the space economy.

packages are available for auction. They
consist of 50.5°East and 51°E orbital
slots, with the second 78.5°E. The third
is 119.5°E and 120°E, with the last for
126°E and 142°E.

According to the regulator, 728.2
million baht is set as a starting bid for
the first package, 366.5 million for the
second, 748.6 million for the third and
364.7 million for the fourth.

For each package, bid winners have
to pay in three instalments — 10% in
the first year, 40% in the fourth and the
remaining 50% in the sixth.

According to the draft, the operators
are obliged to reserve 10% of each satel-
lite’s capacity for state use. There is still
no clear indication as to whether the

state will pay for this.

Air Marshal Thanapant Raicharoen,
deputy secretary-general of the NBTC
and the head of the agency’s working
panel considering the auction condi-
tions, said the panel has acknowledged
several weak points in the draftat previ-
ous public hearings.

Amendment of the draft could be
completed by the end of February, and
the working panel could forward the
draft to the NBTC board for considera-
tion by March, he said.

AM Thanapant said he does not
know how the board would decide on
an amended draft.

“The delayed auction of the satellite
network filing may put the country at
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The panel has
acknowledged
several weak
points in the draft
at previous public
hearings.

AIR MARSHAL
THANAPANT RAICHAROEN

Deputy secrefary-general,

a disadvantage in the space economy
because of a lack of satellite orbital slot
use,” he said.

There is also a limited time for
unused orbital slots under the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union,
said AM Thanapant.

Some potential bidders have criti-
cised the draft, saying it contains several
loopholes that make them reluctant to
join the bids.

The criticism includes the operators’
obligation to reserve 10% of each satel-
lite’s capacity for state usage, without
clear details regarding what the opera-
tor should receive in return.

The draftalso indicates bidders must
have experience in satellite businesses
worth 1 billion baht or more.
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