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MoU signed
for UniNet
upgrade

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Ministry of Higher Education,
Science, Research and Innovation is
working with the National Broad casting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to upgrade the capacity of the
ministry’s UniNet high-speed commu-
nication fibre network for the benefit of
innovative R&D learning.

The cooperation is under a five-year
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
agreement signed by the two agen-
cies yesterday.

The agreement is aimed at enhanc-
ing the high-speed communication
system for higher education institutes
with free WiFi through the UniNet net-
work, which also connects with 100
other global education networks.

The cooperation would also be ben-
eficial to the government’s Universal
Service Obligation (USO) programme
meant to drive the country’s digi-
tal transformation.

Sirirerk Songsivilai, permanent sec-
retary for the ministry, said UniNet has
68,000 kilometres of optic fibre that
provides high-speed internet services
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Acting secretary-general of NBTC Trairat Viriyasirikul, left, and Mr Sirirerk sign the

Mol yesterday.

for universities.

UniNet is used by 2 million univer-
sity students as well as around 200,000
lecturers and university staff.

“The second round of the pandemic
comes with a push for streamlined dis-
tance learning or online education in
higher education. Earlier we thought
100% online education could take
shape in 10 years,” Mr Sirirerk said.

Cooperation with the NBTC would
be a boon for education, research and
innovation as well as science and tech-
nology, he said.

The ministry and the NBTC would
exchange knowledge and work with
UniNet stafffor the support of the USO
scheme, which will be handled by the

telecom regulator.

Hi-speed internet network does not
only serve as a fundamental infrastruc-
ture but has also become a paramount
driver for the country’s innovation and
research, he said.

“The collaboration would enhance
the capability of UniNet's members,
lecturers and researchers in line with
the fifth-generation [5G] wireless
broadband development, along with
Thailand 5.0 strategy in the future,” Mr
Sirirerk said.

The ministry also set out a vision to
bring the country's education, science,
research and innovation to interna-
tional standards and climb the com-
petitiveness ranking sustainably.
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TECHNOLOGY

NSTDA allots B6bn for BCG economy

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The National Science and Technology
Development Agency (NSTDA) says it
will spend 6 billion baht in 2021 fiscal
year to develop science and technology
catered to economic and social improve-
ment and the government's initiatives
of Bio-Circular-Green (BCG) economy.
“We will continue to use innovation,
science and technology to add more
value in real sectors, particularly agri-
culture and food, as well as support for
people’s participation,” said Narong Sir-
ilertworakul, president of the NSTDA.
Half of the sum will go to the East-
ern Economic Corridor of Innovation
(EECI) project, a new innovation hub
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in Rayong, the construction of which is
65% complete.

The construction is expected to be
completed by year-end.

The hub will be home to various
facilities, such as biorefinery and smart
manufacturing testing centres.

According to Mr Narong, the NSTDA
will leverage science and technology to
combat Covid-19, ranging from meas-
ures to prevent contraction and sup-
port treatment.

The agency will develop Active Phar-
maceutical Ingredients (API) for favila-
vir that can fight Covid-19 and support
vaccine manufacturing infrastructure to
combat future pandemics.

In 2020, research and technology

MPACTS

Mr Narong says
the NSTDA will
leverage science
and technology
to combat the
pandemic.
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development by the NSTDA generated
66.5 billion baht in economic and social
impact, 7.13 times the expense.

The NSTDA plays a part in the devel-
opment of science and technology used
by the private sector for manufacturing
worth 13.79 billion baht with 451 pro-
posed intellectual propertyregistrations.

This includes Battery 20C, G Rock
innovation, lightweight construction
material as well as B10 fuel.

The agency is also developing DNA-
based purity testing for F1 hybrid seeds,
which refers to the selective breeding of
a plant by cross-pollinating two different
parent plants for export.

The NSTDA also developed the
National Biobank of Thailand (NBT),

which keeps 6,051 genome datasamples,
1,391 plant samples, 6,501 microbes as
well as 12,936 DNA samples.

Chai Wutiwiwatchai, director of the
NSTDA's National Electronics and Com-
puter Technology Center (NECTEC),
said his agency will use technology to
increase yield for farmers.

The NECTEC plans toroll out an open
source software for real-time monitor-
ing for precision farming, he said. The
project is under collaboration with
mobile operator Total Access Com-
munication (DTAC) and the Chaipat-
tana Foundation.

The NECTECleverages artificial intel-
ligence through a partnership with tech
firm IBM for agricultural management.
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