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Suppression doomed

Anew generation young people is ready-
ingitself to tackle the problems passed
on to them by previous generations: the
climate emergency, economic inequal-
ity and the decomposition of cultural
integrity. The spirit of transformation
towards sustainability and social justice
has not only emerged in Thailand but
globally. The willingness to co-create a
just and flourishing society in harmony
with nature irrespective of the enormous
burdens from the past manifests itself

in the region as the “Milk Tea Alliance”:
young people in Hong Kong, Thailand,
Taiwan and now even more strongly

in Myanmar, India (farmers’ protests
supported by youth), and likely to be the
case also in Malaysia and Indonesia.

The reaction of the authorities is to
suppress this new generation of change
makers, in Myanmar with brutal vio-
lence and in Thailand with political and
cultural rigidity. When reading Chartchai
Parasuk’s March 4 column “Government
spends its way into trouble’; I realised
how counter-productive this invest-
ment in citizens’ suppression is, not only
in terms in the destruction of human
lives and careers of bright and creative
young people, but moreover in terms of
economic governance. Instead of joining
hands and creating common ground
to tackle the multitude of problems,
including the Covid-19 crisis on top of all
this, we create regimes of authoritarian-
ism, tolerance of cruel violence against
citizens and horror, the breaking up of

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING, 136 NA RANONG ROAD, KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110
Fax: +02 2403666, email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

constitutions and the twisting oflegal
guarantees protecting citizens in favour
of the positions of those in power. On top
of that we create more industrial estates
in tourist areas and keep enabling big
agribusiness to pollute our soil, water
and air, ranking us as among the worst
polluters globally. Is this the path to
solving the acute as well as long-term
economic problems Thailand and its
neighbours are facing? Will this restore
the economic motor of the region: qual-
ity tourism in an educational landscape
of resilient communities, free investiga-
tion and dialogue?

HANS VAN WILLENSWAARD

Disposable charters

Re: “Asean’s declining common denomi-
nator’, (Opinion, March 5).

A closer look at the principles of de-
mocracy, rule of law, good governance,
and protection of rights and freedoms,
enshrined in the Asean Charter seems
like they are gestures to appease Western
countries. In many ways, the Thai charter
also smells the same.

Prof Thitinan is correct that South-
east Asia covers the entire spectrum of
regime types ranging from one-party
systems to one-man shows but none of
Asean truly promotes what is enshrined
in the charter. Hence, the stance of neu-
trality or non-interference in the internal
affairs of others amounts to doing noth-
ing. So what is the use of the charter? To
promote what is enshrined in the charter
the bloc requires a few strong common
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values and principles. One way to begin
would be to modify the charter to expel
a country from the bloc which allows
military coups and forced takeovers. In
addition, any country ruled by a military
junta should face severe trade sanc-
tions. As long as the military remains the
ultimate arbiter of power, the charters
will remain disposable, just like fancy
toilet paper.

KULDEEP NAGI

Tatmadaw horrors

The whole world watches in horror at the
atrocities being perpetrated in Myan-
mar by the criminal General Min Aung
Hlaing and the thugs of his Tatmadaw.
At least 50 protesting civilians dead from
live bullets fired by the Tatmadaw or the
police, and countless hundreds rounded
up and thrown into vile prisons with-
out legal representation or legitimate
charges being laid.

It saddens beyond my ability to ex-
pressit.

But it does beg the question: How
many of these protesters cheered the
Tatmadaw on when it perpetrated
genocide against the Rohingya minority,
forcing more than 700,000 of them into
exile in neighbouring Bangladesh? They
were the lucky ones, for many others
were murdered or raped on the spot,
including women being defiled in front
of their children by penetration with rifle
barrels. Not to mention babies being
snatched from the breasts of their moth-
ers and being thrown into houses which
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the Tatmadaw had set alight.
If the Tatmadaw was capable of these
atrocities, is it any surprise that it has
no compunction in shooting ethnic
Burmese in its attempt to hold onto
absolute power.
DAVID BROWN

Solidarity search

Re: “Thailand’s dilemma in Myanmar
crisis’) (Opinion, March 2).

The very first highlighted conceptual
reference to be seen in the recent Chair’s
Statement on the Informal Asean Min-
isterial Meeting dealing with Myanmar
crisis is the necessity of strengthening
the regional solidarity of this organisa-
tion.

Solidarity is a universal value and
the practical modalities of its transla-
tion into life at the regional level within
Asean demand sustainable collective
diplomatic and political efforts. In this
respect, Asean members have not only
expressed their concern on the situation
in Myanmar, but they also called on all
parties to refrain from instigating further
violence, and for all sides to exercise ut-
most restraint as well as flexibility. They
also urged all parties concerned to seek
a peaceful solution, through constructive
dialogue, and practical reconciliation
in the interests of Myanmar's people
and their livelihood. In this regard, they
expressed Asean’s readiness to assist
Myanmar in a positive, peaceful and
constructive manner.

In this complex context, as a neigh-

bouring country sharing 2,401 kilome-
tres of border with Myanmar, Thailand,
a founder and active member of Asean,
has an important role to play in giv-
ing tangibility to regional solidarity so
dramatically confronted with ongoing
events in Myanmar.

I0AN VOICU

Making martyrs

Re: “Treat activist professionally’; (Edito-
rial, March 4).

While the Bangkok Post’s editor is
certainly right that “the case against
Chai-amorn Kaewwiboonpan must
be handled with the highest degree of
professionalism, and forethought’) mere
professionalism sets an important but
low standard. The most abusive, morally
rotten of tin pot dictators can act with
professionalism. Indeed, professional-
ism, sticking to the letter of the law,
worsens the harm committed when the
law itself has been corrupted to become
a tool of repression wielded against
those deemed enemies by that same law.
That concentration camp guards act with
a perfection of professionalism in follow-
ing the law cannot render just the injus-
tice of locking people up merely for the
crime of having a particular skin colour,
of being from a particular ethnic group,
ofholding a particular religious faith,
or of professing a particular political
opinion. An abundance of professional
legalism, essential though it be to a just
society, is no substitute for actual justice.

Again, the Post’s editor is right to point
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out its importance, but the sad reality

is that it already seems too late for Thai
authorities acting in the name of Thai
institutions “to show the public they will
adhere to a sensible application of the
law”. A sensible application of Thailand'’s
morally problematic lese majeste law
would have meant that not a single
protester had been charged over the
course of the past 12 months. That sen-
sible application of the law was rejected
in favour of intimidating those seeking
justice and peaceful democratic reform
for the Thai people.

Finally, that Chai-amorn has already
confessed to having broken the lese
majeste law in the name of justice for
the Thai nation proves him likely guilty
of that crime. Yes, he would seem to be
guilty as confessed. And yes, it is a crime,
meaning precisely and only that the
law says it’s a crime. His confession also
proves him as an example of moral ex-
cellence the like of which the Thai nation
rarely sees. Who else, save perhaps the
other young victims being persecuted
by its use by state institutions of the
same morally problematic law, exhibits
such moral excellence? Chai-amorn is
an example of moral courage for a just
cause for the sake of his nation. How
many citizens of the Thai nation, save his
fellow protesters similarly charged, can
compare with him in righteousness or in
selfless patriotism?

By sacrificing them on its altar to the
sacred, this law is making martyrs of
good Thai citizens.

FELIX QUI
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In need of Orwell

I was amused to read that Miss Universe
Thailand (BP, March 3) lost her job as
mental health ambassador because she
said during the political demonstra-
tions that she opposed violence on all
sides. As any mentally stable person in
Thailand knows if you can’t get what you
want through the democratic process,
the PDRC trying to forcefully shut down
the city of Bangkok or the military using
violence to get its way is perfectly accept-
able. Violence is only bad when “they”
engage in it.

George Orwell, where are you now

that we need you?

ERIC BAHRT

No changing soldiers

So, according to the government spokes-
man, our dedicated and concerned
prime minister had insufficient ime

to provide proper and comprehensive
explanations for his government’s nu-
merous failures as raised in the recent
confidence debate. Perhaps the PM
would have had more time had he been
able to control his impatience and bad
humour and stayed for the debate rather
than walking out in one of his frequent
hutffs on Thursday 18 Feb.

It is sometimes said, in this newspa-

per amongst others, that Gen Prayut
Chan-o-cha has transformed himself
from a soldier to a politician. If only
that were the case perhaps he would be
better equipped and more nuanced in
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dealing with opposition. But of course
old soldiers never really change. They
just (sometimes) change out of their
uniforms but still expect unquestioned
obedience.
LUDWIG
Bangkok

Asset amazement

Re: “Dept chief, spouse top asset list’)
(BP, March 5).

I was amazed to learn that Thai public
sector department heads and their
spouses have billions of baht of assets.
The civil service and military don’t pay
much — so what's their secret to wealth?
For example, the Community Develop-
ment Department director-general and
his spouse have over 10 billion baht in
debt-free assets, including 20 land plots
in Thailand and London, England. Or,
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munication Commissioner and his
spouse have 2.5 billion baht in assets and
93 million baht in debts.

Were they rich before entering public
service — a la Thaksin? Did they use
information from their public duties to
enrich themselves, such as advance in-
formation on which communities would
be developed, and how — or on setting
the terms of reference for 5G auctions?
Maybe all that they did was legal — but
was it ethical?

Our anti-corruption authorities and
investigative journalists should look into
the matter.

BURIN KANTABUTRA
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