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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Delay in 5G licence payment on cards

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) has been ordered to
study a proposal to delay 5G spec-
trum licence payment in a move to
help alleviate the financial hardship
of the winning bidders which have
been hard hit by the pandemic.

According to a source from the
Government House who requested
anonymity, ameeting of the national
committee to drive 5G technology
chaired by Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha yesterday agreed to
assign the NBTC to study the pos-
sibility of delaying the 5G spectrum
licence payment and other appropri-
ate solutions.

The NBTC was required to pro-
pose the solutions at the next meet-
ingwhich isnotyet scheduled. More
details are unavailable.

Thailand is a first mover for 5G
commercial adoption in Asean,
with network roll-out beginning in
the second quarter of 2020.

A5G spectrum licence auction for
the 2600MHz, 700MHz and 26-giga-
hertz ranges was held on Feb 16,
2020, raising a combined 100.52
billion baht. The auction took place
shortly before the first wave of the
pandemic hit Thailand.

The winning bidders were
Advanced Info Service (AIS), through
its subsidiary Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN); True Move H Uni-
versal Communication (TUC); Total

Access Communication (DTAC),
through its subsidiary DTAC TriNet;
and CAT Telecom and TOT.

The winning bidders are obliged
to pay in 10 instalments for the
700MHz licence, seven instalments
for 2600MHz and one time for the
26-gigahertz.

During the peak of the pandem-
ic’s first wave, 5G technology was
utilised through customised robots
for patient care and other healthcare
solutions, helping hospitals treating
Covid-19 patients.

In 2020, several industrial manu-
facturers began studying and part-
nering with major mobile opera-
tors for 5G tech solutions on a trial
basis, especially in the Eastern Eco-
nomic Corridor.
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Headline: Hit broadcasters of rape where it hurts

Hit broadcasters of rape where it hurts

romanticising rape in soap operas

Despite concerns, TV producers

F inesdo notstop TV producers from

but boycotts of products that gen-
erate vital advertising revenue mightdo
the trick, says a women’s rights group.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
has warned it will enforce fines issued
for producers who include rape scenes
in TV series and soap operas.

However, Chanettee Tinnam, a lec-
turer with Chulalongkorn University’s
Faculty of Communication Arts, said
the fines rarely work.

Ms Chanettee was speaking at a
seminar called “Stop rape scenes on
screen, stop repeating violence in soci-
ety’, held in Bangkok by the Women and
Men’s Progressive Movement Foun-
dation (WMP), a pro-gender equal-
ity organisation.

Despite rising concerns over depic-
tion of sexual violence on TV and maxi-
mum fines being imposed on produc-
ers flouting the law, the producers
appeared undeterred as if motivated
by rape scenes selling well, she said.

Some TV series producers also
ignored reprimands issued against
them by the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment and Human Security, said
Ms Chanettee.

Tackling the problem, she insisted,
may involve hitting producers
where it hurts the most: commer-
cial sponsorship.

Producers are more afraid of losing
adverts which keep them going and the
firms whose products they are promot-
ing care greatly that customers buy their
products. This relationship may give the
regulator its best chance of forcing TV
producers to comply with regulations,
said Ms Chanettee.

She suggested that a campaign be
waged to to improve people’s under-
standing about TV content that
might be seen as condoning sexual

appear undeterred, writes
Penchan Charoensuthipan

[] =
FINUVNUYUY

luazasii

Rights activisté turn up at the NBTC to demand that the regulator ban

rape scenes in TV dramas. CHANAT KATANYU

Rape is a crime,
so it shouldn’t
be portrayed on
TV as something
acceptable.

CHARI SISAWAT

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM WOMEN
AND MEN’'S PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT
FOUNDATION (WMP)

assaults, especially if it is also watched
by youngsters.

Young viewers will one day become
adult consumers who need to be mind-
ful of irresponsible acts by TV produc-
ers who damage society, she said.

Ms Chanettee said depicting rape
as a reflection of the real world was
acceptable but there was a very fine line
between doing that and romanticising
the assaults.

For example, TV series or soap
operas must not porfray rape as a pre-
text for the main male character to be
drawn romantically to a leading actress
and eventually forging aloving relation-
ship between them.

“Rape is a crime, so it shouldn’t be
portrayed on TV as something accept-
able,” said Chari Sisawat of the WMP.

She said several popular TV series
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featuring romanticised rape with a
happyending had been aired in evening
prime-time slots since 2007 and were
still being rerun.

She urged the NBTC to also take
action against these series being broad-
cast again. “Off screen, there neveris a
happy ending in a rape case,” she said.

Rapes should also notbe written into
scripts as punishments for villainous
female characters, Ms Chari added.

Certain TV series also contain scenes
of female characters being chastised
for the rape and even being blamed
forit, she said, adding that such scenes
had even discouraged rape victims
from filing police compliants against
their attackers.

Ms Chari said that out of 36 sexual
violence cases the WMP had handled,
only 14 made it as far as police prosecu-
tions — the rest opted for out-of-court
settlements and even had to leave the
areas they lived in to escape the stigma.

Some talk shows and game shows
were also found to contain sexual
harassment jokes and verbal violence
against women, she said.

The law outlaws TV and radio sta-
tions from airing any content deemed
immoral or a serious threat to public
health, said Soemphong Charuloetwut,
amemberofthe NBTC's sub-committee
on radio and television broadcasting.

Chintana Chanbamrung, director-
general of the Department of Women's
Affairs and Family Development, said it
had tasked a sub-committee with cam-
paigning for gender equality.

It was also working with other organ-
isations, including the NBTC, in moni-
toring all forms of media for acts that
trampled on women’s rights and gender
equality, she said.

And to mark International Women's
Day yesterday, the department called
for better protection of women rights
and gender equality.
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