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Headline: mu Space buys bid option for satellite slot

Clip: Full Color

mu Space buys bid
option for satellite slot

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

hailand-based satellite and

space tech firm mu Space and
Advanced Technology bought a bid
envelope for satellite orbital slot
packages from the telecom regu-
lator, which kicked off the bidding
campaign yesterday.

The company, led by 36-year-old
executive James Yenbamroong, was
the first and only firm to buy a bid
envelope worth 500,000 baht on
the first day interested parties were
allowed to do so by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC).

Envelopes can be purchased until
June 20.

SET-listed satellite service firm
Thaicom is expected to buy an enve-
lope next week.

Telecom veterans believe only
a few bidders will join despite the
regulator lowering the starting bid
for some packages and easing con-
ditions such as experience require-
ments for geostationary satellite
operation.

According to the conditions, even
if there is only one bidder, it can
secure a slot if it meets the starting
price.

Each bidder can bid for all four
packages.

A source at the NBTC who
requested anonymity said Thai-
com and mu Space are believed to
be potential bidders at the auction.

Thaicom is expected to buy a bid
envelope next week as it still has to
seek approval from its board.

“It is okay to conduct an auction
even if there are only two competi-
tors,” said the source.

“The regulator wants to see the
country move towards liberalis-
ing the satellite business, rather
than prioritising high prices from
bidding”

There are four slot packages up
for auction. The first package con-
sists of 50.5°East and 51°E slots with
areserve price of 677 million baht;
the second is 78.5°E with a reserve
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wants to see
the country
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bidding.

ANONYMOUS
NBTC

price of 366.4 million; the third
involves 119.5°E and 120°E at 393
million; and the last is for 126°E and
142°E for 364.6 million.

Candidates are allowed to submit
their bid request on June 21.

The NBTC plans to announce a
list of the bidders on July 5, followed
by qualification checksonJuly 12. A
mockauctionis scheduled between
July 19-21.

The auction is slated for July 24,
with the results approved within
seven days.

mu Space was established in 2017
with registered capital of 105 million
baht.

Through collaboration with state
telecom enterprise TOT, mu Space
successfully launched a server pay-
load into space with Blue Origin’s
rocket from Texas on Oct 13, 2020.

The payload includes a web
server, an Internet of Things plat-
form, and big data devices.
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