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PLENTY OF OPTIONS

Thaicom is keen on several opportunities in
the space economy as its government satellite
concession expires. 2
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Thaicom ready to
navigate new frontiers

With the expiry of its satellite concession, the firm looks to a panoply of
opportunities in the space economy, writes Komsan Tortermvasana

Mr Hnant says
the company can
enter the drone
business through
the development
of flight control
systems,
unmanned aerial
vehicles and
satellite data
analytic services.

News ID: C-210918001005 (18 Sep 21/06:21) Page: 1/3

EQNEWSCHPM InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
www.ignewsclip.com Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 9 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Volume: -

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,400

Col.Inch: 121.67 Ad Value: 170,338
Column: CORPORATE PROFILE: Thaicom ready to navigate new frontiers

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Saturday 18 September 2021

No: -

Page: 1(Top Right), 2
PRValue (x3): 511,014

Clip: Full Color

espite a30-year satellite operat-
ing concession ending on Sept
10, SET-listed Thaicom is still
optimistic about the future,
indicating the space economy
offers a myriad of business opportunities.

The company is considering a synergy
of its core value assets and partnerships to
provide space-air-ground smart solutions.

“The expiry of the concession is nota dis-
ruption for us. The satellite business has
been disrupted by innovation for decades,’
Thaicom chief executive Anant Kaewruam-
vongs told the Bangkok Post.

The expiry of Thaicom’s concession
draws the curtain on the concessionregime
in the telecom sector, following a series
of concessions for mobile and fixed-line
phone services.

Thaicom 4 and 6 satellites as well as own-
ership of related assets, such as the control
system, have been transferred to the Digital
Economy and Society Ministry after Thai-
com’s concession ended.

Thaicom 4 is a broadband satellite and
Thaicom 6 is broadcasting satellite.

Thaicom can continue to operate Thai-
com 7 and 8 satellites under a single licence
provided by National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC).

The National Digital Economy and Soci-
ety Committee recently resolved to assign
National Telecom (NT) to handle Thaicom 4
and 6 operations after the concession ended
to ensure seamless customer services.

The NT, which was founded through a
merger of CAT Telecom and TOT in January
this year, is considering hiring Thaicom to
handle the satellite control system for Tha-
icom4 and 6.

NEW BUSINESSES AHEAD

Mr Anant said Thaicom's management and
staff still have a positive outlook about the
firm.

99

The new
challenge is
how to ride the
oncoming curve
of tech innovation
over the next
decade to ensure
a steady revenue
stream.

ANANT KAEWRUAMVONGS
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, THAICOM

“The end of Thaicom 4 and 6 satellite
capacity is not a threat to the firm. We
believe the new space economy is a blue
ocean for us,” he said.

Thaicom’s brand is strong and well recog-
nised by international satellite manufactur-
ers from Europe and China, said Mr Anant.

The company has skilled and experi-
enced employees and management who
work together effectively on marketing
strategies, he said. It also has a strong rela-
tionship with state agencies through its
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operational footprint.

Mr Anant, who has been a company
leader for two years, stressed the new chal-
lenge is how to ride the oncoming curve
of tech innovation over the next decade to
ensure a steady revenue stream.

The long-term revenue stream will come
two business outlooks, he said.

The firstlies in new potential businesses
in line with the macro-economy, including
space-air-ground smart solutions.

Mr Anant said the company can tap into
the drone business through the develop-
ment of flight control systems, unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs), satellite data analytic
services, digital platforms for drones as a
service, as well as drone spraying services.

Thaicom may work with partners through
a consortium to discuss with satellite
makers building a new broadband internet
satellite called a software defined satellite
(SDS), he said.

SDS can supportflexible and fine-grained
networks, improve collaboration between
satellites and the compatibility of heteroge-
nous space systems, as well asreduce costs,
said Mr Anant.

The budget for such projects is undeter-
mined, pending more study of the end-user
market, as the technology will compete with
fixed broadband and fibre-optic internet
services.

The second business outlook concerns
partnership in the low-earth-orbit (LEO)
satellite business, he said.

LEO satellites operate 500-2,000 kilo-
metres above the Earth's surface, compared
with a height 0f36,000km for geostationary
satellites, which are considered the tradi-
tional type of communications satellites.

The advantage of the lower orbit is lower
latency, which offers access to high-speed
internet services.

“Satellite business in the new space econ-
omy is very interesting,” said Mr Anant.
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Satellite service should not only focus
on TV or telecom business, but also aerial
photography services through synergy with
UAVs and Internet of Things solutions on
the ground, he said.

“The space economy can allow countries
to boost their competitiveness,” Mr Anant
said.

China, for example, developed a clear
roadmap for its space economy and plans
to capitalise on satellite orbital slots through
anumber of high-, medium- and LEO satel-
lites, as well as integrated smart solutions to
drive its macroeconomy, he said.

Inthe near future, governments are likely
to use satellite services more, such as for
real-time aerial photography to provide
natural disaster warnings, said Mr Anant.

Satellites can also support communica-
tion in the industrial sector, he said.

“Development of satellite-related inno-
vation could usher in new solutions for
business and mass public adoption,” said
Mr Anant.

For example, solar cell technology was
developed from usage in satellites before
being adopted for public use, he said.

“Thaicom also plans to enter the smart
solution business linked with the space
economy,” said Mr Anant.
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ONGOING DISPUTES

Although Thaicom’s concession expired,
the company is still locked in several legal
disputes with the state.

The NBTC passed a resolution on May 25
that Thaicom is allowed to use the satellite
orbital slots of 10 satellite network filings,
including those used by the Thaicom 7 and
8, only until Sept 10, when the firm's con-
cession ended.

The company disagreed, saying the right
to use the satellite orbital slots for Thaicom 7
and 8 does not fall under the concession, but
under alicence for telecom services granted
by the NBTC, which means the network
filings can be used for the duration of the
satellites’ lifespans.

Thaicom filed a complaint in July seeking
the court’s judgment to revoke the NBTC
resolution as well as an injunction to sus-
pend the effect of the resolution.

The Central Administrative Court on
Aug 9 issued an injunction to suspend the
enforcement of the resolution until the court
rules on the dispute.

Mr Anant declined to comment on the
dispute, saying this is a sensitive issue.

Mr Anant retires at the end of this year
and his deputy Patompop Suwansiri is
expected to succeed him.
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