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A MOMENTARY CONCESSION
Th: nirw Thaicom CEO wands to diversity
from sabellite business te digital platforms

and sokutlons vla parinerships. B4

New Thaicom chief to set out future plans

He says his focus is
on digital platforms

KOMSAN TORTERMVASAMNA

Patompeoh Suwansicd, newly appointed
chief executive of satellite service
operator Thaicom Ple, has vowed 1o
continue pursuing business diversifi-
cation by capitalising on its assets and
forging partnerships to provide space-
wir-groumnd smart sedutions as it gims
to create long-term revenues beyond
its satellite business.

Mr Patompob began his leader-
ship role at Thaicom on Jan 1, suc-
ceeding Anant Kaewruamvongs, who
retined, Before hcinﬁ pn:mut[‘d. b
served as acting deputy chief execu-
tive and chiel commercial officer at
Thaicom, where he has worked for
three decades,

Mr Patompob said 90% of Thai-
com's reven is derived from satelline

Thaxicom to pursuing businesses linked
with the space economy, which itsald is
afill & Blue seean for investment in ling
with tech advancement.

Mr Anant said during his recent
farewell meeting with the press the
expiration of Thaicom's concession
should not disrupt the company,
but satellite business has been dis-
rupted by the development of new
technologies.

Alver the eoneession expired, Thiki-
com handed over Thaicom 4 and & sat-
ellites and related assets, such as the
satellite comtrol system, to the Digital
Economy and Society Ministry for fur-
ther operation,

Thaicom still operses the Thaicom
7 and 8 satellites under a single licence
Iroen the National Broadeasting amd Tel
ecommunications Commission, which
redquires a 5.75% licenoe fee payment.

This differs from the Thaicom 4
and & satellites that requined a con-
cession under a bulld-ransfer-oper-
ate agresment,

Thalcom has been diversifying s
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business, and 50% of its eamings come
from the intemational market.

“The company needs 1o focus on
1,I-|,"|.1,:I|:r|:|ing d'iaih'll plal:fn:u'mx andd solu-
tions to create further growth for the
firm,” he said.

“Thaicam has linancial stabilivy with
around 3 billion baht in cash fow and
oy debn” said Mr Patormpaod,

He said his mission is to strengthen
the company’s business ecosystem and
generate new growth opporunites
through technology and innovation.

Thalcom faces business challenges
after its A0-year satellite sperating
concession ended in September 2021,
requiring the company o think about
new oppariunites.

Mr Patompob said the company's
major strateghe plans meed o continue,
but seame: new businesses need (o be
rolled out 1o capitalise on s existing
assets and create new npli.-l:nx.

He expects to officially announce his
vision for the company’s new missions
in early 2022,

The existing strategic plan commits

husiness portfolio into digital sohstions
over the past couple of vears in order to
SECHIrE ITHOE revenue sireams.

The company touted space-air-
p;.|'|.||.|.|1|J smart solutionsg as one ol its
key business footprines.

Thaicom is diving into the drone
business through the development of
flight contm| systems, unmanned aerial
vehides, satellive data analytic services,
ﬂigi:n] p]:l.lﬁ:a'rnx Fiwr clrosmees as o service,
s well & drone spraving services

The company is secking partners
through @ eonsortium o discuss with
satedlite makers building a new broad-
band internet satellive called a sofrware-
defined satellite (SD5),

S0DS can support Maeibde and fine-
grained networks, improve collabora-
tion between satellites and the compat
Ibility of heterogenous space systems,
as well as reduce costs.

Thaicom is also looking to engage in
lowr-earth orhit satellite business, The
advantage of the lower orbit is lower
latency, which offers access to high-
speed Internet services,
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My mission is to
strengthen the company’s
business ecosystem and
generate new growth
opportunities through
technology

and innovation.

PATOMPOB SUWANSIRI
Chief executive, Thaicom
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