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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Renewed push to tidy overhead cables

KOMSAN TORTERMUASANA

The Mational Broadeasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NETC)
has vowed to clean up overhead com-
munications lines covering 400 kilo-
metres in Bangkok and 2,000k in the
Frrmrinr::x lh'rnugh collaboration with
related parties this vear.

The commitment Is spelled out in an
WETC resolution apgeosed by the board
late last wenk, in line with the cabinet's
resolution on Mov 23 Last year.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secretary-
general of the NBTC, said the move 1o
chear up cable cluter s pary of js three-
FEEIT v rihvad cable management
plan, In tandem with the Metropaditan
Electricity Authority (MEA), the Pro
vinclal Electricity Authority [PEA), the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration

-

Bamglok. 8PKHIT JBAKLIL

[BMA) and telecom operators.

“Far 2022, astretch of some H0kmin
Bangkok is considered an urgent zone
for this task. In the provinces, 2,000km
will be prioritsed. The work is likely 1o
start from Feb 15,7 he said.

The WBTC ks regponsible for spear-
i ngthc tisks,

Mir Tralrat sald the NBTC plans to
cover some of the expense for the work
using its Broadeasting and Telecom-
munications Research Development
Fund, particularly in the urgent areas
in Bangkok.

Apart from the wrgent 2ones, elecnm
operators can deduct expenses for the
||'|'.|1|,|7||:I:: from their revenue subject to
annual fee payrment to the NETC, In line
with the regulator's rubes, he syid.

According to Mr Tralrat, all relevant
parties have come up with a joint

A rat's nest of cable wires hang abowe an overpass on Phahon Yothin Road in

resolution on the tasks.

The MEA Is responsible for the cost of
equiprrment used o hang communica
tinns cables on electric poles in Bang-
kok and surrounding areas,

The PEA ks responsible for the cost
ofegquipment (o hang communications
lines on electric poles in the provinces.

The BMA is taskesd with pmrin:linﬂ
space for cable rubbish awaiting dis
posal and Facilitating the organisation
of communications lines.

The NBTC office is in charge of the
cost for cable remowval and dispaosal

“During the process of organising
commamication lines, people living in
areas where the tasks are being per-
formed may experience some incon-
veniences,” he said,

“Bun after the work is complered,
the city will look nicer and be safer
lor travel”

I 2014, the NETC, BMA and MEA
worked wgether 1o put overhead
cables underground that span 27km,
saidd Sutisak Tantavoting depuoty secre-
tary-gemeral fior telecom service at the
NETL ollice.

Thie trio worked together to put over-
head caliles into overhead pipes in 106
roads across the country, stretching
275km, including 24 roads in Bang-
kok {27km) and 82 roads [247km] in
thee provinces.

In 2020, cable lines stretching 52km
weere buried underground, while cable
limes were put into overhead pipes on
eight Bangkek roads stretching 40km,
according o the regulator.

The pr\uil,*rr slowed last vear
because of the pandemic, the NBTC
insficated
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