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TECHNOLOGY

DE Fund allots B2.5bn
for digital development

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Some 2.5 hilllon baht will be set aslde
for digitad development pmjects subject
ta b financed by the Digital Economy
and Society Development Fund (DE
Fumnad ) in fiscal 2022, acconding bo Digi
1al Economy and Society (DES) Minister
Chaiwut Thanakamanusormn,

Interested parties wishing te plich
their projects can submit their pro-
posals for conskderation from Feb 15
to March 31, especially im the arcas of
fintech, health tech, governmendt tech,
inmovation bech, agriouluce tech, digigal
and manpower.

Fumding for digital projects, Mr
Chaiwun said, is vital 1o accelerate the
country’s digial rransformation in syne
with the new ecanomy and nommaley.

The DNE Pune, establishied unader thie
[MES Act, is mainly supported by the
Office of Mational Brmadcasting and Tel-
ecommunication Commission (METC),
which set aside 15% of ils sarmings [rom
the spectrum auction and 15% of its
annual few revenue for it

Thie NETC office allats ahios 5 hillion
bahit to the fund each year, the minks-
teer sadd,

“The Diigital Economy and Society
Develapment Fund Managesment Com-
mikee has approved the financing of 2.5
billicm balit under the fund o the pro-
jects for fiscal 2022,° said Mr Chaiwut,

PProjects wishing 1o make a pich can
findd detalls at wwnw.defand, onde.gooh,

Meanwlile, the cormittes, chaired
by Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawii
Wiongruwon, yesterday approved elght
digital progects worth a combined one
hillion haht, which will be pursued by
the Digital Boonamy Promation Agency
{Depa).

The commities's meeting was also
anended by Mr Chaiwut, Ajarin Pat-
tanapanchal, permanent secretary for
diigiral economny and society, and Puich-
apong Nodthaksong, secretary-general
of the Office of the National Digital
Ecomaommy and Society Commission.

The eight projects comprise a schaool
beus placform, a platorm project called
“Connexion a project to digitally
transform bocal rarkets, a project that
supports digital new generations, a
health information exchange svstem,
a digital project to support the coun-
iry's reopening for tourism as well as
a campaign to upskill games service
enirepreneurs to international bevel
and a project o develop operators in
the e-sports industry,

These eight projects will also be
financed by the DE Fund,

Gen Prawit pointed out that the DE
Fund is meant to transform the coun-
iry's economy and society toewards a
oompletely digital realm.

Thiis will bead the country towands
diigieal Thadland in line with the natonal
policy and plan 1o supporn digital
development for both the economy
and sochety.
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