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Government dragging its
feet on new NBTC board

HOMEAN TORTERMVASANA

he new hoard of the National

Broxadeasting and Telseommuni-
cations CommEssion [NBTC) is unlikely
o be established soon as the govern-
eyt wants thee existing commissioners
o remain in office for a certalin period
of fime, al;l:nrdi.ngm il source ag the
regulator whin requested anommity.

O Dhec 20 Last year, the Senate voted
im Favour of five of the seven prospec-
tive cznalidates put forth by the Senate's
selection commires o become new
METC baard members,

The new hoard must recedve royal
endorsement hefore officially star-
ing. But the prime minister has yet to
Forward the list of the five prospectie
commissioners for royal endorsement,
gl e Senate vode was carried out
seven weeks apo

The existing six commissloners end
their term once the new board mem-
biers are noyally endorsed,

They are working under a special
extensinn term granted by the previous
rmilitary regime, a8 the boand's warking
verm officially ended in Cetober 2017,

According to the source, NBTC chair-
riean Gen Sukit Khamasundara said ar
the NETC board meeting on Jan 28 he
was informed by a gevernment figure
the existing board should continue
working on decision-making proce-
dlures as usual

Corn Sukit, Ehe sounce sxid, appeared
relaxed and cheerful following the
meeting.

Thee sownee sald Gen Sukit amd some
ather commissioners had previowshy
remarae d some of their belongings grad-
ually from their offices since late last
year, fnllowing the Senate vote on new
commissionmers

A telecom veteran who requested
ananymity questioned the invent of the

99

Many observers
doubt the
government’s
Mmove, as 5
commissioners
from a 7-member
body are enough
for the board to
function.

ANOMYMOUS TELECOM VETERAN

government in delaying the eatablisl-
ment of a new NETC board,

“The government should urgently
submit the list of prospective commis-
sloners for royal endorsement 0 end
the palicy-making vacumm at the bady,
allowing it o deal with pressing issues”
thie veteran said.

“Many ohs=rvers doubi the govem:-
menl's move, as live conumissboners out
ala seven-member body are ensugh 1o
allow the board to funcelon in Hnewith
the NETC Act”

It is unlikely the government is wor-
ried abort I.f.pl challenges to board
resolutions passed by onby fee of the
spvien possible members an the board,
&3 & majority vole is required, said the
veleran,

The boand can make a tempn-
rary decision-making rule that amy
tabbed resalugions mmast obdain at least
four commissiomers” vivies, theveteran
said.

The veteran sald the government is
suspected by some industry insiders of
trving to facilitate the merger between
True Corporaton Phe and Total Access
Communication Mo [DTAC), the Mo2
arel Mo mohidle operators in Thailand
in terms of subseriber base.

True and OTAC submined their joim
repartal the amalgamation plan o the
MNBTC on kan 25.

The NBTC rule obliges telecom oper-
ators wishing o merge to notify the rog-
ulator at beast 90 diys before coecuting
the merger.

The submission date means the fwo
carriers can technically consolicdate ax
a0 a8 |ate April

Thee mserger deal has deswn criticism
from some academics and consumer
advocates who believe it could ease
market competition, with consumers
paying the price.

The vieteren said the deal nesds o
be senutinised from all legal angles by
related agencies,

The NBETLC has the power to |ssue
medsLres 1o prevent practices deemed
o cause a monopoly or unlair competi-
tian, &= well a5 protect consumers from
heing exploited, the veteran said.

The: merger, acconting to the vetern,
appiears 1o have materialised quicker
than sarlier expected, based on the
jint amalgamation report being sent
1o the NETC on Jan 25,

“The two parties earlier indlcated
the due diligence process may be com-
pleted in the second quarter, with the
merger concluded in the second half
this year,” said the veteran,

“But the guick submission of the
report could allow the merger 1o take
place from late April.”
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