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Where have the media reformers gone?
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ThailassTs ship of stk ala ghcal pace,
characserised by nepalism, paronage, and a
lack of s in movieg the counmy ks,
Bt umeder the midar and less consplounus s
the media

Tum decades agn, a media reform move-
ment bad Sourished. Medin pelome s from
et snciegy romprising scademics amd jour-
naliuts stied up iz a cudy ehected politicias,
2 brash amil Bamhayant besdir ofia new parey
callivd Thai Rak Thsi whi gallogsnd it o
i a cocky comiboy i if e could do anything
and knew maore thim anyore che. His name
was Thaksin Shinawam.

e proosised in kick cut the Iniematonal
Womeizry Fund [IME), restore Thai pride,
e thee ooy forweand with chester devel-
ogament progects and siche indusiries, impos:
Fwncdal codir | maks Thadsmnd a neglonal Bais,
eradicue vy, ditad s e, Hieveas il of
himese . brimmdng with cas, el bey
acohyies amd busisess pmanclstes. with former
classmanes in dhe police and miliary. Within
weeks ol mking power In 2001, he began o
enert infhsence veer all of the magor Insitiu-
thoms menitioned el les inchading the media,

Thaksin's Fumibyr-camisd Shim Corp had
lhoughi (T, & kecal independent TV channel
sgperrwryd Bry thaer military coup sed pokiscal
eriads i 195153, The sysirie of relone in the
B30 colled for & new TV chanoe] oinskde the
conirel of the saie machinery and the milliany
muredimcihy, To be mere, the Thal army owns
st of the teresivial TV stations, opermsing
ihie dl il e bsing dsem i pri

wnider this progect helped unslermine the
ﬂubmplmm-m'lwllmnrylmlnplw
The

ita

latesjained the m—muu snawemnens i
Tl b the eorp in Segiember 2006, The Shin
Corgp-emid 7T wis comeeried imo & public
bradcasting service [FBS) in the process,

Yo the s of Thailand's media indus
try has remained the same. sl owned and
run byt very sme armed forces and st
apencies, TV and mdio channek still o oo
pru-grresrnimens s i suppor of the roing
ninsdist-amditary prgimee, il e e s taking
Ahass 1o ik, [ (hie Thaksis ees, eelommers
whie st b B may have been Babile i
imcreased scrotiny fom the i depanment,
whille veral merwspapors could soe pri ooy
adverdsements by Thaksin.relmed companies
weithdrawm. Bow relomeers geg a knock on she
oo from secarity officers and shpped with
charpes and summuorses under sappersshy
orT Rawn.

Mot cnly ase thess meds refomme s
muerevkarr b B wisen — snw have jeined the
et b, i in e i of the Maonal
Hroadeastiing aeed Telecommunications
Commissiom, a bady approved by the Senane.
When vou apply for an Imporian public
Sertor pasiten in Thalland chese davs, the
search oo decs ot ok only al your
miers and qualifcations: tey ook o see
whis yous are, whether you will ook the boar,
and hovw much vou will ges o with their
PHORTRTITH,

The

o for pmll:lﬂi'rm'm The same goes I'ur
rclia sabions. OF %860 cadia nequendies, the
iy Frrcuss asal e pelices own ssarly Ball
wilh e rest iader the coninsl of san: agen-
ches. Thess TV and radio channeds were [and
are] operaind and beised oul e ceshy inenme
liir sy cows.

Back In Thaksin's time, media peodes
sionals, civil snclery activists and academ-
e fought hack as siste agencies used TV
sl rachi €} I in Breomr of

policies el possume. & magor “media syssen
nrkorm project” was s oul AN, heudad by
i el pesenrc institute and incuded o wan
of reformi-minded acodemics and jounalixs
whi wamied po liemlse tie media landscape.
The alm vwas w0 make the dlecinonic media
irsdependent and inservice of society, rather
tham supervised by siooe agereckes in favour of

inthat dhe longer the mili-
tmry inin powvr. the mone Thadand will suffer

Feluclia meftirmers w o deffaem
Thadksin lsecaise Uy coubl et sway with il
Thie b foiw’ 1 whitheei 1o be co-opted and
ratiomalise for igewand caseer mobiliny, or be
it owurt e it mmuasch In pevarn.

s e pdlinanys remiackes expand and
eotend 1o more places in Thal palitcs, soon-
omy and baresperacy, konger-tem srucsursl
daeropw is bescoming eviden, For rxample,
thr slsde- i secior hus ses mon: op
I jovining s of Erecoon den ovee 1
will Lk @ b B B e this daimage, and
anly a chvilian-lied government cam gt job
done.

For media reformers who have seem the
palitical vicissiudes of she pasi wo decades,
thar Fight was Bofle more than a power comiest
all along Thai inwas the good geys versus dhe

the govemmens of dee dary, bl gy wama comencied myih.
‘when 'ﬂnhﬂn'ﬂmm hmmﬂu'rns
chielin 30 anad s ok [Fhil, Is ol the

el b cansine guvernment mouthpieces, e
mndia el pject hecime mese -

mummnmut
Imstriute ol Security and Intersational Shidies al

s s B thisy wese oo e right side ol history,  Chullongkom University.
fighting a civilian-led and abusive metheoriiae-
isn pegerse, UTHimateky, the media mefomens
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e Maacinn Upcoming Triscystney Guction expoetid o gensrate BSDOM
TELECOMMUMICATIONS
BIDPRICE INCREA ER ROUMD {EAHT]
= 4060 sikon bahi
= 30-30.90 million baht 400,000
® 30-2094 millasn bab 500,200
® 101980 millaon babi 200,200
= -0 sillos Baht 50,000
& 400000000200 bal 20,000
= 100000 TR 305 Babe 400
EOMERAN TOR TERMA SANA Under the asction, eight requency
rangres will be allotied for Rangkok, six for
Remsghly 3 eméllion hahi m;wn-dmln the Ceniral Maine, 16 for the orih, 3k
el Trom e st HT tu Sz th sl 31 fewr s Meoet b,
gy Tiges e finf F Lo il cacati g Ly Thi stietivgg i e s Tor ighn Brguis-
el anations, scheduled o ke place on s alomed for Bangkok: oee In the range
Bloaudary, acoording 1o the Matoral Beoad- o 368.3-54.8 million bahy, depending on
casting and Tleomumunkaiors Comimis: — equencies. In ather egions. smmning bid
son [MBETCL prices minge frorm 105000 babe so 3. 18 mil
Tt evene is-part of s rnsformation from. o haht
a staiv-meemed frequency holding sstemim A fio-mi in wet for ench
wesing sy, which sd nslasion. e ticn. Particigmuns nanpll.n-
Agwil 4, nocorckng i the METC s masierplan. e ithin free minuies, or pka
Bior ruvchins brosdonsting, Hhuary will e cBrmsinatod and have i bk
KETC wcting soertary-geneeal Trairal  guaransees confiscatid.
Virlyasirikul sald the regulaeor oginally I e thiasn e bighder ploce equal bid
alloted 78 radio frequency mnges forouc: prices, anothers five minuees ofa newauction
wion, However. one of them had mo bidder — mund will be beld,
and another teo saw inceresied bidders Gl If mo one offers higher bid prices. lucky
o plasce bark perriess for e mection. s will ke held io select the winner
“The BNETC office will ask dhe boand The bid winmers ane ohliged o pay for
e dhesar threw nwckio fne- fequency loenes by band 24, & liciomo
Thiy condad e gt up for
Feeaw msctinn o alocated for public use”
iy Tiembrt sl
A minck auction wis beld vesierdoy  Ing hid price In fhe coniry al 4.8 1
ar thee Cerera by Cenmara Government  bahe GRR Medla Ficls e only coniender
Comples Hiotel B Corsention Cemtre i for the fregquency alotied for the capial. In
Charmg Watthan ark, each of tha eighst frequiecies has
A ot of 3Fcompanies ane scheduled  only one bidder,
wa paricpaie the bidding on Monday, The LM iz Frequency allosed for Khon
B b ogpectind g s thi mest inderes
comgutice withsl siuls — the bigh-
st vl of paetici pants in the cousery.
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