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Headiine State-owned MCOT buys six Banghok frequencies
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BROADCASTING

State-owned MCOT buys
six Bangkok frequencies

HOMSAN TORTERMWASANA

State-owned MOOT Ple yestenday
secured s out of eight mdins fregquen-
cles allpited for Bangkok during an
aucten of spectrum bands used for
FM hroadcasting

A rotal af 71 Irequencies wene allo-
cated for the auction by mdio stations
across the counry, including eight
specirum ranges for Bangkok,

There were four batches of frequen-
cies in the bidding, which was argan
Ised by the: Mational Broadeasing and
Telecommunications Commission
[METC]). The first consists of eigit fre
guencies in Banghok, sixin the Central
Plaires arsd four im the Northeass,

The second batch eicodipasses 10
frequencies in the North and 12 in the
South, while the third invohes 12 fre
CuieTciEs in Che Norbedsnanc s in e
Morth. The lourth baich inchudes Bee in
the Mortheast and eight in the Sowth.

[inily the frst riwn hatches were anc-
tioned off by press time yesoend ay.

MCDT president Kasemsam Chaich-
aknenpans todd the media that the firm
grabhed six frequency ranges allatied
for Bangkak for a total of 2868 mil-
Lins Erahue,
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MOOT pamicipated in the bidding for
G5 frequeency mnges aornss the coundry,
which Mr Kasemsam sakl was thor-
oughly considered hased on potential
profiis, network covernge anes as well
associal perspectives insupgphying cor-
rect information o the public

Trustedd news and smart emtertain-
ment are key elements that could
strengthen its core businesses this
yimir, particulady throwgh Thei News
Agency and collaboration projecs
with pariners.

The tatal reserve price far 71 fne-
quencies is 402 million baba but anly
the first batch of the msction, imvabving
18 frequencies, saw 443 million hahe
generated 1o the stabe coffer, acconding
iy Gl Mabée Sukonral, NETC sice cliair,

The hidding af the second batch
ended with 160 millicn baht in com
bimzd winming prices, much higher
than the combined reserve price ol 76
million baht. Caol Nates sxid bidding
fior frequencies allocted for provinees
Is wery competktive,

“The event was 4 sucoess of & Irans-
formation from a state-owned fre
queney holding system to a lcensing
e, wiich is die w sam on Apel
4,7 b gaid,
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TECHNOLODGY

Benchachinda Group unveils Cyber Elite

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Benchachinda Groug (BOG], a digial
infrastrocture and solution provider,
has set up o subsidiary — Cyber Elie
— o eakee @ Torsy Do e 13- ballion-
baht cyberseourity market in Thailand
amid a rise in digial adoption.

Uyber Eliae adms ta armin 1 hillion
bahr in revenie by 2025,

Speaking via a virtesl conlerende,
Uyber Elite managing directar Supa
knen Kungpisdan sald cyhersecuritg
is noww increasingly vital for orgaimisa-
tions, driven by digital transformation,
remate work, cybersecurnty regulations
and cloud seouriny concems.

Cybersecurity-ridated regulations
are being enforced by various regula
tars, such as the Ofice of Insurnnce
Commission, Bank of Thailand, amnd

i
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Mr Supaiorm, second from left, with the Cyber ENfe ieam.

the (eflce af the MNatkanal Brosdceasting
A Telecormmunicaions Commission,
which bevee driven demanc for cyberse-
curity services o another level.

“W mxpectto see s 20% growth of the
eylersecurity market in Thailand this
vearwith a market sioe of 11- 13 billion
bahe;” said Mr Supakom.

To caprure this oppormnio, Cyher
Elite was estallished with 50 million
lsalst in insestment, incleding & seco-
rity pperation cendre with around 1060
employees, 9% of wham are certified
personeiel, e eaid,

The company is alfering services,
covering integration af cybersecu
rity snlution systems, consulting for
sdardland compliance, managed seci-
rity, research and development s wedl
as training,

He said consultancy services for
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coamplianee with the Personnl Do Pro-
nectiom Act (PDPEAL wivich B schiduled
w0 v Pually enBoncasd i Jure, i becoming
sxturated with price competition, and
theere are now nhier interesting anes
Enclude jdentifying rsks and overview-
ing cybersecurity measures b supgurt
chief information seourity officers.

Drespise coonamic woes and hudge
corsrraing, frims comtinae i imneesy
in cybersseurity in prioritised aness,
hesaid.

“Ta prevent and praotect cyherthmats,
U5 rud juisd a peocirement solution, we
can wlvise fo improve the process and
firul potential risk anes with custoomd
sation. This will create value propos]
tican fromm our bocal service teams,” saicd
Mir Bupakom.

The company will soon launch a
niew generatan of log management,
capitalising on anificial inteligenoe o
dletect gyberscuriny incidens, hesaid,

Im 2023, the frm aims to roll out
its intelligent security platform, e
ned. Enterprise blockchain securiny
is another crucial area for R as hlock-
chiain and Weh 3.0 have raised srious
concerns in terms af tackling cyber.
artacks, he noted.

The firtn alse &ims o expand s
reach inbo the Incdochins market amid a
surge Im demans far managed services,

Bl Sugnakorn aaid Cyber Elite aims
b atesin 350 muillion baht in reverse in
the first year of its operation, crucially
catering for bank, telecom and tech
firms, Thie privase secior s expecsed o
generate 70% of the finm's novenue and
the public sector the remainder.

“We nbm oo achieee 1 billlan baht in
FevEaLe by 2025, e said
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