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Headline: NT could lose 36 range

USE IT OR LOSEIT

The DES mirister warns that # KT doesnt
oraft a partnership 1o ulilis s 58 spectrum
“saon, It may forfeit the lizance. 3

NT could lose 5G range

Company has failed to take advantage of TO0MHz of spectrum

HOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

ol Tedecom (NT ) mixy hana: o

rerurn the 70-megaherz spec-
rum range to the welecom regulator
if it cannot reach a partmership deal
1o capitalise on the frequency, says
Digital Economy and Society Minkster
Choeiwut Thanakamanusom,

NT was founded in January kst vear
through the merger of state welecom
enterprises CAT Telecom and TOT

Dwespite hiolding the TO0MHz spec-
trum range secused through a 2024
anction by CAT Telecom, NT has yet
o take adhantage of the fegquency,

NT i= im talks with Advanced Info
Service (AIS) and True Corporation,
the Noul and No.2 mobile operators
in the country, for spectnom partmer-
ship deals, butnoconelusion as been
reached

Mr Chalwut said the NT board Is
about ta make s decision on the talks,
bsur if i1 srill cannor move abead, NT
may have to consider returning the
spectrum licence, which reguires

talk=with the Office of Mational Broed-
casting and Telecommunications
Commisalon,

Three options were previowshy
raised by W1 to deal with the spectrum
range: oprerating s own service under
the NT Mobile brand; selling spectrum
CApRAEny 10 RIS OF TENEm ing the
licence,

o b

If the NT board

cannot reach

a deal, NT may
have to consider

returning the
spectrum licence,

CHAIWUT THANAKAMANUSORN
DES MINSTER

In eacly 2021, NT entered the first
roaind of parmership negortadons with
ALS and True regarding NT's 700MHz
brana investment and cellular gation
expansion.

That roand of talks stopped Late lnst
year following the announcement of
fhe ||i:|.|1||:_-'|.l e TgEr of Troe anad Total
Access Communicarhomn.

A newy mound of talks started early
this yesar invalving a partnership deal
that would see AIS purchase LOMHz of
handwidth on the THIMHz range from
T Another 10MHz of bandwidth held
by T is tamgeeteec] for joint development
b BT and ALS for the routual benefin
of both companies.

MNTis :|!_':||‘in Ealkes with Troseabout o
deal I!|'|a| would wee the latier r::l.p:l.nr|
the cell site kases for NT, while
NT could rent True's networks for
aperation.

A source on the NT board who

requested anomymity sald itwas hard
for the board to conclude the partner-
&hip deals because of the prospect of
helty investment while the company
still lacks a clear business model,

The company is not keen to engage
in mobile service competition asithas
less spectrum portollo than other car-
riers, the source said, Bven if the WNT
hoard gives the nod o pamnership
deals, they also require approval from
the Mational Economibc and Soclal
[}1'1'\1,'I|'_|pn1i,'r|1 Coruncil

The TO0MHZ spectrum range wias
abtained through the auction at a cost
nf 343 hillion bahi, 200% TTHERT X -
sive than the same range bebd by higger
rivals in the market.

“The 34-billlen-baht licence plus
awrend L ballion in long-term capital
expendire and operation expenses
for 50 business investment requires
prudent consideration o ensure the
investrnent will nok dumage the firm's
furure financial structure” the source
said.

NT{"\:FH‘I:H io ke bnsses of 10 il
lic kb this year, the source said.
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