Bangkok Post

Volume: -
Barghok Past Cal.lnch: 59.01
Girculstion: 70,000
A Motnc 1,400

Section! Business/NATIOMAL

Date! Monday 28 March 2022

Na: -

Ad Value: 82,6514
Headline: Panel to lssue telecorn merger stdy in April

Page: B1(Top Right). B3
PRValue (x3): 247 842

Clip: Full Color

Last interview
slated for this week

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

An extraordinary House commit-
tee tasked with studying the impact
of the True Corporation and Total
Access Communication | DTAC)
merger is expected to e s lindings
mext month.

The conclusion is then schecduled
to be forwarded to parliament and the
cabinet for further consideration.

The study considers the pros and
cons of the merger, the prospect af
service quality and charges after the
merger, regularoey eberments, best prac-
tices from overseas and suggestions.

The commimee of 25 MPs has no
authorlty to obstruct the deal.

Gp Capt Amsdith Nakornthap, chair-
man of the committes, said the panel
has held talks with relaved parties and

resguilators alwas the merger lor months
and the lasi group is scheduled to come
privvide informarion thisweek.

“Wie will collect all the information
amd prepare the final draft by the end
of April” sald Gp Capt Anudith,

The Mational Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NETC),
the Office of the Trade Competition
Commission (TCC), companies related
v the merger deal, academics and con-
sumer advocates as well as Advanced
Info Service have shared their views
aboat the deal with the panel, he said.

Concerns have been raised by some
acidemics and consumer achocates
that the deal would drive down marker
competition, with consumers bearing
thie brunt.

Gip Capt Anudith said the commit-
tee is aware of regulatory loapholes in
geweming the merger.

A 2010 regulation created by the
National Telecommunications Com-
muission (NTC) requirsd menger deals
to be approved by the regulator.

The NTC was the former elecom
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regulatory body before the NBTC
was established.

Such power was abrogated by an
NHTC regulation im 2018, The change

was infended to support libermlisation
of the sector and facilitate business
consolidation, in line with the digital
convergenor mend,

Section 21 of the Telecommunica-
thon Business Act only provides power
tor the telecom regulator 1o usher in
miasures bo prevent telecom licensees

from causing a monopaly, or reclucing
ar restricting competton in the tel-
eooan services, but they cannot block
A METEeL

Meanwhile, the TOC is perceived as
having no power 1o regulate the deal
as telecom business comaes under the
supervision of the Telecommunlcatdon
Business Act.

The Trade Competition Act, with
which the TOC is invalved, cannot
e enforced against a business regu-
lated by a specific low in the respect of
trade competithon,
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Gp Capr Anudith sald the panel has
yetin letermine whetheer it wonld SUE-
gest amendments o some regulations
to facilitate governing the menger deal,

“Arendment of the existing regula-
tioms would take time and it is unlikely
to match the tmeline of the merger
|,'|l\|:-|,‘:r.5|s:.l T sanicl.

As the NBTC can prescribe measures
to govern the merger, decisions about
the measures by the regulator’s office
and Board will be vital to protect the
public Interest, sald Gp Capt Aridith,
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