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New firm won’t rush to ally mobile services

No timeline for TUC,
DTN consolidation

KOMSAN TORTERMUASANA

Drespite a planned merger between
True Corporation and Total Access
Communication (ITAC) Later this year,
each company's mobile servioes e o
likely to be unified into a single brand
Tor almost pwo vears 1o provide more
time for the transition and ease con-
fusbon among eonsumers, said a Troe
executive who requested anonymity,

This mexns the merged comparny
will operate o separate mobdle service
brands lor a period ol nearly two years.

The source sadd the twa firms have
vet g discuss atimeline for the consali-
dation of Trse Move HUniversal Com-
munication{TULC], True Corporation's
mobile services arm, and diacTriNet
(I¥IN ), DTALC S maobile services unit.

Meanwhile, the newly appointed
board of the National Broadeasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
slon (NBTC) plans 1o reorganise a
subcommittes responsible for looking
irvin the menger and devising necessary
measures o govem the deal, which was
apgointed by the previous board. The
rearganisation of the suboommities is
expected 1o affect the dmeline of the
planned merger.

True Corparation is not a elecom
licenses subject to the NBTC's super-
vision, It serves as a hokding firm that
comprises varbous subsidiaries, most
significantly TUC, which has mokike
licences secured via 30, 4G and 506G
licence auctions.

DTN, DTALCs myolvile service subsidi-
ary, also holds mobile licences from the
MBTC office.

“TUC and DTN have dillerend cus-
tomer segments,” the True source
said, “The merged firm will own the
operations of the two brands during
the transformation period o ensune
spamless operathon.”

.ﬁ.n::lr:l'ing to the source, maobike
market leader Advanced Infiv Service
(A5} also eperated the ALS brand for
the premium segment and Digital
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Phaane as another l:nrnrlr.l:ins hrand.

The presence of rwo brands under
the merged firm would ease difficul-
tes in terms of marketing management
during the ransition as it would curb
any potential confusion among con-
sumers, thie souree nobed.

Howewver, thie funine of the wo bramnds
would still be conceprualised by a cen-
el strategy team under the now entity,

Piaue Mgamvijirvong, senior equity
research anatyst at Kasikorn Securibes
(K5), pointed out that the epention
of the two brands by the merged firm
sounds reasonable for a period when
there is aneed (o ensure a smodth tram-
sitbon following the merger.

TUC and DTN will evendually be unl-
fied a%a singde brnd onee the operation
is comsidered to be sufficiently stable,
hee sald.

“Personally, Tre is seen to cater for
premium segment more than DTN as
it has a diversilied basiness pmr!ﬁ!]iu,
Including 56 network for the mass
market, filre optics, pay TV, fixed
broadband and digltal solutions,” sald
M1 Pist.

Meamwhile, a source at the new
NETC board who requested anompym
Ity said the board will haold s firs
formal meeting foday and one of the
key agenda items is updated merger
information provided by the manage-
ment of METC.

In terms ol the subcommittes
responsible for looking into the planned
merger, Suphat Suphachalasai is
chairing it a1 present due o his posi-
tion as & eommissioner in the field
of economics.

The NETC source said the reorgan-
Isatan of the subcommites would
Iinevitably affect the dmeline of the
planned merger as the paned i respon
sible for ironing out measures to goverm
the deal,

True has said its merger plan with
DAL canndgt be delayed from is pro-
posed thmeline that targets com pletion
by mmvicl Jume, desyyite a reshulfle of the
telecom regulator's board.

The True source said the eompany
sent letters to all NETC board mem-
bers last wesek v wpdate dhem on e
merger procedure and relterate the
mmp;ln'g"s merger imeline
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