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NBTC board set to
hold hearing in June

HKOMEAN TORTERMVASANA

he new board of the National

Broadcasting and Telecommuini-
cations Commission (NETC) has set
an initial time line o hold a hearing fosr
the drafi of the country's frstauction of
satedlite orlital slod rights in June.

Bidding was scrapped last year and
remaing stwck in limbo. Cn Aug 18 last
year, the reguletor decided o cancel
an auction scheduled for Aug 28 as
SET-listed Thalcom, through its whaolly
owned campamy TC Space Connedct,
was the only bidder.

The NETL then amended a condition
ofthe aucton, with the drafi scheduled
to be puat up for a hearing next month,
sald a source close 1o the NBTC who
requested anonymity.

The hearing is slated to last for 30
days to gather the: opinions of stake
hobders, both offline and online.

The source said a proposal that some
specific satellite orbital slots would have
o be allocated for Mational Teleoom
[MT) o wse for securlty purposes is ohe
ol the tnpirx up for discussion at the
hearing,

The source said the NBTC board
on May 5 assigned s masagement 1o
prepare an official amended auction
draft o be submiited 1o the board for
considerntion on May 11, before being
put up for the hearing,

The new NBTC board, which camse
inter erffice kst oy, has ved oo deter
mine whether it will hold the auction
for only one shot — the previows targer
of Thaicom — or offer various packages
as per the earlier auction plan.

NBTC management previoushy sug-
gested the auction should only be for
the 114.5 East slot. which was targeted
|:‘rg,-' Thaicom, bt Al Marehal Thana-
pant Raicharoen, one of the five sitting
comrumissioners, disagreed, saying the
bidding should include all four pack-
ages i previously planned,

AM Thanapant Is the only com-
missioner perceived o hiave a slrong
command of the satellite fleld as he is
i former deputy secretary-general of
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The minister’s
proposal sounds
reasonable if
NT commits
to using the
slot merely
for security
puUrposes.

ANONYMOUS

the NETC and the former head of the
planned auctlon of the satellite orbial
slos,

Digital Economy and Society [DES)
Minister Chaiwut Thanakamanusorn
cardier sugpgested some specilic shows be
allocated to NT, which could use them
for security purposes.

The source said the DES minister’s
proposal sounds reasonable If NT
commiis 1o using the dots merely for
securty puarposes amd mol for bakiness,

“HNT decides to do business through
the network capacity of the allecaved
slots, enabling private operators o
rent them for business means such as
ground services under satellite landing
rights licence regimes, thiswoukd create
a detrimental effect on the avction in
the Jul:l.,g . the gouince said.

Thaicom has applied for satellite
landing rights licences for foreign sat-
ellites from the NETC office.

Under an NETC mule, landing rights
lcences for forelgn satellites involves
it fee of 79 af todal revene, compared
with landing rights licences for Thal
satellines, which have a fee of just 4%.
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