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STEP LIGHTLY
The e NETC board has a lof on its plate,
with a mega=merger looming. B

New NBTC board dances
around proposed merger

True-DTAC deal looms over several critical duties, writes Komsan Tortermvasana

fier only a month in office, the five new However, the source sald having
members of the National Boadcastingand — vacant seams inthe fields of telecom
Telecommunications Commisslon (NETC)  and law could affect any decision
hoard — maost of whom are seen as noy governing the merger deal,
iees in their regulatory roles — are grap- “If a resolution or remedy meas-
pling with critical challenges, including oversighvt on the ures are issued without the partici-
planned merger of True Corporation and Total Access  pation of telecom and law commis-
Communicaton (DTAC) and a lack of commissioners  sloners, licould draw eriticksm from
in thee fields directhy imolved with the menger, the public,” the source said.
The five sitting commissioners began their terms on
April 20. Despite being able 1 function, the board siill  MAJORITY VOTE
lacks rwo members in the fields of law and telecommu- When the five siting commission-
nications, which could have i||i|'|l::u'l'.1r|| ramifications for ers voie on a resoluton, the hoard
any decisions goveming the merger deal, needs ar least three out of five
The recruitment process for these two commissioners vises in order 1o iass 0l a8 & mujor
5 ongodng to complete the board with seven members. iy, However, some government
The process is expected o be completed by July. employees question whether three votes serves as a

The five commissioners in place are Dr Sarana Bogon - majority because the board is supposed to have seven
baichaivapruck, a medical specialist and former member members, -’IN'FHLU_I‘I[: 1o the source. ]
ofthe defunci Natlonal Legislaiive Assembly, inthe field “Ifa resolution is passed i:tllwm voles, it could face
of consumer protection; AM Thanapant Raicharoen, |"H‘_"| "'“'"“-"'El-""_'“_'|""f‘““"'_- the Sgurce saiel.
former deputy secretary-general of the NETC, in the field Somye commissiopers believe all imporant resoly-
of broadeasting: Pirongrong Ramasoota, a former lec- tlons may need at least four votes to ward off legal wran-
turer at Chulalongkorn Dndversing's Faculty of Commu- gling in the funure, the source noted.
nication Arts, in the field of TV; Torpong Selanon, former Thee souree said the current board needs o determing

]1l'{‘$iL|t'lI| ol the Thailand Association of the Blind, in the whether it will vote on impartant resclutions before the
field af people’s iberty and rights; and Suphat Suphacha-  Other two commissioners appointed, especially resolu-
lasal, former director of Thammasat Unbversity's Instimue tions refated to the True-DTAC menger deal,
of Area Studies, in the field of economics,

Dir Sarana serves as chairman of the NBTC board. MERGER DEAL

The board has allocated tasks for the five commis- Trueand DTAC announced in Novermbser lase year their
slomers, according to a board source who requested amalgamation plan to form a new company focusing
ancnymity, Dr Sarana and Mr Torpong are in chargeof 91 technological fields in addition to traditional tel-
comsumer protection issues, while MrSuphatisrespon- €001 business, o
silile for related economic matters. AM Thanapant has The planned merger has drawn eriticism from aca-
been tasked with dealing wish techinical issues, including demics and consumer advocates who believe the move
radio Frequencies and broadeasting, and Ms Pirongrong  Would drive down the industry's competition, with con-

i= im charge of supervising broad
casting content and over-the-top
(OTT) plathorms,

Mews ID: C=220523001017 (23 May 22/04:14)

suimers paving the prce, The deal's opponents dre press-
ing the NBTC and the Trade Competition Comimission
to scrutinise the deal meticulously,

Page! 1.4

Wiq*-iuw-ﬂ fig Infoiuest Limited | BBA/ 78 Floenchit Bd_ 17" FL Mahaiun Flazs Bldg. Lumpint, Patamwon, Bangkok 10330
o ———— A 02-I63-5000, 0F-661-4700 @ 0Z-263-5001, 0Z-661-4T01 @ helpgignesscin com



Seation: Business MATIHOMAL

Bangkuk Post Date: Mondey 23 May 2022

Volume: — Na: - Page: B1(Top Right), BS
Sarghak Part Collnch: 15353  Ad Value! 214,042 PRValue (x3): 644 8526 CHp: Full Color
Girceistion: 70,000 ]
e Pt | A Headline: New METC board dances around proposed merger

approve of prohibit the deal, onby to seek further clari-

fication [rom the bwo parties. The regulator said it anly

heas the power to prescribe measures to govern the deal. month
A 200 0 regubation created by the Nitional Tedecomma- A Ma!l of 3-6 5

nicatlons Commission [NTC) required mesger dealsee 10T the merger is

b approved by the repulator. The NTC was the telecom

regulatory body priorito the establishmentol the NBTC. Hﬂﬂﬂmﬂhh. If the
Thiks musthority was abrogated hya.nN!ﬂ'E regiibtion IHEY extends for a

year, that would be
an issue of concem,

PISUT NGAMVIJITYONG

S, research analys!, K3

Huwerver, Lhe WBTC board last month set up four new
subcommittees to shudy the deal, which is expected to
cansp sonee delay o the tmeline expected by the merg-
ing partics.

A True executive whi requested anommity siressed
the MNBETC m:l:,r has the authority fo usher in specific
measures 10 prevent tedecom licensees from forming a
manopoly or reducing compeetition in telecom services,
chting the 2018 regulation.

“We may consider a legal move against the NETC

over such a delay as we have 1o protect shareholders
Lm“ ﬂfmmmmlﬁ mﬂtl m mall. benefits. Troe and DTAC are both listed l.'rmm.lliex."'

The board must consider the planned merger, FEUTERS the Truwe souree said.

i 2008 that allows those wishing to merge w only notify mﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ"ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬂﬂ;ﬁ huﬂféﬁr:ﬂﬁ

the regulator, not seek its approval, i the merge I e « Charoen Pok-
Mapat Winitchaikul, a member of the commities :}?a!n:ﬁ‘mup.rfmzu?e:::;lmT:gE;ITJME;:;lel'lgu.'

monitoring the NETC's work performance, petitioned tyooon Sarath Ratanavadi, the chief executive and biggest

the Natlonal Ant-Corruption Commission o scrurl- shareholder of Gulf Energy Development Ple, Thailand's

nise the move by the formes METC board o issue the higgest private power producer by market vilue,

2008 reguelation. Gulfis the major shaseholder of In Touch Hol dings, the
His petition Indicated the former board's move could parent firm of telecom operator Advanced Info Service

Cilse dﬁmawﬂ-umbe b fits, which imvalves a breach ATSY. True's arch-rival,
o Sctin 157 of the Cilankial Cods Known sxivialien  © mia e e r
sance. Several opponents of the merger also criticised the
2018 regulation, saying it lacked a proper hearing process
and only heeded the opinions of mobile operators. Asource at [nTowch who requested anonymity sald
“‘_ﬂ challenges to the former NH'TF: board SeTvesasa the merger woudd ot condlude within the time lame
warning for the new board o be cautious about its work True expects, with 2023 the earliest date for the dead to
governing the merger deal, sald the source. e coomplered.
The source saicl at beast three commissioners hive
expressed opposition to the menger DELAY EXPECTED
deal: AM Thanapant, Ms Plromgrong syt Mgamwijitveng, senior equity research analyst at

The NETC office indicated it has no authority o “

The source said both business camps are key sup-
parters of the government with strong ties 1o politicians,
wovermmient gures and high-ranking officials.

o Mr Supha
A Kasikorn Securities (KS). said the brokerage isconfident the
SIMMERING CONFLICT merger will eventually go through, though the new board
A telecom veteran who requested may cawse some delay as s four subcommittees take time
anomyrnity said disputes shout the b serutinise the deal

The hoard may choose to isswe tough remedy measures
merger deal are expected o fare u Y 1E
sy ad Tt waties all pm:cduns o assaeage public concems about the prospect of market

dominance by the menged firm, he said.
related the merger, including the .
NETC's move to issue governing The four subeommittees are likely ro conclude their swd-

% les and forward them vo the board by August, though it may
m%ﬁﬂmﬁ:?"i?mmlijuﬂ; rake o tirme o the board to ver the stucdies and neach
notcaton of thelr plalmed.a.rml- a conclusion on governing the deal, said Mr Pisut. That
gamation to the NETC on Jan 25, An comclusion would happen in the fina] quaner of 2022
NETC rule requires telecom opera- thiﬂmﬁ." hie said. \
tors secking to m 10 report o ‘A delay for another 3-6 months for such an immense

It at lesst 90 days before executing merger s acceprable. If the delay extends for a vear that
: winld be an issue of concem,” Mr Pisut saicd.

the merper
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The new NBTC board is expected to iron out a regulatory frrmewaork for the avction of the rights to use utul-ﬁt!utﬂ
sl018. FATTRRAPONG CHATRATTARASILL
The new NETC hoard will try to make the legal isswes sur-

rounding the deal clear, draft resolutions deemed accepr-
abile I'q,r the public, and issue emedy measores tha ewse
public concems, he said.

Thedealis likely o face challenges in court, sabd Mr Pisut.

lesada Sivaraks, head of government and indusiry rela-
tions at Ericsson Thadland, a local unit of the Swedish sel-
ecnm frm, said the NETC has tohandle the deal with care,
taking into account the economic effects of the merger.

“The question ls what are the optimum benefits for the
state, Industry players and consumers with this menger”
e saicl,

Regarding concermns over a monopoly, the regulater
shnild consider the profin margins of each operator, said
Mr lesada,

The veteran industry source said the merger deal allows
for the soft exit of Telenor, the parent firm of DTAC, from the
Thai mirket, while strengthening Troes inancial status as
it prepares to compate with AlS,

“The Thai market may have andy two major mobile opera
togs in the future, but both of them will have the potential
1o compete more intensively,” the source said, A

CRUCIAL AGENDA ITEMS Frct LEFT M Suphal, Mr Torpong, Dr Sarana, AM Thanapant

and Ms Pirongrong serve as the new METC board members.
Several crilical agenda items in the telecom industry await
their decisian.

The board faces several urgent agenda ltems, Including
determining a regulatory Irmmework for the irction of rights
1 uise satedlive orbical slots

The board also needs o devise remedy measures for
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Callz are mounting for the NETC to scrutimse the merpar
deal carefully to profect consumers. SOMCHA POOMUARD

124 millon howsehold subscribers of satellive TV services
after the 350 megaherts spectrum has fo be reclaimed
from the satellite TV industry for the telecom sector in the
future. The specimum range |s the most popular for 56 adop-
fion globally,

Another priorty ks develoging a clear principbe for super-
wizing and categorising OTT businesses o prevent giant
OTT platforms from mking advantage of the local market,

Suehak i\'l.u,:h|u|u|.1:r,, executive direcior ancdd SECrelary
general of the Telecommunications Association of Thai-
land, said Thailand should gain an economic advantage
ower neighbouring countries based on its 56 infrastmcnine
because it is a 506G frst mover in Asean. He said there has
been a debate for years over how OFTT firms can contribute
to the country's economy thmugh their fees,
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