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Energy Absolute Ple {EA), a renew
able energy developer and pioneer in
electric vehicle development, plans to
Feold talks with mu Space and Advanced
Technology, a local satellite and space
tech frm, to sound out the possibility
of forming a partnership to participate
in the asction of satellite orbital skots,
according w a telecom source,

The maove comes as the new board
of the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission | NETC
plans to hold a hearing next month for
the draft of the first auction of satellite
arbital slot rights.

The auction was scrapped in Awgust
lastyear as SET-lHsted Thaloom, through
Its wholly-cwned company TC Space
Connect, was the only bidder. The
planned auction has since been stuck
in limbao,

EA chief executive Somphote Ahunal
and the heads of i Space are expected
tiy meet thiss week for a talk about the
possibility of ferminga parinership, said
the source who requested anonymity.

The talk is coprdinated by a former
managing director of the Stock
Exchange of Thailand, the source said,

“If the talk leads to a parmership, this
could resolve a vacuum In the plannied
auction,” the source sald,

EA is a leader in the green energy
secton, which some view as a cash cow,
while mu Space is a satellite and space
rechnology venture led bw aerospace
nnglnm-rinm ‘r'Enl:lm'ﬁl‘m‘lllg.

Mu Space is the first space tech
maver in Ascan, Itis making a foray into
ground statlon infrastructure, gateway
systems, data centre constellations and
digital platfooms for space tech in con
niection with low Earth orbit satellites.

The company also operates a smart
factory to develop space tech, which
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Mr Somphote is expectad to hold talks
with mu Space this week.

includes satellites, automation sysiems
and robos.

The source said cooperation
between the firms would comple-
ment each other, especially mu Space,
which would receive a financial boost
to develop saellites, EA would benefit
from the synergy in terms of battery
development. which is a critical part
of space tech.

“A parmership may create some
concerns for Thaicom, which could

passibly face higher bidding prices if
Thaicom and the new consortium hid
for the same slots” the source sald.

Last year, mu Space bought a bid
1_-r|1.-'::||_||:||;- fear the auction, bt did nor
suthmit a bid request by the deadline,

CRITICAL ORBITAL SLOT

A source close o the NETC board said
sorne orbital slos gramted for Thailand's
use are at risk of bring cancelled this
year if the country fails to coordinate
with the International Telecommmuni-
caution Linion, i UN specialised agency
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EA seeks partners

for satellite slot bid

KOMSAN TORTERMVASAMNA for information and communication

technologles, and other countries that
hold the rights on other adjacent slats,
before the seven-year deadline lapses,

The maost critical slot is 119.5 East,
where Thalcom 4 satellite is located.
Thalcom handed over Thalcom 4 and
related assets o the Digital Econsmy
and Society (DES) Ministry after its
operating concession ended in Sep-
tember last year,

Thie DES Ministiy assigned Matiomnal
Telecom to manage Thaicom 4,

Thee satellite’s lifespan is set to expire
in the next nwo vears and the con-
structon of a new satellite may take
thres years.

“The NBTC must settle on an auc-
tion for the right to use the 119.5 slot by
this year to prevent damage that could
happen o the country’s benefits” sald
the source close to the board.
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