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5G tech alliance to ramp up use cases

Group aims to drive applications in the industrial sector,
write Komsan Tortermvasana and Janine Phakdeetham

THAILAND

he Bigital Eoonomy and Society
TH]-I,'H} Ministry has unveiled a

5G technology alliance aimed at
transforming 5G showcases Into real
use cases with a target of rolling out 10
al theen this VL

The alliance was established to
build an affiliate network of 5G tech
parties, including telecom operators,
vendars and corporate users, to drive
the 50 ecosystem,

There are 20 current development
projects related to 506 use cases under
the alliance, which was inltiated in April
this year.

The alliance was formed through an
agreement made by the Telecommuni-
cations Assoclation of Thalland, Digital
Economy Promation Agency (Depa)
amd DES Ministry

5G ALLIANCE
DES Minlster Chalwur Thanakamanu-
saiarmy Said the alliance includes 260 com
panies associnied with 50 business and
services, while more could be added to
boast the 56 ecosystem

blr Chalwain was h.|'lt!i1;til'l“, vEsler
day an the sidelines of Thailand 5G
Summit 2022 "The 56 Leader in the
Region; hosted by Depa and supported

by Huawei Technologies Thailand and
the Global System for Mobile Commu
nications Associatlon {GSMA). The 5G
tech showwcase, taking place ar Centara
Grand Hotel and Banghkok Comvention
Center at CentralWorld, ends today.

The alliznce was announced ot the
event chaired by the prime minister.
Participants imcluded representatives
froom the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
industrial associations, Advanced Info
Service, True Corporation, the Thal loT
Assoclation and Telecommunications
Association of Thailand

According to Mr Chaivut, the alli-
ance s to promaote and drbve 506G appli-
catlons in the Industrial sector to
imermise the |,11|.|11I:r:|."~: eennomic value
through service system upgrades. for

Mr Chaiwut, third
from left, says
the alliance has
260 companies
associated with
56 buginess and
services, while
miore could be
added o boost
the 56
ecosystem. The
gvithl Was
chaired by the
prime ministar,
pictured fourth
from left.
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smart agricwliure, health tech, manu-
facturing, tourism, security, education
and logistics.

563 use case development should
also be a boon for people's quality of
lifey, b said.

“Corporations and enterprises in the
alllance will benefit from several Incen-
tives, including tax breaks from the
Board of Investment,” said Mr Chaiwut,

“Innovation plays a pivotal role in
increasing digital applications invarious
sectors. 50 tech is a key Infrastructure
component for the country’s fure
economic and social transformation.”

Corporations in the alliance that pro-
vide digital services listed for povem-
ment procurement would also beneflt
from the promotion, he said

The lispol digital services for govern

56 is a key infrastructure component for the
country’s economic and social transformation.

CHAIWUT THANAKAMANUSORN
DES minisier
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Headline. 5G tech alliance to ramp up use cases

ment procurement is defined by Depa
and is being considered for approval
by the cabinet.

Private enterprises that purchase
digital products and services onthe list
will also be eligible fora 200% corporate
Income tax deduction, sald Mr Chalwut,

Soane 500 products and services have
been earmarked for the 1ist this vear and
5 billkon baht is expected to be added to
the country's economy in the first year
of the project.

He said internet penetration is ar
T8% of the country’s population, while
Thais spend an average of 8 hours and
44 minutes per day on the internet, the
ninth highest globally.

There are 120 milllon registerad SIM
cards in the Thai market, while the
country ranks No.2 for mohile com-
merce adopton worldwide,

Drepa presicdent and chief executive
Nuttapon Nimmanphatcharin said
Thailand has strong telecom infra-
structure natiomwide, especlally for
503 netwarks,

Concerning the alliance, Depa hasa

Confinued on Page B3
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5G alliance to
seek use cases

mission to faclitate matching between
corporale users, ielecom operatons and
vendors, as well as help push for 56 use
cases, said Mr Nuttapaon.

“Commercial 56 will be developed in
the market in 3-5 vears, driven by atito-
mation development, connected acces
ard data support,” he said.

MILESTOME FOR THAILAND
GEMA called establishing the 5G

alliance a significant milestwne for
the country.

“This. is the first allinnce o develop
a 50 ecosystem in Southeast Asia,
GSMAS APAC 50 Industry Commumnity
is pleased to collaborate with Huawed,
the leading global ICT company, to
drive applications using 5 technaol-
ogy In the Thal industrial sector to thelr
maximum potential,” Julian Gorman,
head of GSMA for Asia-Pacific, said at
the event.

Mr Gorman praised Thailand as a
poneer market in pushing the bound-
ariex and exploring combinations of
technologies 1o solve indusiry prob
lems, create efficiencies, and invent
new business models and approaches.

He said ongoing progress involves
many parties working together, Three
factors for maximising 50 industry
opportunity in GSMA's view ane spec-
trum policy and framework, infra-
structure competition, and ecosys-
tem collghoration.

HUAWEI] PUSHES AHEAD

Huawei osutlined plans to help Thai-
land capture emerging opportunitles
and build a bener “green digital life”
thirouigh 50 technology.

Simon Lin, president of Huawei
Asia-Paclfic, said the 5G rollout Is pro-
gressing quickly and the pioneers inthe
region have crossed into a golden age,

He views Thailand as a 5G leader
within Asean, As a result, Mr Linvowed
oy continuoushy support Thailand's 506G
prrogress in three key areas: bullding 2
leading 56 infrastructure, driving 56
industry applications, and creating a 5G
industry and talent ecosysten.

The first area of focus for Huawel
is continuing integrated efforts in
infrastructure, industry applications
and ecosystem.

“50 redefines user experience, and
the best user experience brings the
best and biggest commercial success

for operators,” he said.

“Together with Thailand's operators,
we will keep providing high-qualiny
5G content for consumers and help
operators succeed, This includes aug-
mented reality services, 8K videos and
metaverse games.

At the same time, Huawel will
work with operators to provide cable
and fibre-free high-speed broadband
options, said Mr Lin.

This Is expected to help Thalland
remove copper wires, malntaining a
sale and clean ermvironment, he said,

Second, Huawei plans to dive into
Thailand’s industry digitalisation
scenarios to boast is economy, sald
Mr Limn.

The firm wants to support the digi-
talisation of several Thai industries,
including five mines, two ports, 50 fac-
torles and 20 hospitals in 2022, he said,

As for the third ares, Huawei plans
o work with customers and partners to
create an open 506G ecosystem.

“The first effort involves building an
Industry ecosysnem,” sald Mr Lin.

“In the past several years, our open
labs aindd 506 EIC |F.|;>|:|x}':&lﬂ!|i [nnavalion
Centre| have shown great value in driv-
Ing innewation. 5G EIC has atracted
aver 100 pariners o incubate inmova-
tive cases, such as smart ambulances,
smart poles and 5G Machine Vision.”
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