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BURNER PHONES FROZEN

The reguiater infroduced harsh measures for
kil operters that sllw the registration of
moee than 5 SIM cards by an individeal. B3

NBTC moves to curb
excess SIM issuance

Regulator to impose
harsher measures

KOMSAN TORTERKMUVASAMNA

The Naticnal Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
is imposing harsher measures against
mobibe operators that allow the regisira-
tion of mere than five SIM cards by an
individual through dealers, vowing to
fine the carriers 1 million baht per day
for violating the restriction.

The resolution was reached ar an
METC beard mesting on Wednesday.

The regulator has set a deadline of
3 days by which tme carriers need to
sort out the problem in order 1o avold
heing fined.

Aceording o the NBTC, if an indi-

SIM cards, they need 1o contact the
carriers’ service centres. The move is
meant (o prevent scammerss foom using
many SIM cards 1o deceive members of
the public.

The move came after an NBTC
survey in June discovered that many
smiall dealers allow an individual o
register more than five SIM cards, This
prompted the NETC to instruct the
operators o quickly rectify the problem.

METC acting secretary-general Trai-
rit Viryasirikul said the NETC boarnd
assigned its management to instruct
the mobile operators to stricthy comply
with the Law, which could hedpward off
frawdulent call centre and SMS scams.

He said the operators must rediess
the problems within 30 days, or other-
wise face a hefity punishment from the
administrative order.

He said the NBTC, Advanced Info
Service Ple (ALS) and the police had
worked together on a raid on eight

News ID: C=220708001070 (8 Jul 22/04:58)

viq.“h"h'ﬁ'. lip

J e T

Incations in Bangkok suspected to be
linked with eall centre scams.

The ralds resulved in the selzure of
43 IP PBX transmitters and 30 wire
biess roiters,

Meanwhile, a working group respon-
sible for addressing Fraudulent eall
centre and SM3 problems held s first
meeting on Wednesday to find ways
deitl with these problems.

The group comprises 11 agencies,
including the NBTC, the Digital Econ-
omy and Society Ministry, the Personal
Data Pretection Committes, the Bank of
Thailand, the Technology Crime Sup-
pressbon Division, four major mohile
operators, the Telecommunications
Asgaciation of Thailand (TCT) and the
Consumer Organisation Council.

The group proposed an idea that
Involves Instructing telecom service
licensees o add a *+" sign for incom
ing ealls froam overseas and add a chan
nel, called USSD, to allow people wo

Mobile SIM cards
on display at the
NBTC office.
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voluntarily choose to reject incoming
calls from abroad, according to Prawit
Leesathapornwongss, advisor 1o the
NBTC board chaimman.

Mr Prawit, who chairs the working
group, said the NETC called for coop-
eration among the telecom opera-
tors to comply with the proposal. The

requirements cover both the operators
who have thelr own frequency and
those that do not.

He said the TCT proposed the devel -
opment of an application to screen
phone numbers in the same way the
citll-filtering app Whoscall does to
guard against scamimers.

In addition, the mebile operators
participating in the meeting also pro-
posed that the NETC serves as a cen-
tral ageney o receive the registimtion
of the names of SMS senders w ackle
those who use fake identities o send
SMS messages to deceive members of
the public.
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