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Senate approves sixth
member of NBTC board

KOMSAN TORTERMUASANA

The Senate has approved the appaint-
ment of Pol Gen Nathathorn Prousa-
ontarm, a former special adviser in the
Reval Thai Police, 1o the baoard of the
Maticnal Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission {NBTC).

The upper house, however, voted
against another proposed candidate,
Apirat Siritaratiwat, an engineering bec-
turer from Khon Kaen University.

The names of the nwo prospective
candidates wene sent to the Semate for
voting on Tuesday.

The upper house voted 146-24
in favour of Pol Gen Nathathorn,
who represents the field of law, with
nine absientions,

The Senate, however, voted 137-18
o reject Mr Aplrat, who represents the
telecom feld, with 24 ahstentons.

Pal Gen Nathathorn, whe is akso the
former chiel of the Immigration Bureau,
will become the sixth member of the
MBTC board, which has a maximum
membership of seven.

With the rejection of Mr Apirat
for the post, the Senate will have to
choose another board member in the
telecom feld

The move isin line with the amended
NETLC Act that obliges the Senate Secre-
tariat’s NBTC board selecion commit-
tee to choose seven board members in
seven fields.

Pisul Ngamvijitvong, senior equiry
research analyst at Kasikorn Securities
[K5), sald Pol Gen Mathathorn's name
Is expected o be forwarded for royal
endorsement ever the next 2-4 weeks

The new commissioner is likely
come o office between late this month
and the second week of Seprember,
b said,

Mr Pisut said the time frame for the
appointment of the new commissioner
Is likely to cause a delay In NETC deci-
slons regarding the planned merger
of True Corporation and Total Access
Communication (DTAC).

“The NBTC's decision on the matter
is likely to be postponed for the thind
time from Sept 10 o Oct 10" he aid,

With the six commissioners, 3-3votes
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Pol Gen Mathathorn appointed to the
board of the NBTC.

in critical resolutions could also com-
plicate the NBTC's decisions, he sald.

However, he said KS belleves the
merger deal is Hkely 1o eventually be
pushed through with a 4-2 vote by
the commissioners.

Prawit Leesathapornwongsa, an
assistant tothe NETC board chairman,
said he was not sure when Pol Gen
Mathathorn would be rovally endorsed
as the new commissioner.

Referring to the compllcations of 3-3
vodes in eritical resolutions, Mr Prawit
said a tie-breaking vote from the chair-
man could be cast.

The five existng commissloners have
talke d abour the currently vacant NETC
secretary-generl’s seat, and they arein
discusslons over when recrulment will
start, sald Mr Prait.

The secretary-genetal position
has been vacan sinee Takorm Tanta-
sith stepped down from the post in
Tuly 2020,

NETC depury secretary-general
Trairat Virivasirikul is serving as acting
secretary-general until the NBTC board
appoints a permanent replacement,

The absence of a secretary-general
is affecting the NBTC's management
in terms of strategies and visions, said
Mr Prawit.

The board is likely to wait for a full
complement of seven members before
pushing ahead with the recruitment,
e mdded.
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