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Headlina: FIFA WORLD CUP Qatar 2022 World Cup TV in limbo as funds short

World Cup TVin
limbo as funds short

B600m pledged,
but more needed

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadeasting and Tebe-
communication Commission (NBTC)
has approved an allocation of just 600
million baht to help Anance the pur-
chase of The |'i;_.;|:|m 10 hroadeast live
World Cup 2022 matches.

The move has ralsed con-
cerns over how the Spons
Authrority of Thailand [SAT)
will bae abale ey fireel thee bal-
ance of about 1 billion baht
to ensure free viewing for
all Thais, especially as the
tourmament nears,

Trairat Viriyasirikul,
acting secretary-general of
the NBTL, sald vesterday
that a majority of NBTC
members voted foran allocation of 600
million baht from the NBTC'S research
and development fund o supporn
the SAT's bid to buy the broadcast

iug rigjﬂ!..

o cut price

Trairal: Wants Fifa

“The majority of NETC mem-
bers approved an allocation of
600 million baht so0 Thais can
watch all 64 live World Cup
2022 matches free of charge,”
he smid.

Mr Trairat said the SAT was
negotiating with Fifa,
foothall’s international
governing body, to
reduce the price of the
broadcasting rights to
abaut 1.2 hillion haht. Fifa has not yer
given an answer,

S, the NETC decided to
Anance half of the negotl-
ated price, or GO0 million
biahit, sl thee SAT will reow
have to find ways to seck
additional funding, Mr
Trairar said. The Woardd
Cup foothall tournament is
AMBNE SEVEN Major sports
competitions under the
NBTC's so-called “Must
Have" rules requlring free
broadcasting for viewers in Thailand,
hee said,

The athers are the Southeast Aslan
Games, Asean Para Games, Asian
Craimes, Asiain Para Caiimes, ﬂl}'mpir;

L]
C

Mews ID: C=221110001018 (10 Nov 22/04:28)

wiq-\lt'wﬁ' lip

J e T

i

FIFAWORLD Cup
Qat_ar2022

Games, Pamalympic Games,

] Hovwever, critics said this rule
..‘ adversely discourages compa
y nies — that nommally seek such

broadcast rights — from compet-
ing for them,

According to media reports,
Sarana Boonbalchal-

yapruck, chairman of

the NETC board, pro-
posed drawing the 1.6
hillion baht from the
NBTC's research and development
fund o buy the broadcasting rights
during an NBTC board meeting on
et 248,

SAT governor Kongsak Yodmanes
vesterday admitted he was worried
ahout how to find the mest of the money
o fund the rights after the NBTC
:|Er|}r|y1.':_'d the allocation of tllll':f [N
millice biht.

He said the SAT will try as hard as
it can to find the money as the 2022
Warld Cup s fast approaching.

“At this srage, | eannot confirm that
Thais will be able to watch the World
Cup because we have to hold talks with
the private sector

“Bast that will be difficult as the eost ks
very ukigh., Wewill also I 1o negotiate
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with Fifa representatives,” he said.

The 2022 World Cup in Qatar will
b played from Nov 20-Dec 18, with
32 teams competing in 64 matches for
football’s muost prestigious trophy.

With the tournament less than two
weeks away, fans were concerned as no
broadeasters in Thalland had shown
an interest in securing the rights to air
the matches,

Pirongrong Ramasoota, an NBTC
commissicner, apposed the move
1o clraw prvomey’ Troam the fiind o buy
broadcasting rigghts, Writing on Face-
bsiok, she sald 1t s not the NETCs duty
1o spend maoney from the fund buylng
henadeasting rightsand any investment
in barying the rights should be carried
out in line with market mechanisms.

“If 1.6 billion is spent on buying the
rights, we will lose an opportuniny to
prosmmote content that benefits society
and needs funding” she wrote, adding
the spending would also affect the
fund's liguidiny.

A source sald previously thar the
NBTC's fund has about 2 billion
baht left.

Spending set 1o rise: Page Bi
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NTT Group backs Thailand 4.0 initiatives

Company to utilise
5GEC membership

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

NTT Group, a global ech and busi-
nwss solutions provider, plans o sup-
port Thailand 4.0 initiatives under the
umbrella af the 5G Global Enterprise

Solutlon Censortium [SGEC), a group
of leading tech firms that provide one
stop 506 solution services for organisa-
tions to pursue their digital and innowva-
tion journey,

Frivage 50 nerworks allow enter
prises to create intelligent and inte
grated platforms that can provide a
foundation for innovation in various
sectors, induding agriculure, manufac-
turing, power plants, logistics, ransport
and healthcare,

NTT sugpested the telecom regu-
lator allocate additional spectrum
ranges 1o be used 1o boost the couniry's
4.0 ecosystem,

Private 5G networks offer highly
secure communication in a closed
environment separate from the inter-
net, which |3 especially Impostant loe
st factories that auomate produc
tion, said Zaif Siddigi, director for global
business at the business solutions divi-
sion of NTT Communications Corp.
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Mr Nuttapon, left, recently met with Mr Yasuo in Tokyo to El'n:umﬁ to further strengthen collaboration to promote digital
startups during every stage of growth as well as persuade Japanese investors and startups to participate in Thailand's smart

city project in the EEC.

Mr Siddigi, left, says 5G is a comerstone of other advanced digital technology mh'
as artificial intelligence, Intemet of Things, extended reality and cloud.
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Private 50 Is less affected by network
failires or congestion when compared
with the local wlecom operators” ser
vice, said Mr Siddicgi. Municipalities
and enterprises can build private 506G
network to meet the needs of regions
or industries,

He said private 56 started in Japan in
December 2019 with licences issued to
independent entities and commundca-
tion companies.

The frequency bands for private 506
have been allocated as dedicated bands
for local 56 in Japan, comprising 4.6 to
4.9 gigahertz and 28.2 to 29.1GHz with
a total of 1,200 megahert: of handwidth.

For public 56 In Japan, spectrum
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regulations were amended to allow  access network {O-RAN), high expand -
some specirum ranges adopted for 4G abiliry and open interfaces 1o support ‘ ‘
services 1o also be used in 5G services,  various mobile frequencies in each
They include 700, 800 and 900MHz as  country and connect devices provided —— Private 56 is
wellas 1.5, 1.7, 21, 5, 3.4 and 3.5GHz. by various vendors, he said,
According to Mr Siddigi. mobile net- “5G is a comerstone of other |BSS affected h!’
work operators are allowed to support. advanced digital tech such as anificlal | natwork failures or
local 56 network deplovmentand share intelligence (AL, Internet of Things 2
insights to nmanﬁr Incal 5Gmarket. (10T, extended reality (XR) and cloud, mnm‘ when
“The private 56 market trend in  Which are an important part of digital — pampared with
Japan Is expected to expand in earnest  Tansformation,” said Mr Siddigi.
around 2023 to 2025 and the demand A.c_::nnfhn.gm him, the SGEC s ready the local telecom
and prectical deplovment will rdicalby to bring its strength to support enter- upemml SEI"HI&E.

increase alongwith the price reduction
of private 506 equipment,” he said.

PRIVATE 50 DRIVER
In February kst vear, Japan's tefecom

giant NTT Docomo and leading imter
natienal firms signed an agreement
to establish the SGEC in Thailand. T
also has a plan to expand its network to
other countries in Asia-Pacific,

The initial members of the SGEC
are Activio, AGC, Advanced Wireless
Network, Exeo Asia, Fujitsw, Loxley Plc,
Mobile Innovation, NEC Corporation,
NEC Networks & System Integration
Corp, NTT Communications, NTT Data

Institute of Management Consulting,
NTT Descoane and NTT Lad,

The 5GEC can help deal with busi-
ness issues including the establishment
of secure and hi-speed network, sim-
plifying processes and reducing cost,
and deploving optimal and innova-
tion solutions.

By coordinating the use of each
member's strengths such as advantages
in metwork technologies or sales and
marketing networks, the 5GEC will pro-
vide professional consultation regard-
ing 5G solutions, especially fexible and
highly secure private 56 networks that
function independently of public net-
wiorks offered by local telecom opera-
tors, said Mr Siddigi.

Through the consortium, the partic-
pating members will offer a one-stop
delivery of private 5G systems and
related managed services, capitalis-
ing on the key chamcteristics of 505,
including enhanced mobile broad-
band (eMBB), ulira rellable low latency
communications (URLLC) and mas-
sive machime type comminications

(mMTC), he noted.

The SGEC'=z targets include
manufacturing and construction firms
in Thailand.

Thie consortivm will draw upon NTT
Docomo’s leadership in open radio

prises in the Eastern Economic Cor-
ridor (EEC) and work with state agen-
cles, such as the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC), tocontribute optimal benefits
to the country’s 4.0 policy.

He said he wants tosee the allocatdon
ofadditional spectrum ranges for usage,
particulary among enterprises hrough
licences provided by the NBTC,

The allocation of spectrum ranges
should ensure affordability or even
come without a licence o promote
digital transformation, he said.

MNuttapon Mimmanphatcharin, presi-
dent and chief executive of the Digital
Economy Promation Agency (Depa),
said he is aware that the twelecom
regulater is looking into the prospect
of allocating spectram bands withous
licences for enterprises, which could
support private 56 network ecosystem,

STRENGTHEN STARTUPS

Mr Nuttapon, along with Depa's exec-
utives, recently met Tawara Yasuo,
director-general of the Global Strategy
Bureau at the Ministry of Intemal Affalirs
and Communications of Japan (MIC),
to discuss cooperation between the tao
agencies to promote digital startups
In Thallamd.

Diusrinng thee trip to Japan, he also pes-
suaded Japanese investors w0 invest in
Thai startups and participate in the
country's smart elty project kn the EEC,

Depa also introduced the Thailand
Digzital Valley [TDV) project in Chon
Buri, which can support tech compa-
nies from around the world in design-
ing, developing and testing their tech-
nologies and innovations,

TV is in the third phase of expan-
slon with 40,000 square metres of space
for tech testing, development, show-
cases and R&D,

The third phase will see the develop.
ment of the Digital Innovation Centre,
which will house labs for 5G tech, Al,
1oT, virtual and augmented reality and
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Divector for ghobal business al
the business sofufions dwision,
NTT Communications

cloud aswell s a desigm centre for langme
tech firms and startups in the region.

The third phase is expected to be
completed within two years.

According to Mr Nuttapon, inves-
tors in relevant digital industries, such
as digital services, smart devices and
software, would be eligible for income
tax exempiion for 13 years, based on
conditions stipulated by the Board
of Investmient.

Mr Yasuo pointed out the MIC and
Depa have long engaged in cooperation
in various aspects, including organising
the “INNOwvation” project that allows
participants to inktlate ldeas to address
problems of concern. The project has
been carried out for a decade.

The project will be adjusted o focus
mare on innovation development for
startups and krowledge exchange.

T Awgust, the MIC and Depa signesd
a memorandum of understanding for
cooperation in tech and digital innova-
tion development, including knowledge
exchange between relevant stakehold -
ers, such as universities, companies
and communities.
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