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Court urged

to halt

True,

Dtac merger

Public interest ‘not
protected’, says TCC

POST REPORTERS

The Thailand Consumers Council
(TCC) has asked the Contral Admin-
Istrative Court to revoke the National
Broadcasting and Telecommumnica-
thon Commission’s decision on the
|:|_|ur||1¢|:| |1'|1-|'B{-r|rf'|'rm' Corporation
and Total Access Communication
(Drac) and to issue an Injunction
perscling its ruling.

Hacked by 2022 consumers, the
petition was lodged on Thursday
against NBETC's vote on Oct 20 to
r;.'l|‘1;:|.l:an\.'\.'||.5|'].5,‘1=" rHL-"|!||ﬂlt for r|'|t':|!|h.-r|9|:r
with conditions attached, Acconding
to the regulator, it does not have the
power to approve or reject the move
but can set conditions. In its petition,
the TCC, which is strongly opposed
to the merger out of concerns that
it may lead to market control and
unfair competition, claims the
NBTC s decision and voting process
are deemed illegitimate.

I!(‘-x|1'ill,- the decizion uffﬂ;lirl.g il
lions of users, the telecom regulator
failed o gather public inpat regard-
img the meerger conditdons it imposed
and did not seek an opinion from an
imternational independent sdviser for
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i report on the impact of the merger,

According to the petition, the
MNETC chairman used his power as
chairman to cast the deciding vouwe
fora 3-2 decision supporting the
stance that the NBTC had no power
to approve o reject the merger. Cast-
Ing the second vite to break the tle ls
against the NBTC's regulations. The
measures and conditions imposed by
the NBTC are also considered weak
and unable to alleviate Impacts and
yield any benefit to consumers and
other businesses.

“The NBTC could he seen as failing
to dao its job of protecting the public
interest and promating free and fair
competiticn. This could be in viola
tion of the charter, the national fre-
quency allocation law, the telecom
andl Iirl:l-itLIi"'-d.‘:-f“'lg]il.\.\'. and the rel-
ecomm master plan,” sabd the petition,

In its petition, the TCC has asked
the court to issue an injunction
against the NBTC's decision and pro-
hibit activitles related to the merger
decision until it isues the raling.

Saree Ongsomwang, the TCC sec-
retary-general, said the petition was
Aled hecause the MBETC forwarded its
decision on the merger plan to both
firms. Sicikanya Tansakul, deputy
leader and list-MP of the Move For-
ward Pary, yesterday lodged a peti-
thon with the National Antl-Corrup-
Cigan Carmamession i:g:uim.l the NBRTC
ovier the mernger decision.
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