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New petition filed over footy broadcasting rights
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A fresh petition has been filed with the
Central Administrative Court over the
broadeasting of World Cup 2022 after it
was revealed that the Spons Authority
of Thailand [SAT] signed an agreement
awarding the exclusive broadcasting
rights to True Compaoration.

Mamed in the petition lodged by
Noppadon Wongwihok are the SAT,
the SAT governor, the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission {NBTC), and the Office
of the MBTC.

They are accused of being neglect-
ful in performing their duties involving
the allocation of broadcasting
rights of Waorld Cup matches
to ensure all people can see
thie matches,

According to the lawsuit, it is
predicted the broadcasting of the
matches would be blocked on some
platforms but could be accessed by
service providers affilinted with True
Corporation. 1t claims that it tums
out that almost one million people
with IFTV hoxes, which are operated
by athers, cannot watch the Waorld

Cup. To be able o do so, they

have to acquire additional

equipment or services from
True Corporation.

Therefore, the broadcasting

of the World Cup 2022 does not

follow the “must have” and "must

carry” rule imposed by the NETC.
Linder the nile, seven major sporting
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competitions such as the Asean Games,
Olymiples, and Woeld Cup are obliged
to be broadeast free on TV and other
media platforms. The petitioner asked
the Central Administrative Court to
lssue an injunction o make sure the
NETC's “must have” amd “must-carry”
rule is complied with.

The petition came after the Central
Inteflectual Property amd International
Trinde Comsrt last Friday ordered Super
Broadband Network {SBN ), provider of
AlS Playbox service, not to broadcase
the toumsament on (ts IPTV service.

True Corporation claims it owns the
rights o broadceast the toumament on
the IPTV and OTT platdforms and SBN
does not hiave permission to broadcast
the matches,

Shortly before kickoff, the SAT
clinched a deal with Fifa to pay 115533
mmilliom (abour 1.2 billion balir) for the
right to broadeast live all 64 matches,

Half of the money was from the
NBTC and the other was from several
sponsors including True Corporation.
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