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SPACE

Clear path needed as satellites retired

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society
(DES) Ministry is asking for coopera-
tion from the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to seta clear direction following
the expiry of the Thaicom 4 satellite’s
engineering lifespan in 2024, allowing
the satellite to fall out of the 119.5° East
orbit slot.

The move is to ensure a smooth tran-
sition as Thaicom 4 is retired.

Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck,
chairman of the NBTC board, said
outgoing DES Minister Chaiwut
Thanakamanusorn recently held
discussions with the telecom regula-
tor on several topics related to their
joint responsibilities.

In the past, satellite operator Thai-
com operated the Thaicom 4 broad-
band satellite and Thaicom 6 broad-
casting satellite under a concession
granted by the ministry.

Thaicom 4 operates in an orbital slot
at 119.5° East and Thaicom 6 at 78.5°
East. Thaicom 6's engineering lifespan
is slated to end in 2029. The ownership
and related assets of the two satellites
were transferred to the ministry after
Thaicom'’s 30-year concession ended
in September 2021.

The National Digital Economy and
Society Commission assigned state
enterprise National Telecom (NT) to
operate and manage Thaicom 4 and
Thaicom 6 to provide seamless service
to the satellites’ existing clients.

NT hired Thaicom to run both sat-
ellites throughout their lifespans to
ensure a smooth transition of opera-
tions after the concessions expire. NT
sent its engineers and operations staff
to be trained by Thaicom.

The state enterprise still outsources
to Thaicom to operate the satellite con-
trol system.

Dr Sarana said Mr Chaiwutinformed
him that NTis not keen to fully operate
Thaicom 4 as itincurs losses of around
90 million baht per year from the cost
of operating these satellites.

Dr Sarana said Thaicom would
handle the transition, serving exist-
ing customers after the expiry of the
Thaicom 4 satellite, in line with the
NBTC auction’s condition for the win-
ning bidder for the rights to the 119.5°
E orbital slot.

Thaicom also wants to maintain the
existing customer base and migrate
them to its new planned satellites
that will be positioned in the 119.5° E
orbital slot.

“Thaicom can rent a foreign satellite

In January of 2023, the NBTC held the country’s first auction of satellite orbit slots, offering five packages.

and move it to the 119.5° E orbit as it
waits for its new satellites to be sent to

Mr Chaiwut informed
me NT is not keen to
fully operate Thaicom
4 as it incurs losses of
around 90 million baht
per year from the cost
of operating these
satellites.

SARANA
BOONBAICHAIYAPRUCK
Chairman, NBTC board

orbit,” he said.

In January, NBTC held the country’s
first auction of satellite orbit slots, offer-
ing five packages. The five packages of
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orbit slots comprised 50.5° Eastand 51°
E with a starting price of 374 million
baht; 78.5° E with areserve price of 360
million baht; 119.5°E and 120° Ewith a
reserve price of 397 million baht; 126° E
with areserve price of 8.6 million baht;
and 142° E with a reserve price of 189
million baht.

Space Tech Innovation (STI), a sub-
sidiary of Thaicom, won the second
package for 380 million baht and the
third package for 417 million baht.
NT won the fourth package for 9.07
million baht.

Thaicom’s board of directors recently
approved STIinvestmentin three satel-
lites for the orbital slot of 119.5° E with
atotal outlay of roughly 15 billion baht.

Two of the satellites are scheduled to
launch in late 2024, with the third one
expected to launch in early 2027.

Construction of the satellites for the
119.5° E slot is targeted for completion
before the end of the engineering lifes-
pan of the Thaicom 4 satellite.
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DIGITAL

Hopes high for DES minister

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Information and communication tech-
nology pioneers are urging new Digi-
tal Economy and Society (DES) Min-
ister Prasert Chanthararuangthong to
suppress rampant online scams, pro-
mote cross-border e-commerce for
small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), and offer more incentives to
companies to encourage their technol-
ogy investments.

Meanwhile, the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) is looking forward to
working with the new minister on many
projects to bridge the digital divide.

Kulthirath Pakawachkrilers,
president of the Thai e-Commerce
Association, said Thai B2C (busi-
ness-to-consumer) and C2C (con-
sumer-to-consumer) commerce will
have a compound annual growth rate
of 75% from 2022 to 2025, surging to 4
trillion baht in 2025 from 817 billion
baht in 2022.

She said the new government
should push the e-commerce industry
to improve its quality by ensuring the
e-commerce policies of related agen-
cies follow the same path.

The DES Ministry should also
promote cross-border e-commerce
transactions for local companies to
help them expand overseas, said Ms
Kulthirath.

She urged the ministry to establish

a Thai fulfilment centre for SMEs in
China to serve China-Asean free trade
and encourage local SMEs to export
goods to China.

A special funding scheme could
be set up for SMEs to develop their
e-commerce or live commerce chan-
nels to empower local online sellers,
said Ms Kulthirath.

Supak Lailert, president of the Asso-
ciation of Thai ICT Industry, suggested
the new minister accelerate the dis-
bursement of the fiscal 2024 budget.

The 2024 budgetbill is awaiting con-
sideration by the incoming government.

Mr Supak said the ministry should
also launch more measures and tax
incentives to promote investment in
technology by entrepreneurs.

Siriwat Vongjarukorn, chief execu-
tive of systems integrator MFEC, said
the new minister should place the
suppression of call centre and online
scams on the national agenda because
the problem inflicts serious pain on
many people’s lives and affects the
digital economy.

“The ministry can play host by gath-
ering experts to eliminate these crimes.
The private sector is willing to send our
experts to help,” he said.

Mr Siriwat also recommended the
government not develop its much-
hyped digital wallet scheme using
blockchain technology as this plat-
form supports seven transactions per
second, compared with existing digital
payment systems such as PromptPay

that can support 10,000 transactions
per second.

The Pheu Thai Party’s policy involves
a 10,000-baht digital handout to every
Thai aged 16 and over, delivered via
smartphone. The wallet is expected to
be launched early next year.

THAILAND 5.0

Earlier the Digital Council of Thailand
(DCT) said the new government should
establish a “National Board of Digital
Transformation” to gear the country
towards the Thailand 5.0 era.

The industry’s evolution to the 5.0
era involves access to new technolo-
gies and artificial intelligence (AI),
plus a “human 5.0” mindset with tech-
nologists who understand business
and business people who understand
technology, said DCT chairman Supha-
chai Chearavanont.

The DCT proposed five policies to
achieve the Thailand 5.0 era. First, the
country should promote deep col-
laboration between the public and
private sectors by establishing the
national board.

Second, the country should seta goal
for 6% of Thais aged 6 and older possess
advanced digital skills by 2027. Cur-
rently only 700,000, or 1% of the popu-
lation, possess advanced digital skills.
In addition, it is essential to provide 7
million free computer devices, accord-
ing to the DCT.

The third policy involves creating a
digital economy and elevating the Thai
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digital industry’s competitiveness on
the global stage.

The fourth proposal is for Thailand
to become the centre of innovation in
Asean by 2025, mainly in five sectors:
bio; nano and energy; robotics and digi-
tal including AT; space; and preventive
healthcare/health tech.

Moreover, the country needs to
create 20,000 startups to accelerate
digital transformation and create job
opportunities for 1 million digital and
tech workers, said the DCT.

The council’s fifth proposal is to
create a digital society that promotes
good morals and culture, reduces ine-
quality and creates sustainability by
improving the quality oflife of 1 million

vulnerable people, enabling them to
access universal digital services.

FREE WIFI

NBTC board chairman Dr Sarana
Boonbaichaiyaprucksaid several tasks
require cooperation between the regu-
latory body and the DES Ministry.

The first is the expiry of the Thai-
com 4 satellite’s engineering lifespan
next year.

Thaicom 4 and Thaicom 6 satel-
lites were formerly operated by SET-
listed Thaicom.

As Thaicom’s 30-year concession
under the ministry ended in Septem-
ber 2021, the ownership and related
assets of the satellites were transferred
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The Digital
Council of
Thailand said
earlier the new
government
should establish
a ‘National Board
of Digital
Transformation’
to gear the
country towards
the Thailand 5.0
era.

to the ministry.

The NBTC took regulatory control
of satellite affairs from the ministry as
the amended NBTC law empowers
the regulator as the sole agency gov-
erning all related satellite businesses
in the country.

Another task involves the minis-
try and NBTC collaborating on the
ministry’s ongoing project to roll out
8,000 additional free public WiFi spots
nationwide, aiming to bridge the coun-
try’s digital divide.

An additional joint effort is the
ministry’s plan to give away tablets to
schools. The project was initiated by
the Education Ministry and hosted by
the DES Ministry.
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