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Headline: Thaicom mulls bid for unsold satellite licences

TECHNOLOGY

Thaicom mulls bid for
unsold satellite licences

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

SET-listed Thaicom is considering
whether to join the planned alloca-
tion for the rights to use the remain-
ing unsold orbital slots of 50.5° East
and 142° East, assuming their licence
requirements are changed from the
auction conditions, says chief execu-
tive Patompob Suwansiri.

The changes should include meth-
ods for allocating the licences, the time
frame for a satellite launch to these
orbits, and related licence fees, he said.

On Jan 15, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) held the country’s first auction
of satellite orbital slots with five pack-
ages: 50.5° East and 51° E with a start-
ing price of 374 million baht; 78.5° E
with a reserve price of 360
million baht; 119.5° E and
120° E with a reserve price
of 397 million baht; 126° E
with a reserve price of 8.6
million baht; and 142° E
with a reserve price of 189
million baht.

Space Tech Innovation,
an affiliate of Thaicom,
grabbed the second pack-
age for 380 million baht
and the third package for
417 million baht. The state enterprise
National Telecom secured the fourth
package for 9.07 million baht.

The first and the fifth package
were unsold.

Mr Patompob said he recently
learned the NBTC was revising the
licensing terms and conditions of the
January auction.

Thaicom is following this develop-
ment, hoping improved conditions
will attract participants to the planned
allocation of the unsold slots, he said.

“Itis too early to say whether we will
take part in this allocation, pending the
NBTC completion of the final draft of
the revised licensing conditions,” Mr
Patompob said.

Thaicom plans to conduct a feasibil-
ity study on investment and business
cases beforeits board of directors make
a final determination on the matter,
he said.

Mr Patompob said he expects some
adjustment of the licensing require-
ments to reduce any heavy burden on
the winning bidders.

Although Thaicom is in the process

of constructing three satellites for the
119.5° orbital slot it won in the auction,
he said the company might consider
joining the planned new licensing if
its study determines the new licensing
conditions are worthwhile.

“The company is committed to
developing and exploring all business
opportunities to generate new revenue
streams,” Mr Patompob said.

He said the 50.5°E and 142° E orbital
slots are good for serving foreign mar-
kets. The coverage area for the 50.5°
E position includes the Middle East,
North Africa and India, while that of
the 142° E slot covers the Pacific sea and
lesser land areas than those covered
by 50.5° E.

NBTC commissioner AM Thanapant
Raicharoen said the NBTC expects to

either hold an auction or
determine another method
to allocate the remaining

The revised conditions should include methods for
allocating the licences, the time frame for a satellite
launch to these orbits, and related licence fees.

PATOMPOB SUWANSIRI
Chief executive, Thaicom

two orbital slots by the end
of this year.

The NBTC’s subcom-
mittee for satellite business
reached a preliminary con-
clusion to allocate the two
unsold satellite orbital slots
through a beauty contest
method, which comprises
awarding the licences to

firms with the most promising busi-
ness proposals and benefits to the state.

Interested bidders would be required
to pay only a reserve price for each of
the slots as a minimum payment to
the state.

The subcommittee is in the process
of finalising the reserve prices for the
two packages.

The NBTC called a meeting with all
stakeholders of satellite businesses and
related parties to discuss the licensing
of the two slots.

The stakeholders supported the sub-
committee’s preliminary conclusion to
allocate the unsold orbital slots through
any method other than an auction,
according to the regulator.

The NBTC board agreed in princi-
ple to a study of the conclusion and
assigned its management to begin hear-
ing the subcommittee’s conclusion.

NBTC management plans to allocate
the two unsold slots this year to prevent
the risk of the vacant or unused slots
being cancelled, according to related
rules of the International Telecommu-
nication Union.
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Patompob: Thaicom
planning a study
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