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BROADCASTING

Media watchdog decries
sensationalist news shows

POST REPORTERS

Authorities in the media industry are
criticising news programmes that fuel
social conflicts and dramas in order to
drive up ratings.

They argue the shows — which they
claim currently account for two-thirds
of all news programmes — are violat-
ing human rights, especially those
of children.

The Office of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) recently held a seminar to
address the problem.

NBTC commissioner, Pirongrong
Ramasoota, said these programmes
focus on stories about crimes, vio-
lence, sexual matters, disputes between
people, supernatural beliefs, unu-
sual events, scandalous events, and
other issues that gain attention in a
dramatic and emotional fashion to
attract audiences.

She said Media Alert’s initial survey
shows they make up two-thirds of all
news programmes.

According to Ms Pirongrong, they
aretied to social inequality and usually

News ID: C-240515001052 (15 May 24/04:13)
1 Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17" Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumplnl, Paturnwan. Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

m 4, 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 =} 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

feature face-to-face debates between
two people who are in dispute.

She added they often target margin-
alised groups.

“This underscores the existing social
inequality while presenting physical
violence to emphasise structural vio-
lence,” she said.

Santi Kiranand, adviser to the Minis-
ter of Social Development and Human
Security, said the ministry aims to espe-
cially protect the rights of young people,
women, the disabled, the elderly and
those who are sexually diverse, as they
are usually inappropriately portrayed in
these news programmes in a way that
causes negative attitudes towards them.

He emphasised the need for the
media to avoid abusing their rights and
freedom to violate the rights of others.

Supinya Klangnarong, chairwoman
of the Thailand Consumers Council’s
subcommittee on Telecoms and ICT,
said legal mechanisms and the media
industry’s self-regulation are required
to solve the problem.

She urged the NBTC to establish a
shared agenda to minimise news stories
that affect kids.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Unsold satellite slots up for grabs again

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The auction of the 50.5° East, 51°E and
142°E orbital slots, which went unsold
at the previous auction, is expected to
take place between Aug 23 and Sept
7 this year, according to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC).

OnMay 13the NBTCboard approved
an amended draft of the new auction
conditions for the two unsold pack-
ages of the three slots, said Pachara
Naripthaphan, executive advisor to the
NBTC chairman.

The package of the 50.5°E and 51°E
orbital slots, along with the 142°E
slot, were not sold at the January 2023
auction.

In 2023, the NBTC held the country’s
first auction ofthe use of satellite orbit
slots through five packages: 50.5°E and
51°E orbital slots with a starting price of
374 million baht; 78.5°E with a reserve
price of 360 million baht; 119.5°E and
120°Ewith a 397-million-baht reserve

price; 126°E with a 8.6-million-baht
reserve price; and 142°E with a
189-million-baht reserve price.

Space Tech Innovation, an affili-
ated firm of Thaicom, obtained the
second package for 380 million baht
and the third package for 417 million
baht. National Telecom won the fourth
package for 9.07 million baht.

The NBTC has amended the auc-
tion conditions for a year to handle the
two unsold packages due to a concern
that the country’s right to use the slots
could be cancelled by the International
Telecommunications Union.

The amendment adjusted several
conditions, including expanding a
timeline that the winning bidders are
required to launch satellites (to within
five years) after obtaining the licences,
a change from within three years. The
amendment also reduced the starting
bid prices.

However, the regulator is still con-
cerned over possible bid failures as the
number of interested bidders might

be fewer than the conditions stipulate,
said Mr Pachara.

Asource atthe NBTC who requested
anonymity said the new auction condi-
tion determines the starting price of
the first package of 50.5°E and 51°E at
41 million baht, down from 374 million
bahtin the previous auction. The price
for the 142°E slot has been lowered to
23 million baht, from 189 million baht.

The source said the NBTC realises
these unsold slots cover the Carib-
bean and Middle East, which creates
a challenge for developing commercial
markets.

The amendment also requires
the winning bidders to pay a mini-
mum of 2.5% of total revenue to the
state coffers.

The winners who fail to launch
satellites and do business within the
conditions would face a fine for the
amount of original starting prices of
the auction in 2023, or 374 million baht
for the 50.5°E and 51°E slots, and 189
million baht for the 142°E slots.
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DIGITAL

Court dismisses motion against NBTC

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Central Criminal Court for Corrup-
tion and Misconduct Cases yesterday
dismissed a motion filed by True Digi-
tal Group for a court order to suspend
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
commissioner Pirongrong Ramasoota
from her duties during the lawsuit
alleging dereliction of duty.

The dismissal stated there is no evi-
dence Mrs Pirongrong is acting against
the company, therefore there is no
reason to suspend her.

However, the court said if she is
found to act differently, it might recon-
sider its ruling.

True Digital issued a statement
noting it respects the court’s ruling
and filed the petition to protect
its rights.

As the main case is being consid-
ered, the company refrained from fur-
ther comment.

True Digital Groupis a subsidiary of
True Corporation.

According to the company’s main
complaint, the NBTC has yet to estab-
lish rules to govern over-the-top (OTT)
service platforms, meaning True Digi-
tal does not need to seek the NBTC'’s
permission to offer OTT services.

The dispute centres on whether
in March 2023, Mrs Pirongrong
ordered the acting NBTC deputy

secretary-general to notify 127 radio
and TV broadcast licence holders that
True Digital was not permitted to oper-
ate this kind of OTT service.

True Digital believes that this notific-
tion may have led those broadcasters
to believe that the company illegally
operated the OTT service and might
not allow the company to air their con-
tent on its platform.

True Digital Group believes the act
by Mrs Pirongrong shows she alleg-
edly intended to cause damage to the
company, which amounts to derelic-
tion of duty.

The court has accepted the main
case and an additional motion for
its consideration.
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