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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC says no to
consumer proposal

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A majority of National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) board members yesterday
dismissed a proposal from consumer
protection groups that it should add
more conditions to its announcement
regarding the criteria and procedures
for the spectrum licensing auction that
took place on June 29.

The proposal was supported by sev-
eral parties, particularly the Thailand
Consumer Council, which previously
called for the regulator to include a
clearer penalty in cases where bid
winners fail to expand their networks
to cover the population in specified
areas within five years, as well as setting
a daily fine rate for improper service
quality and tariffs.

The proposal related to criteria
and procedures for awarding of the
850MHz, 1500MHz, 2100MHz, and
2300MHz bands. NBTC chairman Dr
Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck said four
NBTC commissioners including him-
self abstained from voting, while three
voted in favour of adding the condi-
tions as proposed by consumer groups.
The three in favour were Pirongrong
Ramasoota, AM Thanapant Raichar-
oen, and Suphat Suphachalasai.

NBTC commissioner Sompop Purivi-
graipong, who is responsible for tele-
com sector, said in the meeting that the
existing law already allows the NBTC to
take administrative action or impose
additional penalties, if licensees fail
to comply.

NBTC also has a policy of strictly
controlling net tariff caps and value-
added services.

An NBTC source who requested
anonymity said the proposal says that
if a licensee fails to provide service
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Existing law already
allows the NBTC to
take administrative
action or impose
additional penalties,
if licensees fail to
comply.

SOMPOP PURIVIGRAIPONG
Gommissioner, National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission

coverage to more than 90% of the pop-
ulation in each sub-district within five
years, theywill be required to pay a daily
penalty of 0.05% of the highest bid price
for the duration of the delay.

This condition was previously imple-
mented between 2012 and 2019, and
was not added to the 2025 announce-
ment for the latest auction, although the
announcementallows the committee to
set the penalty fee later.

Advanced Wireless Network Com-
pany Limited bagged three sets of
2100MHz spectrum by offering 14.85
billion baht. True Move H Universal
Communication Co Ltd grabbed seven
sets of 2300MHz spectrum by offer-
ing 21.77 billion baht, and four sets of
1500MHz spectrum, valued at 4.653
billion baht.

Both companies paid the first 50%
of their spectrum payments on July 29.
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Column: Bangkok Post: Help must be city-wide

Department of Land Transport (DLT) on the idea.
Mr Chadchart
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Help must be
city-wide

he Bangkok Metropolitan Administration

(BMA) in conjunction with the Interior

Ministry, recently launched the “Sukhumvit

model,” an initiative to improve safety, public

order and quality of life in the key central
business district of the city, covering Watthana and
Klong Toey districts.

The initiative, designed as a sandbox, kicked oft
this month with media fanfare. Most media channels
ran footage featuring an inspection walk by Bangkok
governor Chadchart Sittipunt, who was accompanied
by deputy governor Wisanu Subsompon, Deputy
Interior Minister Theerarat Samrejvanich and
other officials.

The inspection route stretched from Sukhumvit Soi
39 to Soi 3 in Watthana district, including the Asok
intersection, to sois 4-24 in Klong Toey district, more
than 5 kilometres in total. At a glance, the idea seems
noteworthy and intriguing. But looking deep into the
initiative, the mission largely involves routine works,
such as boosts to public safety, quality of life and better
traffic control.

The BMA is working with at least eight eight core
agencies, including the Metropolitan Electricity
Authority (MEA), the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) and the
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mentioned recurring
issues such as illegal
cannabis sales, drug
trafficking, homeless-
ness, unauthorised
street vending and
unlicensed taxis. Other
problems he raised
were loud tuk-tuk
noises, parking viola-
tions, poor street light-
ing, limited CCTV coverage, broken sidewalks which,
in his own words, “are not isolated issues. They reflect
on the city’s image and affect everyday life”

However, by formulating it as an initiative for
Sukhumvit, a question comes up: is there any place in
Bangkok where such crucial problems can be tolerated
or compromised? Presumably, no.

Needless to say, Sukhumvit Road has many embas-
sies, upper crust residences and big corporates. Of
course, the Sukhumvit enclave is also an economic
lifeline of the city, but focusing on this area could give
an impression that people who live in other areas or on
the other side of Bangkok deserve a lower standard of
service. So, what is the use of promoting the initiative
for Sukhumvit alone?

Some policies, like indiscriminately clearing street
vending without related measures to ease impact,
may also backfire. It's a fact that street vendors provide
affordable food for workers in the central business
district. The BMA cannot solely take aim at city
aesthetics without thinking about other impacts, or
providing alternatives. After all, street vendors are part
of the city’s development. What the city administration
should do is to find places for them. It need not be
“either or” choices all the time.

Despite his good intentions, Mr Chadchart, who
wants to run for another term as Bangkok governor,
needs to ensure all district offices do their jobs
relentlessly well without waiting for the outcome of
the Sukhumvit Model. If not, it could prove a mere PR
stunt. Hopefully, he will prove that it's not.

Is there any place
in Bangkok where
such crucial problems
can be tolerated
or compromised?
Presumably, no.
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