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NBTC board urged to enable a national streaming platform

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A commissioner of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has urged the
regulator’s board to make a resolution
on developing a national centralised
streaming platform.

NBTC commissioner Pirongrong
Ramasoota, who oversees the broad-
casting sector, said the NBTC panel
related to the TV broadcasting sector
had studied a framework for developing
the platform among several alternatives.

They include the establishment
of a new platform, or upgrading the
capabilities of the existing streaming
platforms, such as AIS Play, True ID, or
even Thai PBS’s streaming platform, to
become the country’s national stream-
ing platform.

The latter option could be accom-
plished through a cooperation or con-
sortium model between telecom com-
panies and TV broadcasters, she added.

The platform would be connected
with all the streaming programmes
of the existing digital TV channels,

with the aim of handling the uncer-
tainty surrounding the digital TV
broadcasting market once all the

digital TV operators’ licences expire
beyond 2029.

The platform would also be an
effective tool to measure the viewer-
ship ratings of digital TV programmes.

The NBTC's division of engineering
and broadcasting technology has fin-
ished the terms of reference (TORs) for
hiring an adviser to create a prototype
of the platform.

The plan to develop the platform
has been listed on the NBTC's board
meeting agenda since early this year.
However, it has yet to be selected for
discussion at board level.

The budget for developing such a
platform, which was initially estimated
at 200 million baht, would be sourced
from the NBTC's funds.

A source from the NBTC said the
platform would involve all related par-
ties, including those in the advertis-
ing sector.

Digital TV operators would not be
affected by the platform. All they would
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have todoisto connectall their stream-
ing programmes to the new platform,
which would help reflect real business

activities and viewership.

The NBTC earlier held talks with
all the relevant parties, including the
Association of Digital Television Broad-
casting, the Advertising Association of
Thailand, and smart TV producers to
identify the most appropriate features
of the platform.

Twenty-four digital TV channels
secured licences in the NBTC’s 2013
auction. However, there are now only
15 channels left in the market after the
others ceased operations, due to finan-
cial burdens.

In a related matter, according to a
survey conducted by Neilsen Co (US)
Llc, watching TV continued to be a
popular activity during 2024 across all
generations in Thailand, with 57% of all
respondents using this medium.

In addition, the survey showed 61%
of Gen X prefer to watch TV both online
and offline in their free time, 54% of Gen
Y watch TV online and oftline, while the
figure for Gen Z was 47%.

Mrs Pirongrong
says the NBTC
panel studied a
framework for
developing the
platform among
several
alternatives.
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Regulator okays more frequencies for wireless mikes

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
has approved the use of additional fre-
quencies for wireless microphones to
support Thailand’s effort to become a
global conference and event hub.

AM Thanapant Raicharoen, the com-
missioner responsible for broadcasting
and chairman of the subcommittee on
frequency and technical standards,
said a recent commission board meet-
ing approved three drafts of NBTC
announcements related to the use of
frequencies and technical standards for
wireless microphones.

One draft covers technical standards
for telecom and wireless microphone
equipment, while a second addresses
criteria for the use of frequency and
radio communication equipment
allowed for general use.

The third draft covers technical
standards for radio communication
equipment and digital radio commu-
nication system equipment, includ-
ing digital enhanced cordless tele-
com technology.

He said the approval supports
increased use of wireless microphones,
particularly for large events or concerts,
and for TV broadcasts, which requires
digital technology.
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“These measures support Thailand's
positioning as a global conference and
events hub,” said AM Thanapant.

He said wireless microphones are
widely used in all sectors, such as
meetings, education, concerts, sports,
entertainment and media production.

These increasingly common uses
have led to signal congestion and the
use of older technology equipment.

Therefore, consideration was given
to procuring additional frequencies
to ensure efficient and free use by the
public without requiring additional
unlicensed bands, said AM Thanapant.

The NBTC also approved improve-
ments of technical standards to support

the use of frequency bands higher than
200 kHz, supporting the Wireless Mul-
tichannel Audio System.

In addition, the regulator endorsed
upgraded technical and electrical safety
standards to modernise and support
current wireless microphone frequen-
cies and technology.

“This approval not only allows the
public to have more wireless micro-
phone frequencies, but also provides
Thailand with the technology to truly
become a global hub for conferences,
events and concerts. This allows for
controlled and broadcasting sound
using modern equipment, comparable
to other developed countries,” he said.
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TECHNOLOGY

Pact set to boost Thai-US ties

Thai digital economy
to gain momentum

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Thailand’s digital economy is expected
to gain momentum through new trade
initiatives under the US-Thailand
framework for reciprocal trade and
the development of the Asean Digi-
tal Economy Framework Agreement
(DEFA).

Industry leaders said that aligning
with US priorities positions Thailand
as amore attractive hub for cloud ser-
vice providers, technology infrastruc-
ture, and artificial intelligence (AI)
investment.

However, they cautioned that while
easing restrictions on US ownership in
the Thai telecom sector could increase
outlays, robust regulations are needed
to prevent market dominance by large
international telecom operators at the
expense of local enterprises.

TUANAL chipaayaaany =

b

Industry leaders note

On Oct 26, the White House released
ajointstatement on the framework for
the US-Thailand agreement on recip-
rocal trade. As part of the framework,
both countries are to finalise commit-
ments by Thailand to address barri-
ers affecting digital trade, services and
investment.

Thailand promises to refrain from
imposing digital services taxes or
measures that discriminate against
US digital services or products, and
to ensure the free transfer of data
across trusted borders for the conduct
of business.

Thailand will also ease foreign
ownership restrictions in its telecom
sector, and remove in-country process-
ing requirements for all domestic retail
electronic payment transactions for
debit cards issued in Thailand.

ATTRACTING THE US

Supparat Singhara na Ayutthaya, gen-
eral manager of DAMAC Digital, said
the framework emphasises coopera-
tion in supply chain resilience, invest-
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that aligning with US priorities positions Thailand as a more attractive hub for Al investment.

ment security and strategic technolo-
gies, which will strengthen the policy
backdrop for infrastructure like
data centres.

Thailand may become a more
attractive location for US cloud provid-
ers, hyperscalers or tech infrastructure
investors, he said.

Mr Supparat said data centres rely
on large volumes of IT hardware.
Even though the framework focuses
on trade between the US and Thai-
land, improved trade ties may lead to
smoother imports of US equipment
or better bilateral logistics and invest-
ment flows.

Paul Srivorakul, group chief execu-
tive of aCommerce, a Southeast Asia
e-commerce aggregator, told the Bang-
kok Post that by allowing the free flow

of data, Thailand is giving up some
potential tax revenue in exchange for
amajor strategic advantage — attract-
ing Al investment.

He said this trade deal is a smart
strategic play for Thailand’s digi-
tal ecosystem.

J

Page: 1/2

y:

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

€ Dataxet Thailand




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,331

Section: Business/NATIONAL
Date: Thursday 30 October 2025

Volume: - No: -
Col.Inch: 88.98

Ad Value: 118,432.38

Page: 4(Center)

Headline: Pact set to boost Thai-US ties

PRValue (x3): 355,297.14

Clip: Full Color

“We are agreeing to forgo a new digi-
tal services tax. But we are trading that
potential, small revenue for something
much bigger: unprecedented access to
US technology and investment, cou-
pled with regulatory certainty,” said
Mr Paul.

This commitment to ensuring the
free transfer of data across trusted bor-
ders is the most crucial part, he said.

“Data is the essential fuel for AL
Without the secure, frictionless flow
of large, high-quality datasets, global
Al companies cannot operate their
regional models effectively,” said Mr
Paul.

By guaranteeing this, Thailand
becomes instantly attractive to major
Al firms and cloud computing giants
looking to invest more into their data
centres and regional hubs, he said.

This strategically positions Thailand
as the most trusted and transparent
digital hub in Southeast Asia.

This trust is essential for attracting
Western tech firms who are seeking a
secure alternative to the regional status
quo, providing a vital counter-balance
to excessive Chinese tech influence.

“Ultimately, this move makes Thai-
land a globally competitive choice for
regional headquarters, directly chal-
lenging Singapore with our scale and
new, frictionless rules,” said Mr Paul.

The Al-driven foreign direct invest-
ment and creation of high-skilled
digital jobs will generate vastly more
economic value and tax revenue than
any unilateral digital services tax ever
could, he added.

Mr Paul said the goal of easing
foreign ownership in the telecom
sector and removing payment pro-
cessing requirements is to encourage
US investment.

However, he said Thailand must
ensure this move does not lead to
market domination by a few large
international players, stifling the
growth of local Thai enterprises and
digital entrepreneurs.

“The benefits of digital trade should
also be carefully monitored to ensure
they flow to the Thai economy and
not just to foreign shareholders,” said
Mr Paul.

NEW SATELLITE SERVICE

Nuttanai Anuntarumporn, chief exec-
utive of Interlink Telecom Plc, told
the Bangkok Post that the National

Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission is expected to main-
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tain the foreign share ownership limi-
tation in the major telecom companies
at the current 49%, as the telecom
sector remains a strategic industry.

The American framework is
expected to help US-based satellite
service providers such as Starlink
expand their presence in Thailand,
he said.

Their services can complement
existing fibre-optic networks, espe-
cially in rural and remote coastal areas
where terrestrial infrastructure is lim-
ited, said Mr Nuttanai.

As cross-border data flows become
more seamless, connectivity infra-
structure will see exponential growth,
benefiting local telecom operators and
system integrators, he said.

“By mid-2026, several hyperscale
data centres will be completed, leading
to a significant increase in domestic
and outbound data traffic, reinforc-
ing both data sovereignty and regional
digital integration,” said Mr Nuttanai.

DEFA AGREEMENT

Meanwhile, Commerce Minister
Suphajee Suthumpun said she aims to
conclude the DEFA negotiations within
the first quarter of 2026, with a formal
signing of the pact later that year.

Thailand is the chairman of the
negotiations committee.

The agreement is to serve as a
modern, comprehensive framework
for digital economic cooperation that
effectively supports Asean’s transition
towards a digital economy.

The pact is expected to lift the
region'’s digital economic growth by
almost 30%, reaching a value of more
than US$2 trillion by 2030.

The benefits of digital
trade should also be
carefully monitored
to ensure they flow
to the Thai economy
and not just to
foreign shareholders.

PAUL SRIVORAKUL
Group chief executive,
abommerce
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