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New drone curbs get nod
f . . L]
after airport sightings
POST REPORTERS Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission, and the armed
The National Security Council (NSC)  forces, to enhance surveillance and
has approved measures to counter  deploy anti-drone systems.
drone incursions in sensitive areas, The Defence Ministry has also
following reports of multipledrones  been instructed to ease procure-
flying near Suvarnabhumi Airport, mentrules, allowing public agencies
raising concerns over aviation safety  that currently lack anti-drone capa-
and national security. bilities to acquire such technology
NSCSecretary-General Chatchai  more efficiently.
Bangchuad said yesterday that the Authorities will tighten drone
decision followed the Civil Aviation import controls to prevent illegal
Authority of Thailand’s (CAAT) smuggling, especially in border
announcement last Friday, desig-  areas.
nating drone control zones in seven Drone operations in restricted
border provinces. zones, particularly airports, will face
The council agreed that stricter  penalties under the Act on Certain
enforcement and improved coor-  Offences against Air Navigation, and
dination were necessary to prevent related national security laws. Pun-
unauthorised drone activity, par- ishments mayinclude life imprison-
ticularly near airports. ment or the death penalty.
Immediate measures include Forlong-term planning, the NSC
closer cooperation among relevant  has tasked the Royal Thai Air Force
agencies, including the CAAT, the (RTAF) with studying the establish-
Royal Thai Police (RTP), Airports ment of a centralised drone con-
of Thailand (AoT), the National trol body.
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