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Headline: Panel disqualifies NBTC boss

BROADCASTING

Panel disqualifies NBTC boss

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) Chair-
man Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck
is expected to face a prolonged legal
battle after the NBTC selection com-
mittee ruled he lacked the statutory
qualifications required to hold office.

Although the NBTC selection com-
mittee’s resolution has altered Dr
Sarana’s administrative status, legal
experts say the dispute is far from over
and islikely tomove to the Administra-
tive Court.

The Senate’s NBTC member selec-
tion committee yesterday voted unani-
mously, 4-0, that Dr Sarana had violated
Article 8(2) of the NBTC Act of 2010,
resulting in the loss of his right to hold

office under
Article 18 of the
amended law.

Wisanu Wara-
nyu, deputy pre-
sident of the
Supreme Admi-
nistrative Court
and secretary of
the NBTC selec-
tion committee,
said the panel
concluded Dr Sarana failed to meet the
required qualifications and was consid-
ered to have waived his rightto serve as
an NBTC commissioner.

The ruling followed a long-running
dispute over whether Dr Sarana main-
tained outside professional roles while
serving as an NBTC commissioner. The
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Sarana: Deemed
‘unqualified’

law requires commissioners to work
full-time and prohibits them from
holding other positions or engaging in
occupations that could create direct or
indirect conflicts of interest.

The committee based its decision on
evidence regarding Dr Sarana’s receipt
of remuneration and medical work at
Mahidol University before taking office.

Dr Sarana, selected by the Senate as
an NBTC commissioner in December
2021 and appointed chairman in April
2022, had challenged the committee’s
authority to review his qualifications
after his appointment.

Prinya Thaewanarumitkul, alecturer
at Thammasat University’s Faculty of
Law, said the selection committee had
clear legal authority to review commis-
sioners’ qualifications.
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